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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


STATED  MEETING,  JANUARY  5,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair.  1453831 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  follow- 
ing letters,  received  by  him  since  the  last  meeting. 

1.  From  H.  C.  Van  Schaack,  dated  Manlius,  N.  Y., 
31  Dec,  1846,  offering  to  present  to  the  Society  two  por- 
traits, of  Madam  Catalina  Schuyler,  mentioned  in  Mrs. 
Grant's  "Memoirs  of  an  American  Lady,"  and  of  her 
husband,  Col.  Philip  Schuyler,  on  condition  that  the 
Society  cause  them  to  be  properly  restored  and  framed, 
and  place  them  in  perpetuum  in  its  hall. 

2.  From  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  acknowledging  his  elec- 
tion as  a  corresponding  member,  etc. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following 
candidates,  who  were  thereupon  elected. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  D.  Veegens,  of  the  Hague,  Netherlands. 
Prof.  Giovanni  Tosi,  of  Ferrara. 

"      Giovanni  Maria  Bozoli,  of  Ferrara. 

"      Lorenzo  Coco  Grasso,  of  Palermo. 

"      Francesco  Ferrara,  of  Catania. 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 


Charles  O'Conor,  James  W.  Gerard, 

Joel  T.  Headley,  Edwin  Smith, 

Richard  H.  Bowne,  Dr.  Abraham  L.  Cox, 

William  Wood,  Henry  B.  Shute, 

Ezra  Ludlow,  Jr.,  Campbell  P.  White, 

Joseph  P.  Simpson,  George  H.  Green. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  officers  of  the  Society  and 
of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  year  1846,  were 
read,  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file,  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee  to  be  published  with  the  Annual 
Bulletin,  and  to  be  the  subject  of  such  farther  action,  as 
the  suggestions  contained  in  them  seemed  to  require. 

Dr.  Alexander  H.  Stevens,  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  to  the  other  officers  of  the 
Society,  for  the  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  they  have 
discharged  their  duties  during  the  past  year. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Stevens  having  called  attention  to  a  bust  of 
Bolivar  in  the  Library,  which  he  had  presented  to  the 
Society,  upon  motion  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Benedict,  a  resolution 
was  adopted,  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  Society  for  the 
donation. 

Various  nominations  for  membership  were  made  to 
the  Society  and  severally  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  Librarian  offered  a  resolution,  tendering  the  thanks 
of  the  Society  to  Messrs.  Bartlett  &  Welford,  for  the  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  donation  of  Parliamentary  Papers 
and  Reports,  presented  by  them  at  this  meeting. 

Prof.  Mason  submitted  a  resolution,  directing  that  a 
suitable  and  convenient  space  be  appropriated  for  the 
accredited  reporters  of  such  newspapers  as  offer  regularly 
to  report  and  publish  the  proceedings  of  the  Society. 
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Prof.  Mason  also  read  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by 
Messrs.  D.  W.  C.  Olyphant  and  William  C.  Noyes,  sug- 
gesting the  delivery  of  a  course  of  lectures  in  this  city  by 
Mr.  S.  Wells  Williams,  who  has  resided  for  a  number  of 
years  in  China,  on  various  subjects  connected  with  that 
country ;  and  stated  that  the  suggestion  was  approved 
by  the  Executive  Committee.  He  offered  a  resolution 
accordingly,  which  was  adopted,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  arrange  terms  and  conditions  in  behalf  of 
the  Society,  consisting  of 

Messrs.  William  Curtis  Noyes, 
Cyrus  Mason,  and 
Erastus  C.  Benedict. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Jay,  a  resolution  was  adopted, 
accepting  the  offer  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Van  Schaack,  in  his  letter 
of  31  Dec,  1846,  relative  to  the  Schuyler  portraits,  and 
the  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
communicate  the  resolution  with  the  thanks  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected. 

Albert  Gallatin,  LL.  D.,  President. 
Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President. 
Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  Second  Vice  President. 
John  Russell  Bartlett,   Foreign   Corresponding 

Secretary. 
John  Jay,  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Andrew  Warner,  Recording  Secretary. 
Prof.  Cyrus  Mason,  Treasurer. 
George  Gibbs,  Librarian. 
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The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  Executive 
Committee  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. : 

Prosper  M.  Wetmore, 

Erastus  C.  Benedict, 

Edward  Robinson,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 

Henry  R.  Schoolcraft, 

Frederic  De  Peyster, 

Augustus  Schell,  and 

James  W.  Bee  km  an. 

The  reading  of  a  paper  announced  for  this  meeting,  on 
the  "  History  of  the  Federal  Seat  of  Government,"  by 
Mr.  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Jr.,  was  upon  his  suggestion, 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  deferred ;  and  a 
special  meeting  was  ordered  for  Tuesday  evening,  19th 
Jan.,  for  that  purpose. 
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SPECIAL  MEETING,  JANUARY  19,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  reported,  that 
since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  on  the  5th  instant, 
he  had  notified  of  their  election  the  twelve  gentlemen 
who  were  then  elected  resident  members  of  the  Society, 
and  had  communicated  to  Henry  C.  Van  Schaack,  Esq., 
of  Manlius,  New  York,  the  resolutions  of  acceptance 
and  thanks  passed  in  reference  to  his  offer  to  present  to 
the  Library  the  ancient  portraits  of  Madame  and  Col. 
Schuyler. 

During  the  same  period  he  had  received  the  following 
letters  and  communications. 

1.  From  Hon.  Roger  S.  Baldwin,  dated  New  Haven, 
January  8th,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  correspond- 
ing member  and  proffering  his  services  to  the  Society. 

2.  From  B.  B.  Minor,  Editor  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  Literary  Messenger,  a  corresponding  member 
of  the  Society. 

3.  Copy  of  Message  from  Governor  Graham  of  North 
Carolina  to  the  Legislature,  in  relation  to  the  History  of 
that  state,  dated  January  8th,  1847. 

From  this  document  it  appears,  that  the  last  Legislature 
1* 
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of  North  Carolina  authorized  the  Governor  to  collect  such 
papers  as  might  be  necessary  to  complete  the  series  of 
letter  books  in  the  Executive  office,  and  have  them 
copied  and  arranged ;  and  to  obtain  as  far  as  practicable, 
either  the  original  papers  or  copies  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  several  town,  county  and  district  committees  organi- 
zed in  the  province  of  North  Carolina,  in  compliance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  1774  ; 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  various  committees  and  coun- 
cils of  safety  subsequently  convened  under  the  authority 
of  the  Provincial  Legislature  : — and  an  appropriation  was 
made  to  defray  the  expenses  which  might  be  thereby 
incurred. 

The  Governor  immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the 
resolutions,  published  in  the  newspapers  of  the  state,  a 
full  and  particular  notice  of  the  required  documents  with 
historical  memoranda,  and  requesting  those  having  control 
of  any  such  papers  to  comply  with  the  patriotic  desire  of 
the  Legislature,  in  forwarding  them  to  the  Executive 
office  to  be  arranged  and  preserved  for  public  inspection — 
or  at  least  to  grant  a  temporary  use  of  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examination  and  copying. 

The  result  of  the  effort  thus  made  is  now  announced 
by  the  Governor. 

The  period  for  which  no  letter  books  had  been  preserv- 
ed, extends  from  the  organization  of  the  government  in 
1776  to  1784,  and  comprises  the  administrations  of 
Governors  Caswell,  Nash,  Burke  and  Martin. 

The  correspondence  of  Governor  Burke,  who  served 
in  that  capacity  in  1781,  having  previously  been  a  mem- 
ber both  of  the  Provincial  and  Continental  Congress,  and 
who  while  Governor  was  for  some  time  detained  as 
prisoner  at  James  Island  near  Charleston  by  the  British 
commander,  having  been  captured  in  a  descent  of  the 
tones  upon  the  town  of  Hillsboro',  has  been  obtained  from 
bis  descendant,  and  fills  in  the  copy  two  folio  volumes. 
It  consists  of  his  letters  while  a  delegate  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  to  Mr.  Caswell  then  Governor  of  the  State, 
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on  the  condition  of  public  affairs  from  1776  to  1780,  and 
contains  sketches  at  some  length  of  the  debates  of  that 
body,  which  sat  with  closed  doors. 

The  papers  of  Governor  Caswell  have  been  discovered 
in  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  good  state  of  preser- 
vation ;  and  the  Governor  states  his  intention  of  putting 
them  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman,  who  has  paid  much 
attention  to  that  period  of  our  history,  that  they  may  be 
properly  reviewed  and  copied. 

Of  the  letters  of  Governor  Nash  and  the  first  year  of  the 
administration  of  Governor  Martin,  but  few  have  been 
obtained.  These  relate  principally  to  the  British  invasion 
in  1780-81,  and  are  said  to  possess  great  interest. 

Of  the  records  of  town,  county  and  district  meetings, 
none  had  been  obtained,  except  those  pertaining  to  the 
memorable  declaration  of  Independence  in  Mecklenburg 
in  May,  1775,  from  which  the  publication  was  made  upon 
that  subject  in  1831. 

The  Governor  recommends  a  republication  of  these 
pamphlets  with  notes,  and  also  the  Journals  of  the  various 
provincial  Congresses  and  Committees  of  Safety,  from 
1774  to  1776,  inclusive,  together  with  the  Journal  of  the 
Board  of  War  ;  and  remarks,  that  from  a  casual  reading 
of  these  latter  papers,  he  is  satisfied,  that  no  state  of  the 
original  thirteen  can  boast  of  a  documentary  history,  more 
creditable  in  itself  for  spirit,  statesmanship  or  enlightened 
love  of  freedom  and  a  valorous  defence  of  it,  than  is  to  be 
found  in  these  unpublished  manuscripts. 

4.  A  letter  from  W.  O.  Lamson  of  New  York,  present- 
ing to  the  Cabinet  in  the  name  of  Mr.  George  A.  Lamson, 
a  Chinese  compass,  of  the  best  kind,  such  as  are  used 
by  the  Chinese  junks  on  long  voyages. 

5.  From  B.  B.  French,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  A  printed  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
transmitting  a  report  upon  the  Consular  System  of  the 
United  States,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  20th  August,  1846. 
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The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  reported 
the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen,  whose  nominations 
were  referred  to  them  at  the  last  meeting,  who  were  ac- 
cordingly elected  members  of  the  Society,  viz  : 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Edward  D.  Ingraham,  Philadelphia. 

John  G.  Palfrey,  Boston, 

Lieut.  J.   M.  Gilliss,  U.  S.  N.,  Washington, 

Francis  Parkman,  Jr.,  Boston, 

Thomas  M.  Drake,  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Joseph  W.  Alsop,  Aquila  G.  Stout, 

Arthur  B.  Stout,  Arthur  Morris, 

Edward  J.  Thomas,  Lewis  W.  Sloat,  U.  S.  N., 

Howard  Henderson,  Edwin  Herrick, 

James  H.  Raymond,  Henry  A.  Brady, 

Alexander  Gardiner,  Paschal  W.  Turney. 

Several  nominations  were  made  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  the  Librarian,  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  t  o  solicit  sub- 
scriptions towards  a  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  : 

William  Chauncey, 
Shepherd  Knapp, 
Eugene  Bogart. 

A  letter  addressed  to  Major  Bush,  from  Dr.  Zina 
Pitcher,  was  read,  accompanied  by  a  fossil  imbedded  in 
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a  boulder  of  conglomerate  rock,  picked  up  at  Copper 
Harbor  by  Dr.  Bush,  which  may  furnish  matter  of  specu- 
lation interesting  to  our  geologists  who  have  given  attention 
to  the  subject  of  palaeontology.  The  fossil  was  intended 
for  the  Cabinet  of  the  University,  but  may  probably  be 
placed  in  that  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Jr.,  read  a  paper  on  the  "  His- 
tory of  the  Federal  Seat  of  Government." 

"Before  the  establishment  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Congress  occasionally  met,  according  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  case,  or  the  convenience  of  members,  at  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Lancaster,  Yorktown,  Princeton,  Annapolis, 
Trenton,  and  New  York.  The  different  States,  in  the 
meantime,  coveted  the  honor  of  the  national  city.  New 
York  offered  the  town  of  Kingston ;  Rhode  Island,  New- 
port ;  Maryland,  Annapolis  ;  and  Virginia,  Williamsburg. 

On  the  21st  October,  1783,  Congress,  insulted  at 
Philadelphia  by  a  band  of  mutineers,  whom  the  state  au- 
thorities were  unable  to  quell,  adjourned  to  Princeton,  to 
the  halls  of  the  college  ;  a  circumstance  which  doubtless 
led  to  the  agitation  of  the  question  of  a  permanent  seat 
of  government,  which  was  taken  up  at  this  time,  and 
continued  to  be  discussed  till  the  formation  of  the  Consti- 
tution. A  resolution  of  Mr.  Gerry,  7th  October,  1783, 
was  adopted ;  that  a  district  be  chosen  on  the  banks  of 
the  Delaware  or  the  Potomac,  near  Georgetown  ;  which 
underwent  various  modifications,  (one  of  which  was  that 
both  sites  be  selected),  till  it  was  repealed  in  the  following 
year.  On  the  30th  October,  1784,  the  subject  was  again 
taken  up  at  Trenton,  and  commissioners  appointed  with 
powers  to  lay  out  a  district  on  the  Delaware,  within  eight 
miles  above  or  below  the  falls,  make  the  necessary  pur- 
chases, erect  public  buildings,  reserve  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion, &c.  The  question  as  to  place  was  revived  in 
Congress  in  1789  '90,  with  the  view  of  securing  a  central 
position.     A  site  on  the  Susquehannah  was  talked  of,  and 
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finally  the  present  district  determined  on,  which  was 
commonly  referred  to  as  Conogocheague,  the  name  of  the 
stream  between  which  and  the  eastern  branch  the  act 
provided  that  the  site  should  be  selected. 

The  friends  of  the  new  site  numbered  the  names  of 
Washington,  Madison,  Lee,  and  Carroll,  and  their  choice 
was  governed  by  these  considerations. 

1st.  It  was  not  desirable  that  the  political  capital 
should  be  in  a  commercial  metropolis.  It  was  necessary 
for  the  independence  of  the  government,  and  its  proper 
security,  that  its  jurisdiction  should  be  exclusive,  and  that 
its  officers  should  not  be  under  the  influence  of  the  citizens : 
hence  the  elective  franchise  was  to  be  given  up,  which  no 
large  city  would  yield.  Party  feeling,  which  then  ran 
high,  was  to  be  avoided — the  natural  influence  of  wTealth 
on  the  spot  was  feared,  and  the  examples  of  London  and 
Westminster  in  the  importance  of  their  six  members  in 
parliament  was  quoted.  Experience  had  shown  the  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  the  mob  in  times  of  stagnation 
in  business,  or  political  excitement.  The  expenditures  in 
a  commercial  city,  with  the  direct  influence  its  wealthy 
men  might  exercise  over  the  government  would  give  it  an 
undue  advantage  over  Other  cities,  and  make  it  an  object 
of  jealousy  ;  while  its  varied  interests  would  call  for  much 
more  local  legislation  than  Congress  could  attend  to, 
without  neglect  of  the  public  business.  It  was  desirable 
that  the  simplicity  of  the  members  of  government  in  their 
style  of  living  should  not  be  contrasted  with  the  luxury 
of  a  great  city,  or  be  compelled  to  submit  to  its  costlier 
charges. 

2d.  As  this  would  be  the  only  city  under  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  nation,  one  should  be  laid  out  expressly 
with  a  view  to  all  possible  future  wants  of  the  government, 
which  could  not  so  well  be  anticipated  in  a  city  already 
built. 

3d.  With  respect  to  the  position,  while  a  central 
point  was  certainly  desirable,  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
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that  there  is  no  common  centre.  The  centre  of  population 
is  variable,  and  to  establish  the  capital  on  that  basis  for 
this  generation,  might  place  it  in  a  very  inconvenient  po- 
sition for  the  next.  The  same  remark  might  be  made 
here  with  regard  to  territory ;  for,  with  the  rapid  increase 
of  states,  the  seat  of  government  would  have  to  be  removed 
every  fifty  years,  to  keep  it  in  a  central  position. 

Mr.  Madison  then  said,  that  "If  it  were  possible  to 
promulgate  our  laws  by  some  instantaneous  operation,  it 
would  be  of  less  consequence  where  the  government 
might  be  placed" — a  contingency  which  now  seems  to  be 
supplied  by  the  "  magic  wires"  of  Morse,  which  communi- 
cate intelligence  "  not  merely  with  the  swiftness  of  light- 
ning," but  "  by  lightning  itself." 

The  centre  of  a  seacoast  line  with  easy  communica- 
tion with  the  western  country,  was  considered  the  most 
worthy  of  regard,  being  more  conveniently  accessible, 
possessed  of  more  wealth  and  more  people,  than  an  equal 
area  of  inland  country.  Being  more  liable  to  invasion 
on  that  quarter,  government  should  be  near  to  protect  it. 

It  is  the  interest  of  the  back  country  to  have  govern- 
ment near  the  sea,  to  inspect  and  encourage  commerce, 
by  which  their  abundant  produce  will  find  an  export. 
The  growth  of  the  western  territory  was  anticipated  at 
that  day,  and  depicted  in  glowing  colors  in  the  speeches 
of  some  of  the  members,  which  Mr.  Varnum  quoted.  It 
was  alleged,  that  when  the  central  line  between  the 
northern  and  southern  extremities  was  fixed,  no  person  in 
the  western  territory  had  ever  wished  anything  farther, 
than  that  Congress  should  establish  their  seat  as  far  back 
on  this  line  as  convenience  of  maritime  commerce  would 
allow.  This  centre  of  a  seacoast  line  falls  between  the 
rivers  Potomac  and  Susquehannah.  The  place  between 
the  Potomac  and  the  Eastern  branch  would  admit  of  a 
navy  yard,  and  was  yet  so  far  inland  as  to  be  protected 
from  sudden  attack.  The  Potomac,  by  means  of  Mill 
Creek  and  other  streams,  could,  by  lock  and  canal  navi- 
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gation,  be  connected  with  the  Ohio  river.  (A  project 
which  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  was  designed  to 
accomplish.)  These  advantages  would  give  a  healthy 
trade  to  the  then  flourishing  towns  of  Georgetown  and 
Alexandria,  which  would  operate  to  the  advantage  of  the 
federal  city,  without  the  inconveniences  referred  to  as 
attendant  upon  seaports. 

Such  were  some  considerations  which  led  to  the  pas- 
sage, in  1790,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-two  to  twenty-nine, 
of  the  act  to  establish  the  permanent  seat  of  government 
of  the  United  States.  The  decision  was  hastened  by 
another  impression,  growing  out  of  the  funding  of  the 
public  debt,  which  was  then  contemplated.  It  was 
thought  "  as  the  seat  of  government  would  concentrate 
the  public  paper,  the  south  would  be  benefited  by 
having  it  in  their  midst,  rather  than  at  the  north,  where 
was  the  capital ;"  and  consequently  the  southern  members 
united  on  the  subject,  and  succeeded  by  constant  exer- 
tions in  effecting  a  compromise  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
the  opposition  to  carry  the  vote. 

Attention  was  called  by  Mr.  Varnum,  to  the  fact  that, 
by  a  mathematical  computation  of  Dr.  Patterson  of  the 
United  States  mint,  the  predictions  of  Mr.  Madison  on 
this  occasion,  relative  to  the  progress  of  the  centre  of 
population  have  been  singularly  verified.  By  this  table 
it  appears  that  the  average  progress  westward  has  been 
thirty-four  miles  every  ten  years.  In  1S40  the  centre  of 
population  was  near  Harrison  county,  Virginia,  and  if 
we  consider  the  progress  as  being  at  the  rate  of  fifty  miles 
evey  ten  years,  it  will  take  one  hundred  years  to  carry 
it  five  hundred  miles,  or  as  far  as  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

In  relation  to  the  site  selected,  a  letter  of  General 
Washington  to  Mr.  Jefferson  describes  the  terms  upon 
which  he  had  succeeded  in  securing  a  cession  from  the 
proprietors  of  the  land.  These  were,  that  the  proprietors 
gave  the  government  all  the  property  required  for  streets 
and  avenues  ;  for  lots  taken  for  public  purposes  they  were 
to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  £25  per  acre. 
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The  first  corner  stone  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
laid  at  Jones'  Point,  near  Alexandria,  15th  April,  1791, 
with  the  imposing  Masonic  ceremonies  of  the  time,  and  a 
quaint  address  by  Rev.  James  Muir.  By  the  retrocession 
of  Alexandria,  the  stone  is  no  longer  within  the  limits  of 
the  district. 

A  more  beautiful  site  for  a  city  could  hardly  be  ob- 
tained. From  a  point  where  the  Potomac,  at  a  distance 
of  295  miles  from  the  ocean,  and  flowing  from  north-west 
to  south-east,  expands  to  the  width  of  a  mile,  extended 
back  an  almost  level  plain,  hemmed  in  by  a  series  of 
gradually  sloping  hills,  terminating  with  the  heights  of 
Georgetown  ;  the  plain  being  nearly  three  miles  in  length 
from  east  to  west,  and  varying  from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to 
two  miles  in  breadth  ;  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  eastern 
branch  of  the  Potomac,  where  are  now  the  navy  yard 
and  congressional  cemetery,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Rock 
Creek,  which  separates  it  from  Georgetown.  The  small 
stream  from  the  north,  over  which  the  railroad  bridge  now 
passes  on  entering  the  city,  emptied  into  a  bay  or  inlet  of 
the  Potomac  about  four  hundred  feet  wide,  which  jutted 
in  from  the  west  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
Capitol  Hill,  and  nearly  divided  the  plain.  Not  far  from 
the  head  of  this,  and  south  of  the  Capitol  Hill,  a  small 
stream  took  its  rise  in  a  large  number  of  springs,  and 
emptied  into  the  river  at  a  place  now  called  Greenleaf's 
point,  formed  by  the  intersection  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
with  the  Potomac,  and  was  known  as  Jones'  Creek. 
There  is  a  stream  above  Georgetown  which  has  always 
been  called  Goose  Creek ;  but  from  a  certificate  of  a  sur- 
vey now  preserved  in  the  mayor's  office  at  Washington, 
dated  1663,  it  appears  that  the  inlet  from  the  Potomac 
was  then  known  by  the  name  of  Tiber,  and  probably  the 
stream  from  the  north  emptying  into  it,  bore  the  same 
name ;  so  that  Moore  did  injustice  to  the  history  of  the 
place,  and  confounded  streams  when  he  wrote  the  well 
known  line, 

vol.  v.  2 
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'  And  what  was  Goose  Creek  once,  is  Tiber  now.' 

By  the  same  survey  it  appears  that  the  land  comprising 
the  Capitol  Hill  was  called  Rome  or  Room,  two  names 
which  seem  to  have  foreshadowed  the  destiny  of  the 
place.  Mr.  Force  of  Washington  suggests  that  they  pro- 
bably originated  in  the  fact  that  the  name  of  the  owner 
of  the  estate  was  Pope,  and  in  selecting  a  name  for  his 
plantation,  he  fancied  the  title  of  "  Pope  of  Rome." 

It  is  said  that  Washington's  attention  had  been  called 
to  the  advantages  which  this  place  presented  for  a  city, 
as  long  previous  as  when  he  had  been  a  youthful  surveyor 
of  the  country  around.  His  judgment  was  confirmed  by 
the  fact  that  two  towns  were  afterwards  planned  on  the 
spot,  and  the  first  maps  of  the  city  represent  it  as  laid  out 
over  the  plains  of  Hamburgh  and  Carrollsville. 

The  first  public  communication  on  record  in  relation  to 
arrangements  for  laying  out  this  city  is  from  the  pen  of 
General  Washington,  and  bears  date  llthMarch,  1791  ;  in 
a  subsequent  letter  of  the  30th  April,  he  calls  it  the  Fed- 
eral City.  Four  months  later,  in  a  letter  by  the  original 
commissioners,  Messrs.  Johnson,  Stuart,  and  Carroll, 
dated  Georgetown,  Sept.  9,  1791,  addressed  to  the  archi- 
tect, Major  L'Enfant,  he  is  instructed  to  entitle  the  district 
on  his  maps,  » the  Territory  of  Columbia,'  and  the  city, 
4  the  City  of  Washington.' 

On  the  lSth  September,  1792,  the  south-east  corner 
stone  of  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol  was  laid  by  Gen. 
Washington. 

Much  discussion  took  place  relative  to  the  plan,  which 
was  drawn  by  Major  L'Enfant,  and  which,  while  it  pre- 
sents some  fine  features,  has  many  defects,  and  in  its 
execution,  as  greatly  detracted  from  the  beauty  of  the  site. 
He  commenced  by  laying  down  streets,  which  crossed 
each  other  at  right  angles,  as  at  Philadelphia,  at  irregular 
intervals,  however,  and  which  were  numbered  or  lettered. 
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In  order  to  give  the  city  its  distinctive  national  feature, 
great  avenues  from  100  to  160  feet  wide  were  made  to 
radiate  from  particular  centres,  such  as  the  Capitol  and 
President's  house,  so  as  to  bring  all  the  buildings  to  view 
from  every  quarter,  a  grand  idea ;  but  it  cut  the  building 
lots  into  ugly  triangles,  and  made  more  streets  than  were 
needed.  The  avenues  should  have  been  laid  down  first, 
and  made  base  lines  for  the  other  streets.  The  streets  too 
are  wider  than  was  necessary,  though  members  of  Con- 
gress from  the  country  like  to  have  plenty  of  breathing 
room. 

It  was  remarked  of  L'Enfant,  that  he  was  not  only  a 
child  in  name,  but  in  education ;  as  from  the  names  he 
gave  the  streets,  he  appeared  to  know  little  else  than  A, 
B,  C,  one,  two,  three.  It  appears,  however,  by  a  letter 
of  the  commissioners,  that  they  gave  these  names  to  the 
streets  at  the  same  time  with  that  to  the  city  ;  for  conven- 
ience a  good  arrangement,  since  the  streets  could  more 
easily  be  found  by  a  stranger  under  such  designations. 

The  distances  at  which  the  public  buildings  are  sepa- 
rated from  each  other  have  been  frequently  remarked. 
But  letters  from  Washington  and  the  commissioners  show 
the  reason  of  this. 

1st.  As  a  measure  of  security,  so  that  only  one  could 
burn  at  a  time.  If  enemies  should  enter  the  place,  they 
would  in  the  first  onset,  destroy  everything,  but  as  they 
progressed,  their  fury  would  cool  down.  This  proved 
true  in  the  infamous  attack  on  the  public  buildings  by 
the  British  during  the  last  war;  they  having  spared  the 
Patent  and  Post  office  building,  which  would  have  met 
the  fate  of  the  Capitol  had  they  been  under  the  same  roof. 

2d.  It  had  been  remarked  at  Philadelphia,  that  the 
vicinity  of  the  executive  to  the  legislative  departments, 
exposed  the  former  to  constant  interruptions  from  the 
latter.  General  Washington  said,  that  some  of  his  secre- 
taries had  found  themselves  and  their  clerks,  so  much 
annoyed  by  the  intrusions  of  members  of  Congress,  during 
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office  hours,  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  retire  to  their 
homes  and  lock  themselves  in,  in  order  to  attend  to  their 
ordinary  duties.  It  was,  therefore,  desirable  that  the 
executive  officers  should  be  sufficiently  far  from  the 
capitol  to  exempt  them  from  visits,  except  at  particular 
hours,  when  Congress  were  not  in  session. 

It  is  not  generally  known,  that  the  plan  contemplates  a 
complete  connexion  between  the  gardens  of  the  Capitol 
and  those  of  the  President's  house  by  means  of  the  mall, 
a  plan  which  could  have  been  carried  out  twenty  years 
ago  at  a  comparatively  small  expense,  by  setting  out  trees 
and  levelling  where  necessary.  The  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution is  to  be  placed  thereon,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that 
the  bequest  of  an  enlightened  foreigner  will  supply  what 
Congress  has  neglected. 

Some  of  the  magnificent  intentions  with  regard  to  the 
embellishment  of  the  city  were  enumerated.  Most  of  them 
might  have  been  carried  out  at  a  trifling  expense  to  the 
nation;  and  in  all,  it  is  to  be  observed  how  admirably 
General  Washington's  ideas  combined  utility  with  beauty, 
especially  in  his  plan  for  furnishing  to  all  foreign  govern- 
ments lots  of  ground  whereon  to  erect  houses  for  their 
ministers ;  in  which  it  is  to  be  wished  he  had  succeeded, 
as  well  as  in  that  of  furnishing  each  Secretary  with  a 
house,  a  thing  that  seems  to  be  much  called  for,  since 
most  of  our  Secretaries  are  obliged  by  their  position,  to 
receive  almost  as  much  company  as  the  President,  and 
the  furniture  and  rent  of  a  house  is  with  their  uncertain 
tenure  of  office,  a  serious  burden  upon  many. 

Another  plan  was  to  give  each  state  a  square  of 
ground,  to  ornament  in  such  a  manner  as  they  chose,  either 
by  houses  for  members,  or  obelisks  to  its  representatives 
who  should  die  at  the  seat  of  government. 

The  State  of  Virginia  made  a  donation  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars  towards  the  public  buildings, 
and  Maryland  seventy-two  thousand  dollars.  This  was 
soon  exhausted. 
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It  is  a  fact  not  generally  known,  and  evidence  of  the 
intense  anxiety  Washington  felt  in  the  matter,  that  when 
all  other  resources  failed,  he  made  a  personal  application 
to  the  legislature  of  Maryland  for  a  loan  ;  and  the  letter 
written  on  this  occasion  is  remarkable  for  its  terseness 
and  propriety,  and  disregard  of  mere  etiquette  ;  for  it 
seems  that  the  Attorney  General  advised  against  its  being 
sent,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  usual  for  the  President 
to  correspond,  except  through  certain  officers. 

The  legislature  of  Maryland  granted  the  loan  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  on  the  strength  of  this  letter 
and  the  personal  security  of  the  commissioners,  a  fact 
showing  at  how  low  an  ebb  the  credit  of  the  government 
had  arrived,  since  they  were  not  willing  to  trust  the  na- 
tion alone.  Washington  was  not  destined  to  see  Congress 
seated  in  the  capital,  which  in  one  of  his  letters  he  speaks 
of  as  one  of  the  events  he  most  earnestly  prayed  for. 
He  died  on  the  14th  of  December,  1799  ;  Congress  assem- 
bled there  in  1800.  All  the  speeches  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  allude  to  the  city  that  bears  his  name  as  one  of 
his  monuments  which  it  should  be  the  duty  and  pleasure 
of  Congress  to  embellish  and  improve  according  to  his 
wishes. 

With  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  city  since  that 
time,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  city  has  not  progressed 
in  the  rapid  ratio  which  its  founders  so  sanguinely  pre- 
dicted. Although  they  may  not  have  anticipated  any 
thing  to  compare  with  the  magnificence  and  luxury  which 
in  many  of  the  European  courts  have  almost  sufficed  to 
build  up  a  city ;  yet  they  probably  overrated  the  attrac- 
tions of  the  government  and  Congress. 

The  greatest  drawback  upon  the  prosperity  of  the 
place,  has  been  the  enormous  debt  contracted  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  plan  of  its  founders  for  connecting  the  Poto- 
mac and  Ohio  rivers.  The  main  burden  has,  however, 
been  removed  and  with  the  completion  of  the  canal  as  far 
2* 
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as  the  coal  regions,  it  is  hoped  that  a  new  element  of 
prosperity  will  be  introduced. 

With  regard  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  just  organ- 
ized, it  was  remarked  that  if  half  the  plans  are  fulfilled, 
the  effect  must  be,  sooner  or  later,  to  concentrate  in 
Washington  one  of  the  largest  and  best  collections  in  the 
country,  of  books,  apparatus  and  other  facilities  for  the 
prosecution  of  investigations  in  science  and  art,  giving  an 
interest  to  the  place  throughout  the  year  for  other  attrac- 
tions besides  those  of  a  mere  political  metropolis,  and 
attracting  thither  as  citizens  a  class  of  men  who  will  give 
more  of  permanence  and  tone  to  its  shifting  society. 

In  all  other  points  of  view,  in  relation  to  health, 
expense  and  habits  of  living,  and  accessibility,  the  judg- 
ment of  its  founders  has  been  fully  confirmed. 

It  can  never  become  a  great  city  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  term,  that  is  to  say,  it  can  never  be  the  seat 
of  a  very  heavy  commerce,  and  consequently  of  long  rows 
of  warehouses  and  striking  contrasts  between  the  extremes 
of  wealth  and  poverty ;  but  it  may  become  a  place  for 
the  cultivation  of  that  political  union,  and  that  social 
intercourse  which  more  than  any  thing  else  unbends  the 
sterner  feelings  of  our  nature  and  dispels  all  sectional 
prejudices.  Its  prosperity  will  be  no  unfit  emblem  of  the 
progress  of  our  republic ;  for  it  is  now  occupied  in  about 
the  same  proportion  with  our  extended  territory,  and  every 
sensible  increase  to  the  population  of  the  union,  adds  a 
mite  to  that  of  this  city,  since  it  augments  the  machinery 
of  government." 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Varnum,  and  a  copy  requested 
for  the  archives. 
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STATED  MEETING,  FEBRUARY  2,  1847. 


Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President  in  the 
Chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  note  from 
the  Abbe  Carmelo  Allegro,  of  Messina,  dated  24th  Septem- 
ber, 1846,  presenting  to  the  Society,  through  Mr.  Sherwood, 
U.  S.  Consul,  several  pamphlets  published  in  Palermo 
and  Messina. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  his 
correspondence  since  the  last  meeting. 

1.  From  Henry  C.  Van  Schaack,  Esq.,  dated  Manlius, 
26th  January,  1847,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Society  accepting  his  donation  of  the 
portraits  of  Colonel  and  Madame  Schuyler,  stating  that 
the  same  would  be  forwarded  by  express — and  communi- 
cating an  extract  from  a  letter  respecting  their  authen- 
ticity, from  Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Smith,  widow  of  the  late 
Richard  L.  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Auburn. 

2.  From  Hon.  J.  G.  Palfrey,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  dated  January  28,  1847, 
acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding  member, 
and  accompanied  by  three  discourses  delivered  by  that 
gentleman. 

3.  From  G.  C.  Monell,  Cor.  Secretary  of  the  Newburgh 
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Historical  Society,  proposing  for  corresponding  member- 
ship the  Hon.  S.  W.  Eager,  and  P.  F.  Hann,  Esq.,  of 
Newburgh. 

4.  The  Newark  Daily  Advertiser  of  Jan.  28,  contain- 
ing the  official  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society  at  their  quarterly  meeting  at  Trenton, 
Jan.  21. 

5.  An  Address  before  the  Vermont  Historical  Society, 
by  Prof.  Butler. 

The  Secretary  also  reported  that  since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Society,  he  had  officially  notified  of  their  election, 
all  the  gentlemen  then  elected  resident  or  corresponding 
members,  and  had  sent  to  the  latter,  the  circular  sometime 
since  prepared,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  So- 
ciety. That  he  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  enclosing  a  duplicate  of  the 
memorial,  under  the  seal  of  the  Society,  praying  for  a 
grant  of  the  legislative  documents  of  that  State,  and  ac- 
companied by  a  package  of  bulletins,  etc.,  for  the  State 
Library,  and  had  also  addressed  a  letter  upon  the  same 
subject,  with  a  similar  package,  to  Edward  D.  Ingraham, 
Esq.,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  following  additions  to  the 
Library : 

BY  DONATION. 

Essays  for  Summer  Hours,  by  Charles  Lanman,  2d  ed.  12mo. 
Boston,  1842. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Legislative  Documents,  Reports,  Abstracts,  &c,  for  the  year 
1845  '6. — Gift  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Discourse  delivered  before  the  Maine  Historical  Society,  at  its 
annual  meeting,  Sept.  6,  1846.  By  George  Folsom.  8vo.  Port- 
land, 1837 .—Gift  of  the  Author. 

A  Collection  of  New  Year's  Addresses,  &c,  of  the  Connecticut 
Courant. — Gift  of  the  Librarian. 

An  Eulogy  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  John  Marshall,  C.  J.  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia,  Sept.  24, 
1845.  By  Horace  Binney.  8vo.  Philadelphia,  1835.— Gift  of  E. 
D.  Ingraham. 
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Minutes  of  the  Provincial  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Or- 
ganization to  the  Termination  of  the  Proprietary  Government, 
published  by  the  State.  3  vols.  8vo.  Harrisburg,  1838  '40. — 
Gift  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Pa. 

The  Anti-Masonic  Review  and  Magazine,  etc.  By  Henry  Dana 
Ward.  8vo.  New  York,  1828.— Gift  of  Henry  Gassett,  of 
Boston. 

Address  delivered  at  the  N.  Y.  Institution  for  the  instruction  of 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Dec.  2,  1846,  etc.  By  Harvey  P.  Peet. 
8vo.     New  York,  1847.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

New  Haven  Harbor,  founded  upon  a  Trigonometrical  Survey, 
under  the  direction  of  F.  R.  Hassler,  Superintendent  of  the  Sur- 
vey of  the  Coast  of  the  United  States,  etc.  published  in  1846. — 
Gift  of  Prosper  M.  Wetmore. 

Little  Egg  Harbor,  founded  upon  a  Trigonometrical  Survey,  etc. 
published  in  1846. — Gift  of  the  same. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  Committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following 
candidates,  who  were  thereupon  elected. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  Alexander  McWhorter,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Dr.  Zina  Pitcher,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Edward  A.  Crowninshield,  Boston. 

Rev.  William  B.  Sprague,  D.  D.  Albany. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Silas  Holmes,  Charles  Lanman, 

Rev.  Lott  Jones,  William  T.  Porter, 

Major  Chauncey  Bush,    Thomas  Boyd,  Jr. 
Rev.  James  Roosevelt  Bayley. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  declared  to  be  of  the  classes 
of  membership  named  below  : 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

Martin  Van  Buren,  Daniel  Webster, 

Ambrose  Spencer. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 
J.  Holmes  Agnew,  George  Case. 

GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS,  S.  S.  OSGOOD. 

LIFE  MEMBERS. 
Thomas  Brown,  John  C.  Hamilton, 

GOUVERNEUR  M.   WlLKINS,       GABRIEL  FtTRMAN. 

Several  nominations  for  membership  were  made,  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Librarian  presented  and  read  a  letter  from  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  recently  returned  from  Yucatan,  which 
is  as  follows : 

JAMES  R.  HITCHCOCK  TO  GEORGE  GIBBS. 

New  York,  22d  January,  1847. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

During  a  recent  visit  to  Yucatan,  I  made  a  short 
trip  into  the  interior,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  ruins 
of  Uxmal,  and  on  the  way  stopping  a  short  time  at  the 
town  of  Ticul,  I  made  enquiries  concerning  the  Cura 
Carillo,  the  friend  of  our  distinguished  countryman,  John 
L.  Stephens,  Esq.,  and  was  informed  that  he  died  in  the 
month  of  April  or  May  last.  As  I  have  understood  that 
he  was  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society,  I  judge  this  will  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  that  body 
to  whom,  if  you  desire  to  do  so,  please  communicate  it. 
The  Cura  was  a  man  deservedly  esteemed  for  his 
many  virtues  and  attainments,  and  his  memory  is  held 
in  the  highest  respect  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  grave 
is  just  outside  the  door  of  the  convent  chapel,  in  which 
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for  many  years  he  officiated,  and  to  which  I  was  con- 
ducted by  the  kindness  of  a  gentleman  who  volunteered 
to  guide  me  to  the  places  of  interest  in  the  town. 

To  inform  you  of  the  decease  of  the  Cura  Carillo  was 
the  object  I  had  in  view  when  I  sat  down  to  write  you, 
but  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  digress  so  far  as  to  speak 
briefly  of  my  short  and  hurried  trip  to  the  wonderful  ruins 
of  Uxmal,  upon  the  invitation  of  Don  Alonzo  Manual 
Peon  and  his  brother  Don  Simon  Peon. 

It  was  in  September  that  I  saw  them,  and  owing  to  the 
heavy  rains  and  excessive  vegetation  of  that  season  of  the 
year,  my  visit  was  made  under  disadvantageous  circum- 
stances, but  still  I  had  sufficient  time  and  opportunity  to 
visit  them,  in  spite  of  some  severe  drenchings  and  other 
unavoidable  annoyances. 

By  the  kindness  of  Don  Simon  Peon,  I  had  for  a  cicerone 
"  Albino,"  the  very  efficient  servant  of  Mr.  Stephens,  and 
who  accompanied  him  to  all  the  ruins  he  visited  in  Yuca- 
tan, and  whom  for  his  intelligence  Don  Simon  has  made 
Mayor  Domo  of  the  hacienda  of  Uxmal. 

I  had  Mr.  Stephens'  book  with  me,  and  as  I  visited  the 
different  ruins  was  surprised  at  the  accuracy  and  fidelity 
with  which  Mr.  Catherwood  delineated  them. 

I  first  ascended  the  pyramid,  upon  the  top  of  which  is 
the  house  of  the  Dwarf.  From  the  top  of  this  is  a  view 
of  nearly  all  the  ruins,  and  although  the  ascent  was  a 
little  difficult  and  the  descent  somewhat  dangerous,  we 
considered  ourselves  well  repaid  for  all  our  trouble.  In 
the  house  of  the  Nuns,  Albino  showed  me  a  lintel  of 
"  Sapote  Wood,"  which  he  told  me  was  taken  down  by 
the  Cura  Carillo,  and  from  which  I  took  a  piece,  which 
if  you  think  of  sufficient  interest  you  may  deposit  with  the 
Society.  It  is  curious  ;  showing  the  almost  imperishable 
nature  of  this  famous  wood.  For  although  known  to  be 
over  three  hundred  years  old,  it  is  most  probably  twice 
that  age,  and  is  now  very  firm.  On  visiting  the  house  of 
the  Governor,  we  were  shown  the  apartments  occupied 
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by  Messrs.  Stephens,  Catherwood  and  Cabot  while  there. 
The  three  stones  over  which  presided  that  famous  maid 
of  all  work  Chaipi  Chi,  mentioned  by  Mr.  S.,  were  there 
yet,  and  from  the  ashes  beneath  them  we  selected 
material  to  make  a  charcoal  sketch  of  our  names  on  the 
wall,  following  the  example  of  some  score  of  other  ambi- 
tious persons  who  had  preceded  us,  but  of  all,  we  saw  but 
one  name  in  English,  and  that  was  John  Fletcher,  M.  A., 
Oxford,  England,  June,  1845. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  interest  with  which  I 
viewed  these  ruins, — their  magnitude,  with  the  great  evi- 
dence of  art  in  their  construction,  proves  not  only  a  dense 
population  to  have  existed  at  the  time  of  their  erection, 
but  a  degree  of  civilization  far  removed  from  that  exhibited 
by  their  degenerate  descendants.  It  would  be  folly  for 
me  to  give  more  than  my  impressions  concerning  these 
interesting  matters,  as  no  one  can  add  interest  to  a  subject 
already  so  ably  treated  by  Mr.  Stephens. 

I  commenced  this  trip  at  Merida,  and  on  my  return 
near  Halacho  I  saw  for  miles  the  remains  of  ancient  ruins, 
and  apparently  of  far  greater  age  than  those  of  Uxmal. 
The  buildings  were  prostrate,  but  enough  remained  to 
prove  them  not  only  large  in  dimensions,  but  of  good  design. 

Fragments  of  large  columns  and  sculptured  stone  work 
were  abundant  in  many  places. 

Few  of  our  countrymen  have  visited  Yucatan,  and  in 
truth  there  is  little  of  interest  there  to  visit,  but  to  those 
fond  of  antiquarian  research,  few  countries  present  a 
greater  field.  Probably  not  one  half  of  the  ancient  ruins 
of  the  country  have  yet  been  discovered,  the  inhabitants 
being  perfectly  indifferent  on  the  subject,  and  from  whom 
you  can  get  little  information  as  to  their  whereabouts. 

While  I  was  in  the  country,  a  very  interesting  discove- 
ry was  made  of  an  ancient  building  in  the  city  of  Isamal, 
where  it  had  been  hidden  from  the  time  of  the  conquest 
of  the  country  by  the  Spaniards. 

It  is  supposed,  that  at  the  time  the  Spaniards  invaded 
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the  country,  the  aborigines  to  preserve  their  sacred  build- 
ings and  temples,  hid  them  from  sight  by  covering  them 
with  earth,  causing  them  to  resemble  mounds,  which 
being  soon  overrun  with  vegetation  would  escape  close 
observation. 

It  being  necessary  lately  to  remove  one  of  these  mounds 
in  the  city  of  Isamal,  it  was  discovered  to  contain  in  the 
interior,  a  building  of  handsome  cut  stone,  containing 
many  apartments,  the  walls  of  which  were  painted  with 
figures  of  men  and  animals,  the  colors  of  which  were 
apparently  as  bright  as  though  just  laid  on.  I  obtained 
this  information  from  a  gentleman  who  visited  this  ancient 
building  in  October  last,  at  which  time  the  building  was 
not  all  uncovered,  and  the  intention  of  the  people  was  to 
open  some  others  there  as  soon  as  they  had  exposed  fully 
to  view  the  one  they  were  engaged  upon. 

Travellers  in  Yucatan  may  rely  upon  rather  poor  accom- 
modations in  travelling  through  the  unfrequented  parts 
and  small  towns,  but  in  cities  and  large  towns  they  will 
fare  very  well. 

In  no  country  in  the  world,  can  any  one  travel  so  securely, 
a  highway  robbery  being  a  term  unknown  in  the  vocabu- 
lary of  the  people  ;  while  the  expense  is  trifling  compared 
with  any  other  region. 

The  people  are  simple  hearted,  kind  and  hospitable  to 
a  degree,  but  they  are  indolent  and  lack  firmness  and 
decision  of  character  universally,  or  they  would  not  sub- 
mit to  be  kept  in  turmoil  and  trouble  by  a  few  turbulent 
spirits. 

Naturally  very  peaceably  inclined  and  averse  to  political 
revolutions,  it  is  yet  too  weighty  a  matter  for  them  to  take 
in  hand  the  correction  of  these  domestic  troubles,  and  hj 
putting  down  these  factious  men  secure  their  permanent 
tranquillity. 

I  have  already  extended  this  letter  to  a  greater  length 
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than  was  my  intention,  and  although  somewhat  prolix,  I 
hope  it  may  not  prove  devoid  of  interest. 

Your  friend. 

P.  S.  I  would  add  that  in  whatever  part  of  the  country 
I  happened  to  be,  Messrs.  Stephens,  Catherwood  and 
Cabot  were  enquired  about  and  with  much  interest.  Mr. 
Stephens  is  often  spoken  of,  and  his  book  gave  great 
satisfaction. 

A  series  of  Meteorological  Observations  taken  at  Merida 
during  the  months  of  August,  September,  October  and 
November,  1846,  and  a  grammar  of  the  Maya  language 
by  the  Friar  Joachin  Ruz,  accompanied  the  communica- 
tion, together  with  a  fragment  of  the  Sapote  wood,  refer- 
red in  the  letter,  taken  from  the  "  House  of  the  Nuns," 
at  Uxmal. 

On  motion  of  the  Librarian,  the  Maya  grammar  and  the 
Meteorological  Observations,  were  referred  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society. 

The  Librarian  also  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  that  the  Society  have  heard  with  regret  the 
death  of  the  Cura  Carillo  of  Ticul,  in  Yucatan,  an  hono- 
rary member  of  the  Society,  and  a  gentleman  to  whom 
American  travellers  in  that  country  have  been  under 
so  great  obligation. 

Prof.  Cyrus  Mason  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Theodore 
Keese  of  this  city,  presenting  a  curious  document  in  the 
handwriting  of  Gen.  Seth  Pomeroy,  being  an  estimate  of 
expenses  for  a  family  of  eight  to  ten  persons,  including 
"  help,"  just  one  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  dated  North- 
ampton, Jan.  11,  1747-8. 

Prof.  Morris  stated  that  the  fossil,  so  called,  referred  to 
in  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  had  been  examined  by 
a  committee  of  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  Histoiy  in  this  city, 
and  presented  a  copy  of  their  report. 
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Prof.  Mason  read  the  first  part  of  a  paper  on  the 
"History  of  Taxation  in  France,  England  and  America." 

After  briefly  tracing  the  origin  and  progress  of  taxation 
in  the  nomadic  and  feudal  tribes,  the  Professor  de- 
duced the  history  of  modern  taxation  from  the  decline 
of  the  feudal  system  and  the  origin  of  standing  armies, 
for  the  support  of  which  the  military  tax  of  France  was 
levied  on  the  common  people,  who  were  excused  from 
military  service.  This  tax  which  was  not  levied  on  the 
nobility  or  clergy,  become  gradually  the  dependence  of 
the  government  for  civil  purposes.  And  hence  this  par- 
tial and  heavy  burden  became  extremely  odious  to  the 
common  people,  and  was  a  prominent  cause  of  the 
revolution. 

He  then  proceeded  to  trace  the  origin  and  progress  o 
the  several  great  and  partial  taxes  of  England — the  royal 
monopolies,  the  protective  tariffs,  the  tithes,  the  corn-laws 
and  the  poor-laws.  He  delineated  the  course  and  the 
results  of  the  great  controversies  which  have  agitated  the 
public  mind  concerning  each  of  these  taxes  ;  and  showed 
the  tendency  in  each  case  toward  freedom  of  action  and 
equality  of  public  burdens.  He  forcibly  illustrated  the 
position  that  "taxation  and  representation"  had  ever 
been  inseparable  in  the  English  mind  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic  ;  and  that  the  same  causes  which  induced  the 
English  revolution  of  16S8,  led  also  to  our  revolution  in 
1776. 

In  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  national  debt,  the  Professor 
disclosed  its  origin  and  portrayed  the  insidious  means  by 
which  this  hereditary  tax  was  imposed  upon  the  nation ; 
and  dwelt  particularly  upon  its  degrading  and  depressing 
effect  on  the  people  at  large,  and  on  the  prospective 
greatness  of  the  nation. 

The  Professor  then  passed  to  a  review  of  the  objects  for 
which  taxes  have  been  at  different  periods  levied,  and 
mode  of  their  collection  by  direct  and  indirect  means. 
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And  concluded  by  a  striking  contrast  between  England, 
which  has  always  taxed  severely  for  the  support  of  reli- 
gion, to  the  utter  neglect  of  the  education  of  the  mass, 
and  America,  which  has  left  religion  to  its  own  support, 
but  providing  amply  for  the  education  of  the  people. 

The  history  of  taxation  in  America,  was  reserved  for 
another  occasion. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  Prof.  Mason,  and  a  copy  requested 
for  preservation  among  the  archives. 
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STATED  MEETING,  MARCH  2,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  the  fol- 
lowing letters  received  by  him  since  the  last  meeting,  viz  : 

From  Sir  John  W.  Herschell,  London,  Dec.  10,  1S46, 
acknowledging  his  election  as  an  honorary  member. 

From  Richard  Gardner,  London,  Feb.  3,  1847,  ac- 
knowledging his  election  as  a  corresponding  member. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  reported,  that 
since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  he  had  notified  oi 
their  election  as  honorary,  corresponding,  resident  and  life 
members,  the  gentlemen  elected  in  these  departments  at 
the  monthly  meeting  in  February  ;  and  that  he  had  re- 
ceived letters  and  documents  as  follows. 

1.  From  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  dated  at  Washing- 
ton, acknowledging  his  election  as  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Society,  and  his  readiness  to  advance  its  honorable 
and  useful  objects. 

2.  From  Hon.  George  Case  of  New  Rochelle,  West- 
chester county,  dated  February  16th,  1847,  acknowledging 
his  election  as  a  corresponding  member. 

3.  From  A.  McWhorter  of  New  Haven,  Ct.,  February 

16th,  to  the  same  effect. 

3# 
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4.  From  William  A.  Whitehead,  Esquire,  of  Newark, 
March  1st,  enclosing  a  proof  copy  of  the  engraved  portrait 
of  Lord  Stirling,  which  will  be  given  in  the  forthcoming 
volume  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 

5.  From  Taliaferro  P.  Shaffner,  Louisville,  Ky.,  Feb- 
ruary 14th,  Secretary  and  Librarian  of  the  Kentucky 
Historical  Society,  in  regard  to  the  present  condition  of 
that  institution  ;  stating  that  it  continues  to  prosper  ;  that 
it  has  its  regular  meetings  in  the  city  of  Louisville  ;  a 
library  of  about  three  thousand  volumes  ;  forty  active 
members  and  about  one  hundred  honorary  members. 

That  they  have  succeeded  in  procuring  the  passage  of 
a  law,  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  forward  to  each  State  Historical  Socie- 
ty, that  shall  desire  the  same,  in  the  United  States,  a  copy 
of  the  acts,  journals  and  public  documents,  published  by 
authority  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  that  the  books 
intended  for  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  will  be 
forwarded  by  the  Kentucky  Historical  Societ}',  by  the 
first  opportunity. 

6.  From  the  Maryland  Historical  Society,  a  printed  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  at  the  annual  meeting  on  the  5th 
February,  with  the  report  of  the  President  on  the  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  the  institution.  From  this  report,  it 
appears  that  the  library  embraces  twelve  hundred 
volumes,  of  which  three  hundred  volumes  with  various 
maps  and  pamphlets  have  been  added  during  the  last 
year,  and  also  valuable  portraits  of  Charles  Carroll  of 
Carollton  and  Colonel  John  Eager  Howard.  During  the 
same  period,  a  sufficient  sum  has  been  contributed  for 
the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  joint  occupation  of  the 
Society  and  the  Baltimore  Library  Company,  which  is  to 
be  completed  in  November  next,  and  the  President  con- 
gratulates the  members  that  before  the  expiration  of  the 
present  year,  they  will  be  under  their  own  roof,  where 
ample  security  will  be  provided  for  even  the  most  precious 
of  manuscripts,  books,  portraits  or  productions  of  the 
line  arts. 
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7.  From  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  their 
eighth  bulletin  containing  papers  relative  to  the  battle  of 
the  Brandywine,  supplementary  to  the  accounts  of  the 
battle  by  Joseph  Townsend,  lately  published  by  the 
society. 

The  proceedings  of  the  society  show  large  recent 
additions  to  their  collection  of  manuscript  letters  of  the 
time  of  the  revolution.  They  propose  memorializing  the 
Legislature  in  respect  to  the  publication  of  documents  in 
the  State  Archives,  and  have  themselves  appropriated 
some  monies  to  obtain  copies  of  state  papers  now  in 
England. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  further  stated 
that  he  had  received  no  reply  to  the  letters  written  by 
him,  as  mentioned  in  his  last  report,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  copies  of  the  Legislative  documents  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  that  various  documents  and  maps  addressed 
to  him  had  been  handed  to  the  Librarian  to  whose 
department  they  properly  belonged. 

The  Secretary  also  read  a  communication  from  the 
President  as  follows  : 

ALBERT  GALLATIN  TO  JOHN  JAY,  SECRETARY. 

57  Bleecker  Street,  17th  Feb.  1847. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  herewith  return  the  papers  referred  to  me  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Historical  Society  of  the  2nd  of  this 
month.  The  Maya  Grammar  alone  came  within  the 
scope  of  my  former  researches  ;  and  as  it  is  written  in  the 
Maya  language,  it  would  be  a  work  of  great  labor  to  ex- 
tract what  may  be  intelligible,  and  compare  it  with  that 
of  Bertram,  one  of  the  best  Indian  grammars  which  has 
been  published.  I  may  add  that  the  copy  of  this  in  the 
library  of  the  Historical  Society,  is  very  valuable,  on  ac- 
count of  the  manuscript  marginal  notes  of  the  author,  in 
which  he  retracts  or  modifies  some  rules  in  the  text,  which 
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farther  researches  had  shown  him  to  be  erroneous.  His 
work  bears  throughout  the  impress  of  a  truth-seeker,  who 
has  himself  tried  to  deduce  the  grammatical  rules  from 
the  spoken  language.  Whether  the  grammar  of  Joachin 
Ruz  is  entitled  to  the  same  praise,  or  whether  he  may  not 
have  attempted  to  simplify  and  regulate  that  spoken  lan- 
guage in  a  manner  better  adapted  to  religious  instruction, 
I  cannot  say.  His  grammar,  as  stated  by  him,  is  a  trans- 
lation, or  on  the  model  of  the  grammar  of  D.  Diego 
Narciso  Herraz  y  Quiros,  written  in  Spanish,  and  pub- 
lished at  Madrid  in  the  year  1838.  Those  who  may  wish 
to  pursue  the  enquiry  should  procure  this  work.  As  to 
myself,  my  advanced  age  and  the  state  of  my  health 
during  the  last  nine  months,  forbid  any  hope  of  ever  being 
able  to  pursue  any  farther  my  philological  researches, 
such  as  they  were  ;  and  I  must  leave  the  subject  to  }^ounger 
and  abler  men. 

For  the  same  reason,  I  embrace  this  opportunity  t( 
transmit  a  large  manuscript,  Maya  vocabulary,  given  by 
Don  Juan  Pio  Perez,  to  our  distinguished  countryman, 
Mr.  John  L.  Stephens,  and  which  he  directed  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  library  of  the  Historical  Society,  after  I 
had  made  such  use  of  it  as  I  could.  The  enclosed  trans- 
lation into  Maya,  by  the  same  Joachin  Ruz,  of  a  religious 
book,  which  I  find  in  my  library,  probably  proceeds  from 
the  same  source. 

The  Mexican  and  the  Maya  are  the  two  languages  of 
North  America  which  were  most  extensively  spoken. 
Maya,  properly  speaking,  is  the  name  of  the  language  of 
Yucatan,  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  through  that  extensive 
province,  there  was  but  one  single  dialect,  which  was 
also  that  of  Tobasco.  In  alluding  to  its  extensive  range, 
I  include  under  the  name  all  the  other  languages  which, 
from  their  vocabularies,  evidently  belong  to  the  same 
stock  or  family.  Amongst  these  are  the  Chiapas,  and 
the  eighteen  or  more  Indian  dialects  of  the  State  of  Guati- 
mala,  and  of  the  sea  shores  of  Honduras,   as  far  as  the 
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Mosquito  shore  ;  but  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  the 
Guatimala  dialects  are  derived  from  the  Maya  of  Yucatan, 
as  it  is  not  improbable  that  Yucatan  was  peopled  by  a 
colony  from  Guatimala.  To  that  same  family  belongs 
also  the  Huasteca  spoken  in  the  Province  of  that  name,  on 
and  near  the  Rio  Panuco,  and  including  Tampico.  This 
district,  which  had  not  been  subjugated  by  the  Mexicans, 
was  along  the  Atlantic,  the  most  northern  of  the  semi- 
civilized  nations  of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 

Dear  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  made  a 
report  on  the  nominations  referred  to  them  at  the  last 
meeting,  and  recommended  the  following  candidates, 
who  were  thereupon  elected. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Hon.  S.  W.  Eager,  Newburgh, 

J.  F.  Hann,  " 

J.  F.  Geagen  de  Rojas,  Canada. 

Don  Alonzo  Manuel  Peon,  Merida,  Yucatan. 

Rev.  Thomas  B.  Murray,  London. 

Prof.  Edward  North,  Hamilton  Coll.  N.  Y. 

Anson  J.  Upson,  "  "         " 

Prof.  James  Davie  Butler,  Norwich  University,  Vt. 

Charles  Dennison,  "  "  " 

Charles  Ewer,  Boston. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

H.  B.  Loomis,  Salem  T.  Russell, 

Eben  Goodwin. 

Mr.  Bradish  read  a  note  from  Mr.  Benjamin  P.  John- 
son, Secretary  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Agricultural  Society 
presenting  to  the  society  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Observa- 
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tions  on  the  Commerce  of  the  American  States,"  by  Lord 
Sheffield,  printed  in  London,  1783. 

Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart  presented  and  read  an  auto- 
graph letter  of  General  Washington,  addressed  to  Samuel 
Griffin,  dated  "  Camp  above  Trenton  Falls,  24th  Dec. 
1776." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  M.  Wetmore,  thanks  were  voted 
to  Mr.  Theodore  Keese,  for  the  MS.  of  the  late  General 
Pomcroy  of  Northampton,  presented  at  the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Wetmore  called  attention  to  a  publication  recently 
commenced  in  Philadelphia,  by  Mr.  John  Jay  Smith,  and 
Mr.  John  F.  Watson,  the  first  number  of  which  he  laid 
upon  the  table  for  examination.  The  object  of  this  publi- 
cation is  to  reproduce,  by  the  anastatic  process,  interest- 
ing documents,  engravings,  &c. 

Dr.  Chandler  R.  Gilman  read  a  paper  on  the  "  Defeat 
of  General  St.  Clair  in  1791." 

"  The  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northwest 
frontier  after  the  peace  of  '83,  was  exceedingly  perilous, 
and  the  treaties  of  peace  concluded  with  the  Indians 
rather  increased  than  diminished  these  perils,  encouraging 
emigration  and  thus  multiplying  the  chances  of  conflict, 
and  the  sources  of  irritation.  Every  white  emigrant  was 
looked  on  by  the  Indians  as  a  new  enemy,  every  settle- 
ment a  new  offence.  These  hostile  feelings  were  foment- 
ed by  the  agents  of  the  authorities  in  Canada;  with  these 
and  other  elements  of  strife  on  the  frontier  occasional 
collisions  could  not  but  happen,  and  the  first  blow  struck, 
retaliation  followed,  outrage  succeeded  outrage  till  hos- 
tilities became  general.  In  vain  were  the  agents  of  the 
general  government  despatched  on  missions  of  peace  to 
the  different  tribes  ;  their  efforts  were  frustrated  ere  well 
begun  by  the  conduct  of  the  frontier's  men,  till  even  tribes 
at  first  friendly,  were  driven  by  the  simplest  principles 
of  sell'  defence  to  unite  against  the  whites.  Peace  being 
unattainable,   the    administration  prepared  to  prosecute 
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the  war  with  vigor.  With  this  view  St  Clair,  then  govern- 
or of  the  North  West  Territory,  by  requisition  dated  July  ]  5, 
1790,  called  on  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  for 
fifteen  hundred  levies,  to  assemble  early  in  September  and 
move  from  Fort  Washington  on  the  1st  October.  This 
requisition  was  reluctantly  and  imperfectly  obeyed.  Few 
troops  were  obtained  from  Pennsylvania,  and  those  from 
Virginia  were  of  the  worst  material  and  in  the  worst 
spirit,  badly  armed  and  worse  officered.  General  Har- 
mar,  under  whose  command  the  expedition  was  placed, 
left  Fort  Washington  on  the  30th  October  for  the  Miami 
towns.  The  expedition  was  disastrously  unsuccessful, 
and  Harmar  returned  to  the  river  on  the  4th  November, 
having  lost  a  large  proportion  of  his  regulars  and  many 
militia,  and  effected  absolutely  nothing.  During  the  suc- 
ceeding winter  and  spring,  the  whole  frontier  was  lined 
by  war  parties,  many  of  the  smaller  settlements  cut  off, 
and  property  to  a  very  large  amount  destroyed.  The 
necessity  of  further  effort  was  apparent,  but  though  this 
necessity  was  strongly  urged  upon  Congress,  it  was  not 
till  the  very  last  day  of  the  session,  that  an  act  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontier  was  past.  By  it,  the  President 
was  authorized  to  raise  one  regiment  of  regulars  and  two 
thousand  militia.  General  Arthur  St.  Clair  was  appointed 
to  command  the  new  expedition,  and  Richard  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire  his  second,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier 
general.  Both  these  appointments  were  unfortunate,  that 
of  St.  Clair  especially  so.  He  was  generally  disliked  and 
distrusted  by  the  people  of  the  west,  who  complained 
very  justly  that  competent  and  popular  men  familiar  with 
Indian  warfare,  were  neglected  in  favor  of  a  superannu- 
ated martinet.  As  a  peace  offering  to  these  irritated 
feelings,  the  people  of  Kentucky  were  allowed  to  under- 
take two  expeditions  under  leaders  of  their  own  choice, 
and  conduct  them  in  their  own  favorite  mode  of  warfare. 
The  first  of  these  under  General  Charles  Scott  left  the 
Ohio  river  on  the  15th  May,  '91,  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
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strong.  In  nine  days  having  marched  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles,  they  reached  the  Wabash  towns,  several  of  the 
largest  of  which  were  destroyed,  and  Scott  returned  to  the 
Ohio  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man.  A  second  expedi- 
tion under  Lt.  Col.  afterwards  General  James  Wilkinson, 
left  Fort  Washington  on  the  1st  of  August,  and  after 
encountering  great  difficulties  from  the  broken  country 
and  swollen  streams,  reached  the  Wabash  and  with  little 
resistance  destroyed  two  towns  and  cut  up  five  hundred 
acres  of  corn  in  the  milk.  Wilkinson  too  returned  to  the 
Ohio  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man.  Although  these 
expeditions  were  thus  completely  successful,  yet  their 
influence  on  the  more  important  effort  to  be  made  under 
St.  Clair  was  undoubtedly  bad.  The  people  of  the  west 
contrasting  the  success  of  Scott  and  Wilkinson  with  the 
failure  of  Harmar,  were  confirmed  in  their  preference  for 
their  own  men  and  their  own  mode  of  warfare.  They 
looked  forward  to  the  expedition  of  St.  Clair  as  certain 
to  terminate  in  failure,  if  not  in  disgrace.  While  such 
feelings  pervaded  the  community,  the  raising  of  volunteers 
was  of  course  out  of  the  question,  and  when  resort  was 
had  to  drafting,  the  force,  as  in  the  case  of  Harmar,  was 
of  the  very  worst  character.  Indeed  so  unpopular  was 
the  service,  that  when  the  men  were  at  last  enrolled,  not 
a  sinlge  general  officer  could  be  found  west  of  the  moun- 
tains willing  to  command  them,  and  the  whole  force  was 
of  necessity  placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Oldham,  a  brave  man  but  entirely  without  experience  as 
a  field  officer. 

While  St.  Clair  was  encountering  these  difficulties  at 
the  west,  the  most  unaccountable  and  mischievous  delays 
occurred  at  the  east.  There  seems  to  have  been  great 
neglect  in  the  quartermaster  general's  department,  es- 
pecially in  providing  means  of  transportation. 

Butler  too  wasted  much  valuable  time  in  western 
Pennsylvania.  The  result  of  all  this  was  that  while  the 
instructions  of  St.  Clair  had  promised  that  at  least  three 
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thousand  men  should  rendezvous  at  Fort  Washington,  as 
early  as  the  1st  July,  the  force  did  not  assemble  till  the 
20th  September,  and  then  consisted  of  but  two  thousand 
three  hundred  rank  and  file  ;  and  these  ill-armed,  undisci- 
plined and  utterly  unworthy  the  name  of  soldiers.  At 
the  head  of  this  force,  inadequate  as  it  confessedly  was, 
St.  Clair  felt  compelled  by  the  power  of  public  opinion  to 
take  the  field.  He  left  Fort  Washington  on  the  4th  Octo- 
ber, directing  his  course  to  the  Miami  rapids.  On  the 
12th,  having  made  forty-four  miles,  he  reached  a  position 
which  he  judged  favorable  for  the  construction  of  a  small 
fort,  to  form  one  of  that  chain  which  was  relied  on  as  a 
chief  means  of  securing  the  permanent  control  of  the 
country.  The  building  of  the  fort  delayed  him  till  the 
24th  of  October;  he  then  started  on  his  final  destination. 
His  force  was  now  reduced  to  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  men,  and  every  mile's  advance  showed  the 
unreliable  character  of  his  sullen  and  discontented  army. 
Desertions  had  been  from  the  first  frequent,  but  now  a 
new  difficulty  arose.  The  troops  had  enlisted  for  six 
months ;  the  time  of  not  a  few  of  them  expired,  and  not- 
withstanding the  efforts  of  St.  Clair,  many  demanded  and 
not  a  few  received  their  discharge.  The  army  continued 
however  to  advance,  though  very  slowly,  till  the  31st, 
when  sixty  of  the  Kentucky  levies  deserted  in  a  body. 
St.  Clair  immediately  despatched  Colonel  Hamtramck 
with  the  first  regiment  in  pursuit,  and  himself  with  the 
second  regiment  and  the  levies  continued  his  progress. 
On  the  3d,  late  in  the  evening,  he  reached  the  banks  of 
a  small  stream,  which  St.  Clair  supposed  to  be  a  branch 
of  the  Maumee,  but  which  in  fact  was  a  tributary  of  the 
Wabash.  Here  he  resolved  to  await  the  return  of  Ham- 
tramck, and  to  occupy  his  time  in  erecting  a  small  field 
work,  to  contain  the  knapsacks  and  every  article  of 
superfluous  baggage,  so  that  the  army  might  make  a 
rapid  advance  on  the  Maumee  towns,  supposed  to  be 
distant  about  fifteen  miles.  The  order  of  encampment  on 
vol.  v.  4 
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this  fatal  field,  was  as  follows ;  the  militia  under  Colonel 
Oldham,  three  or  four  hundred  yards  in  advance,  and 
on  the  north  side  of  the  creek  ;  the  regulars  on  the  south  side 
in  two  lines,  the  first  resting  on  the  creek  composed  of  the 
battalions  of  Majors  Butler,  Clark  and  Pattison  ;  the  bat- 
talions of  Gaither  and  Beddinger  made  up  the  second 
line,  between  which  and  the  first  there  was  an  interval 
of  about  seventy  yards. 

To  guard  against  surprise,  Captain  Slough  with  a  small 
party  of  regulars,  was  thrown  in  front  of  the  militia  to  do 
outpost  duty.  As  a  further  precaution,  Colonel  Oldham 
was  directed  to  send  out,  at  least  an  hour  before  day, 
four  or  five  small  parties  in  charge  of  prudent  officers,  to 
3cour  the  woods  in  front  of  his  position.  Having  by  these 
means,  secured  himself  as  he  supposed  against  the  possi- 
bility of  a  surprise,  St.  Clair  who  was  suffering  under  a 
severe  attack  of  the  gout,  spent  the  evening  with  Major 
Ferguson  in  settling  the  details  of  the  field  work  which 
was  to  be  begun  on  the  morrow.  During  the  night,  Cap- 
tain Slough  at  the  outposts,  finding  that  large  bodies  of 
Indians  were  collecting  in  his  front,  fell  back  with  his 
patrol  and  reported  the  fact  to  General  Butler  to  whose 
division  he  was  attached.  By  a  fatal  and  most  unac- 
countable neglect  of  duty,  Butler  took  no  notice  whatever 
of  this  most  important  intelligence,  nor  did  he  communi- 
cate it  to  St.  Clair,  though  he  promised  to  do  so.  An 
hour  before  day,  the  troops  were  put  under  arms,  as  had 
been  the  constant  custom.  About  day-dawn,  Adjutant 
General  Sargent  meeting  Colonel  Oldham  within  the  lines, 
inquired  if  the  parties  ordered  out  the  evening  before  had 
been  sent.  Oldham  confessed  they  had  not,  but  promised 
it  should  be  done  as  soon  as  he  returned.  The  troops 
remained  under  arms  till  near  sunrise,  when  they  were 
dismissed  to  quarters.  Scarce  had  they  retired  and  dis- 
persed through  the  camp,  some  preparing  their  morning 
meal,  some  composing  themselves  to  their  morning  nap, 
when  a  sharp  firing  was  heard  in  front,  and  almost  at  the 
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same  moment  the  militia  dashed    across  the  creek  and 
into  the  midst  of  Butler's  line,  spreading  panic  and  con- 
fusion all  around  them.     The  Indians  followed  steadily 
but  rapidly  upon  their  heels,  pouring  a  close  and  deadly 
fire  upon  them,  and  upon  the  regulars  whom  Butler  and 
his  officers  were  endeavoring  to  form.     Among  the  first 
victims  of  this  fire,  was  the  gallant  General  himself,  who 
was  shot  through  the  body.    Several  of  his  officers  fell  at 
the  same  time,  and    the  troops  were  thrown   into  utter 
confusion.      Meanwhile    the    Indians,  protected    by    the 
underbrush  and  the  thick  wood,  swarmed  along  the  whole 
front  and  left  flank  of  the  line,  never  exposing  themselves, 
but  keeping  up  as  they  sprang  from  tree  to  tree,  and  from 
cover  to  cover,  a  steady,  deliberate  and  murderous  fire. 
To  escape  this,  the  militia  passing  through  the  front  line 
and  the  short  space  that  separated  it  from  the  second, 
threw  that  too  into  confusion,  and  rendered  nugatory  all 
the  efforts  which    Darke,    Beddinger  and  Gaither  were 
making  to  restore  order,   but  the  pursuers  were  an  alert 
as  the  pursued,   and    the   disorganized    mass   of   militia 
scarce  reached  the  second  line,  before  it  too  was  surround- 
ed in   flank   and   rear  by  the  hidden   foe,    before   whose 
unerring  aim,  the  force,  both  regular  and  irregular,  began 
rapidly  to  melt  away.     The  battle  now  raged  all  around 
the   devoted  army.     They  saw  no  enemy,  but  on  every 
side  their  camp  was  encircled  as  by  a  ring  of  fire,  for  at 
every  moment,  and  from  every  tree,  and  copse  and  cover, 
the  rifle  flash  leaped  out,  and  another  and  another  gallant 
soldier  felt  his  last  wound  and  pressed  the  bloody  sod  of 
his   last   battle  field.     The   confusion   every  moment  in- 
creased ;    attempts  were  made   to  serve  the  artillery,  but 
the  men  were  shot  down  almost  as  rapidly  as  they  took 
their  places,  and    the  few  discharges  of  grape  that  were 
made  produced  no  effect  on  an  invisible  enemy.     Encour- 
aged by  their  almost  entire  impunity,  many  of  the  Indians 
now  left  cover,  and  rushed  tomahawk  in  hand  on  the  more 
exposed  portions  of  the  troops.     Sometimes  they  were  met 
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and  either  driven  back  or  slain,  the  ba}ronet  out-reaching 
the  tomahawk,  but  more  frequently  these  sudden  dashes 
were  successful,  and  not  a  few  of  the  troops  were  cut 
down  in  the  centre  of  the  camp. 

Seeing  that  his  men  could  make  no  effectual  resistance 
to   an  enemy  of  whom   they  only  caught  an  occasional 
glimpse,   St.   Clair   resolved  to  try  the  effect  of  a  charge. 
Colonel   Darke,  with  such   part  of  his  force  as  could  be 
collected,  was  directed  to  charge   and   if  possible   break 
the  enemy's   line.     This   order  was   executed  with  great 
spirit,    and   was   for  a  time  perfectly  successful.      The 
enemy  gave   way,   and   were  without    difficulty  chased 
three  or  four  hundred  yards.    But  in  retreat  as  in  advance, 
they  were  seen  only  for  an  instant  at  a  time,  and  when 
Darke,  fearful  of  separating  himself  too  far  from  the  main 
body,  halted,   the  wood  along  his   front  was  instantly  a 
blaze,  and  the  fire  was  just  as  fatal  as  before.     His  posi- 
tion was  evidently  untenable,  and  he  fell  back  towards 
the  camp.     As  he  retreats,  the  enemy  advances,  and  soon 
he  is  again  with  the  main  body,  and  the  fire-circle  again 
embraces   all.     Another  charge  by  part  of  the  first  line, 
headed  by  Major    Butler,   brother  of  the  General,  was 
equally  successful  in   driving  the   enemy  a   few  hundred 
yards,   but   equally  fruitless  of  permanent  good — a  third 
by   Clark — the   same   result — again   and   again  was   this 
manoeuvre  repeated,  but  still  the  savage,  though  prompt 
to  fly  from  the  advance,   follows  quick  upon  the  retreat, 
ever  pouring  in  the  same  destructive  fire. 

The  rank  and  file  of  the  army  could  only  be  brought 
to  these  repeated  charges  by  the  utmost  exertions  of  the 
officers  ;  and  well  did  these  gallant  men  fight  out  their 
last  battle.  Forgetful  of  danger  they  exposed  themselves 
every  way  to  the  Indian  marksmen.  Major  Butler  was 
shot  througli  the  thigh  on  the  first  charge  of  his  regiment, 
yet  when  the  advance  was  again  made,  he  caused  him- 
self to  be  lifted  into  the  saddle,  and  wounded  as  he  was, 
led  on  a  second  and  a  third  fruitless  charge.     Who  can 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY.  41 

read  of  this  exploit  and  not  be  reminded  of  the  day  of  Jarnac, 
where   the   heroic   Conde,  crippled  in  the  same  way,  led 
his  devoted  followers  in  a  contest  as  gallant  and,  alas,  as 
disastrous  !     The  situation   of  St.  Clair's  camp  was  now 
to  the  last  degree  desperate ;  the  troops  huddled  together 
in  one  disordered  mass,  offered  scarce  the  semblance  of 
resistance  to  an  enemy  by  whom  they  were  shot  down  or 
tomahawked  almost  at  pleasure.     It  was  now  nine  o'clock, 
the  action  had  continued. nearly  three  hours.    Four  fifths  of 
the  officers  and  near  one  half  of  the  men  were  either  killed 
or  wounded ;   resistance  on  the  part  of  the  survivors  had 
nearly  ceased,  it  was  no  longer  a  fight — but  a  butchery — to 
remain  where  they  were  was  to  give  themselves  up  a  cer- 
tain but   a   useless   sacrifice.     St.    Clair  who,  though  so 
crippled  by  the  gout  that  he  could  not  mount  a  horse  with- 
out assistance,  had  done  everything  that  courage  or  conduct 
could  do  to  restore  order  to  his  broken  lines,  saw  that  the 
only  hope  was  in  immediate  retreat.     Getting  his  men  into 
as  near  an  approach  to  order  as  possible,  he  made  a  sudden 
dash  with  the  whole  force  upon  the  enemy's  right,  which 
lay  between  the  camp  and  the  road  ;  as  usual  the  Indians 
gave  way — the   road  was   gained,  and   into  it  nearly  the 
whole   army  rushed   in   one   tumultuous    mass.      For   a 
while,   Colonel    Clark   attempted   with    his   regiment   to 
cover  the  flight,  but  he  was  soon  slain  and  his  corps  bro- 
ken up.     The  rout  was  now  complete,  the  Indians  pressed 
rapidly  on  the   flying  troops,   and  for  a  while  it  seemed 
probable    that  the  whole  army  would    be   annihilated; 
happily  the  love  of  plunder  called   off  the  Indians  when 
they  had    followed  the   chase   about   four  miles.       Still, 
though  no  longer  pursued,  the  panic  stricken  troops  would 
not  believe  themselves  safe  ;  nothing  could  arrest  their 
flight  or  prevent  them  from  throwing  away  arms,  accou- 
trements,  anything  that  impeded  them  in   the  race.     It 
was  not  till  when,  about  sunset,  they  reached  Fort  Jeffer- 
son,  that  the  officers   succeeded  in  restoring  order.     St. 

Clair  who  on  a  sorry  pack  horse  had  followed  in  the  rear 
4# 
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of  his  flying  army,  was  one  of  the  last  to  reach  the  fort. 
Here  he  found  Major  Hamtramck  and  the  first  regiment. 
A  council  of  war  was  called,  (for  form's  sake  we  must 
believe,)  to  consider  the  question  of  advance  or  retreat. 
This  question  was  easily  decided.  The  first  regiment 
did  not  half  supply  the  actual  loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 
This  was  not  all — of  those  who  had  escaped  the  morn- 
ing's butchery,  the  greater  part  were  no  longer  soldiers, 
but  rather  a  mere  herd  of  half-armed  and  utterly  disheart- 
ened fugitives.  The  army  as  an  army  no  longer  existed, 
and  it  only  remained  to  conduct  the  disorderly  rout  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  Fort  Washington.  Leaving  his 
wounded  under  the  protection  of  a  force  at  Fort  Jefferson, 
St.  Clair  with  the  great  body  of  the  fugitives,  left  there  at 
ten  at  night.  The  march — the  flight  we  should  rather 
say,  continued  all  night,  and  next  day  till  noon,  when  they 
met  the  supply- waggons  from  Fort  Washington.  Part  of 
the  stores  St.  Clair  immediately  served  out  to  his  half- 
famished  followers,  the  rest  were  sent  under  proper  escort 
to  Fort  Jefferson,  where  they  were  most  urgently  needed. 
The  flight  continued  through  that  and  the  two  following 
days  ;  and  on  the  third,  the  evening  of  the  8th  November, 
the  poor  broken  relics  of  a  gallant  army  reached  Fort 
Washington. 

The  defeat  of  St.  Clair  excited  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  the  mosL  profound  feeling.  In  the  west,  alarm 
and  sorrow  were  mingled  with  the  bitterest  resentment ; 
and  the  unfortunate  General  was  denounced,  vilified  and 
even  personally  insulted.  In  other  quarters,  the  opponents 
of  the  national  administration  were  prompt  to  throw 
responsibility  on  the  government,  and  especially  on  Gene- 
ral Knox.  A  committee  of  Congress  was  appointed  to 
report  on  the  causes  of  defeat ;  but  their  report  exculpa- 
ting St.  Clair,  and  throwing  blame  on  the  quartermaster 
general  and  on  Butler,  produced  little  effect  on  the  public 
mind.     The  papers  and   debates  of  the  day  teem  with 
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statements  the   most  conflicting  and    opinions  the  most 
diverse. 

An  investigation  of  the  whole  matter,  and  a  careful 
comparison  of  the  various  reasonings,  can  scarce  fail  to 
lead  the  candid  enquirer  to  the  conclusion  that  the  defeat 
was  the  nearly  inevitable  result  of  a  combination  of  causes 
over  which  St.  Clair  did  not,  and  probably  could  not,  have 
exercised  any  control.  First,  among  these  causes,  must 
be  named  the  late  period  (March  3d,)  at  which  the  act 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  was  passed,  and  the  short 
term  (six  months)  for  which  the  levies  were  enlisted. 
The  faults  in  the  quartermaster  general's  department,  and 
the  fatal  and  unaccountable  delay  of  Butler  at  Fort  Pitt, 
exercised  a  disastrous  influence  on  the  campaign,  and 
together  with  the  dissatisfied  and  almost  mutinous  spirit 
of  the  western  levies,  reduced  the  probabilities  of  success 
to  the  lowest  point  short  of  the  certainty  of  defeat.  When 
to  these  were  added  on  the  march  the  jealousies  of  the 
officers,  (especially  Butler  and  Darke,)  the  insubordination 
of  the  troops  and  the  deficiencies  of  supplies,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  failure  was  inevitable,  and  an  occasion  only 
wanting.  This  occasion  was  offered  on  the  third  Novem- 
ber, by  a  badly  chosen  order  of  encampment,  the  two 
lines  of  regulars  being  huddled  together  with  only  an 
interval  of  seventy  yards,  by  the  scandalous  neglect 
of  Butler  in  not  noticing  or  reporting  the  intelligence  of 
Captain  Slough  that  Indians  were  collecting  in  great 
numbers  in  front,  and  of  Colonel  Oldham  in  not  sending 
out  the  scouting  parties  as  ordered. 

These  faults  exposed  the  army  to  a  surprise,  and  to 
such  an  army  surprise  was  certain  defeat.  The  number 
of  Indians  engaged  in  the  attack  was  estimated  by  St. 
Clair  at  three  thousand.  This  was  certainly  a  mistake. 
The  same  tribes  were  under  more  favorable  circumstan- 
ces and  with  utmost  exertions  only  able  to  bring  one 
thousand  five  hundred  warriors  into  the  field  to  oppose 
Wayne.     The  Congressional  report  states  the  numbers  at 
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one  thousand  and  fifty,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Barlow 
and  the  traders  at  Niagara.  The  force  was  probably  not 
over  one  thousand,  if  so  large.  A  Shawnee  chief  who 
visited  Fort  Harmar  after  the  peace,  assured  my  father 
that  the  Turtle  had  no  idea  of  defeating  the  whole  army. 
All  that  he  expected  was  to  drive  in  the  militia  and  take  a 
few  scalps,  but  they  went  on  merely  because  no  effective 
opposition  was  offered." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Benedict,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  tendered  to  Dr.  Gilman  for  his  paper,  and 
a  copy  requested  for  the  use  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Benedict  stated  that  an  enquiry  as  to  the  origin  of 
the  federal  mark  for  dollars  having  been  started  in  the 
public  journals,  it  might  be  interesting  to  know  that  the 
letters  U.  S.,  combined  in  a  manner'similar  to  that  mark 
was  carved  as  an  architectural  ornament  on  the  pilasters  in 
the  City  Hall,  where  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
sat  in  this  city.  That  several  of  those  pilasters  were  still 
in  existence  as  a  portion  of  the  board  fence  of  Vauxhall 
Garden  in  the  Bowery,  and  that  one  of  them  also  was  in 
this  room,  (the  library  of  the  society,)  on  which  our  na- 
tional initials  thus  combined  were  now  to  be  seen  in 
excellent  preservation. 
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STATED  MEETING,  APRIL  6,  1847. 


Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President  in  the 
Chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  and 
read  the  following  letters. 

1.  From  Major  J.  D.  Graham,  Washington,  Feb.  19, 
presenting  a  paper  on  the  dip  and  declination  of  the  mag- 
netic needle. 

2.  From  Thomas  W.  Drake,  Zanesville,  Ohio,  Feb.  27, 
acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding  member. 

3.  From  Charles  Ewer,  of  Boston,  March  20,  to  the 
same  effect. 

4.  From  Edward  North,  Hamilton  College,  March  29, 
acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding  member, 
and  referring  to  the  historic  materials  yet  to  be  collected 
in  Oneida  County. 

5.  From  the  Hon.  Alpheus  Felch,  Governor  of  Michigan, 
Detroit,  March  2,  acknowledging  letter  of  Secretary  in 
October  last,  stating  that  the  legislative  volumes  granted 
to  the  society  have  been  selected,  and  suggesting  the  pro- 
priety of  the  Society  giving  directions  for  their  transmission. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  letter 
from  J.  F.  Geagen  de  Rojas,  acknowledging  his  election 
as  a  corresponding  member. 
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The  Librarian  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Herman  E.  Lude- 
wig,  a  corresponding  member,  presenting  a  series  of  arti- 
cles, by  him  published  in  the  Leipsic  "  Serapeum,"  on  the 
subject  of  the  Public  Libraries,  Bibliography,  &c,  of  the 
United  States. 

The  three  articles  on  "  Bibliography  and  Libraries  in  the 
United  States"  in  the  "  Serapeum"  contain  : 

1.  A  complete  list  of  all  the  Bibliographical  works  on 
the  literature  of  American  History  and  Geography,  pub- 
lished from  1629  to  1846. 

2.  A  view  of  the  principal  libraries  in  the  United  States, 
arranged  alphabetically,  according  to  the  several  States 
and  cities,  with  exact  notices  of  the  printed  catalogues  of 
these  libraries,  and  of  some  private  libraries  and  collec- 
tions of  autographs. 

From  27  States,  a  list  of  258  libraries  is  given,*  of  which 
62  have  published  printed  catalogues.  115  of  their  cata- 
logues are  described,  and  of  the  following  libraries  more 
ample  historical  and  literary  details  are  given,  viz  :  of  the 
Library  of  Congress  ;  Harvard  College  ;  American  Anti- 
quarian Society,  at  Worcester,  Mass. ;  N.  Y.  Society 
Library  ;  Mercantile  and  Historical  Society  Libraries  ; 
Philadelphia  Library  Company,  Philosophical  Society, 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  and  Pennsylvania  Hospital 
Libraries  ;  Boston  Athenaeum  and  Massachusetts  Histori- 
cal Society  Libraries  ;  Providence,  Brown  University,  and 
Athenaeum  Libraries  ;  Andover,  Mass.  Theological  Insti- 
tution  Library;  Charleston,   S.   C,  and  Baltimore,  Md., 


•Alabama, 

3 

D.  of  Columbia, 

13 

Connecticut, 

8 

Delaware, 

2 

Georgia, 

5 

Illinois, 

4 

Indiana, 

5 

Kentucky, 

9 

Louisiana, 

5 

Maine, 

4 

Maryland, 

12 

Massachusetts, 

24 

Michigan, 

4 

Mississippi, 

2 

Missouri, 

5 

New  Hampshire, 

5 

New  Jersey, 

15 

New  York, 

40 

North  Carolina, 

3 

Ohio, 

24 

Pennsylvania, 

35 

Rhode  [aland, 

5 

South  Carolina, 

7 

Tennessee, 

6 

Vermont, 

2 

Virginia, 

11 

Whole  number  of  Libraries,         258 
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Society  Libraries  ;  Salem  Social  and  East  India  Society 
Libraries  ;  Libraries  of  the  Jesuit  Institutes  at  George- 
town, D.  G.j  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  New  Orleans  State 
Library,  &c. 

The  number  of  volumes,  the  year  of  the  foundation, 
and  any  farther  particulars  have  been  ascertained  as  far 
as  it  was  possible. 

Short  notices  of  the  private  libraries  of  Messrs.  Ticknor 
and  Pickering,  at  Boston,  Dow,  at  Cambridge,  Samuel 
Ward,  at  New  York,  Smets,  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  Henin 
and  Schmidt,  at  New  Orleans,  Brown,  at  Providence,  R.  L, 
Marsh,  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  Force,  at  Washington,  and  of 
the  autograph  collections  of  Messrs.  Sprague,  at  Albany, 
Gilmore,  at  Baltimore,  Teft,  at  Savannah,  Cist,  Jr.,  at 
Cincinati,  Smith,  Jr.,  at  Philadelphia,  are  given. 

The  author  is  of  the  opinion  that  more  has  been  done 
for  the  establishment  of  libraries  in  this  country  since 
its  independent  existence,  than  in  any  other  country  of  the 
world. 

3.  A  view  of  the  bibliographic  organs  of  forthcoming 
literature  in  the  United  States,  from  1804  to  1846,  with 
notes  on  the  book  trade,  antiquarian  book  concerns,  and 
the  prospects  of  the  proposed  establishment  of  a  larger 
German  book  store  in  this  city. 

The  articles  under  the  title  "  Curiosities  of  American 
Literature,"  concern — 

1.  The  bibliophily  of  Mr.  Force,  at  Washington  city, 
in  reprinting  some  of  the  wanted  pages  in  the  journals  of 
the  general  assembly  of  the  colony  of  New  York  from 
1766  to  1776,  and  supplying  the  fifty-one  copies  printed  of 
these  journals  at  Albany,  in  1820,  with  these  reprints. 

2.  The  Cambridge  Bay  Psalm  Booh  of  1640,  the  first 
book  printed  in  this  country,  of  which  only  three  copies 
are  known,  and  of  which  only  one  copy  is  perfect.  The 
description  of  this  book  given  by  Isaiah  Thomas,  in  his 
history  of  printing  in  America,  which  was  given  from  an 
imperfect  copy,  wanting  the  title  page,  is  supplied  from  the 
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copy  in  the  Library  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society. 

3.  Books  in  Ana,  printed  in  the  United  States,  a  sup- 
plement to  a  French  catalogue  of  Anas,  which  the  author 
published  in  1837,  in  fifty  copies,  for  private  distribution, 
and  which  Mr.  Namur  at  Brussels,  reprinted  a  year  after, 
under  his  own  name.  Twenty-one  anas  of  little  or  no 
literary  importance  are  named  as  a  proof  that  our  litera- 
ture also  in  this  kind  of  publications,  which  has  occupied 
so  often  the  bibliographers  of  Europe,  is  not  wanting. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  Committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following  can- 
didates, who  were  thereupon  elected. 

HONORARY  MEMBER. 
Rev.  Thomas  Hartwell  Horne,  Lib.  Brit.  Museum,  London. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

John  C.  Vaughan,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Dr.  George  O.  Jarvis,  Derby,  Conn. 

Hon.  John  Henry,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Rev.  James  P.  Sturtevant,  President  111.  College. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  Robert  Baird,  D.  D.,   Warren  Delano, 
Frederick  A.  Delano,  Luther  R.  Marsh, 

John  T.  Agnew,  George  C.  Anthon. 

Mr.  Wetmnre  stated  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Society 
for  1846  were  printed,  and  that  some  copies  now  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Bradish,  from  the  Executive  Committee,  read  a 
report  of  a  select  committee  appointed  by  that  committee 
to  report  the  details  of  a  plan  to  be  submitted  to  the  So- 
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ciety  for  the  monthly  publication  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  society,  and  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  accord- 
ingly adopted. 

L  That  the  Society  will  publish  monthly,  except 
during  the  summer  recess*  a  Bulletin,  or  report  of  its  pro- 
ceedings. 

II.  The  monthly  Bulletin  to  be  published  shall  be 
octavo  in  form,  and  shall  contain: 

1.  A  succinct,  well  digested  report  of  the  business  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society. 

2.  Abstracts  of  the  reports  or  communications  from  the 
several  officers  of  the  Society. 

3.  Abstracts  of  the  reports  of  the  Executive  and  other 
committees  of  the  Society. 

4.  Abstracts  of  the  papers  read  before  the  Society. 

5.  A  condensed  report  of  oral  addresses  made,  and 
discussions  had,  upon  interesting  topics,  before  the 
Society. 

III.  In  order  that  the  Bulletin  may  be  prepared,  and  the 
Bulletin  itself  published  as  promptly  as  possible,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  officers  and  committees  of  the 
Society,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  its  meetings,  to  furnish 
in  due  form  for  publication,  abstracts  of  the  reports  and 
communications  from  their  respective  departments  ;  and 
persons  reading  papers  before  the  Society,  shall  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  similar  abstracts  of  such  papers  for  the 
same  purpose. 

IV.  To  receive  and  dispose  of  the  matter  to  be  thus 
furnished,  there  shall  be  appointed  a  Reporter  of  the  So- 
ciety or  Editor  of  the  Bulletin,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
receive  the  matter  thus  furnished,  put  it  in  order,  and 
superintend  the  printing  and  publication  of  the  Bulletin. 

V.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  invested  with 
full  power,  and  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  carrying 
these  several  resolutions  into  effect. 

Mr.  Bradish  stated  that  Dr.  Zina  Pitcher  of  Detroit  has 
vol.  v.  5 
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presented  to  the  society  the  Fossil  from  Lake  Superior, 
referred  to  in  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  19th  Jan- 
uary last. 

Mr.  William  Chauncey,  from  a  select  committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  meeting  of  19th  January  last,  to  solicit 
subscriptions  towards  a  sum  of  $1,000,  to  be  expended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Library,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  completed  their  duties,  and  submitted  a  list  subscribed 
by  the  following  gentlemen,  at  $50  each,  viz : 

Shepherd  Knapp,  Edwin  Bartlett, 

William  Chauncey,  Thomas  Tileston, 

Eugene  Bogart,  Paul  N.  Spofford, 

James  Phalen,  James  G.  King, 

William  E.  Wilmerding,  Robert  B.  Minturn, 

Samuel  J.  Beals,  Moses  H.  Grinnell, 

Matthew  Morgan,  Henry  W.  Hicks, 

William  H.  Aspinwall,  Charles  Minturn, 

Joseph  W.  Alsop,  William  S.  Wetmore, 

Henry  Chauncey,  Samuel  Ward. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Wetmore  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of  the  Society 
are  due  and  hereby  tendered  to  Mr.  William  Chauncey, 
chairman  of  the  select  committee,  and  to  his  associates, 
for  their  zealous  and  successful  exertions  in  promoting  the 
objects  of  this  Society. 

Mr.  Chauncey,  after  returning  his  acknowledgments  for 
the  above  vote,  desired,  whilst  on  the  subject  of  finances, 
to  know  what  disposition  had  been  made  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  of  a  resolution  offered  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Society  in  October  last,  and  referred  to  them,  on  the 
subject  of  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  raise  a  fund 
for  the  erection  or  procurement  of  a  suitable  fire  proof 
building  for  the  permanent  accommodation  of  the  Society 
and  its  collections. 

Mr.  Gibbs,  from  a  select  committee  appointed  by  the 
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Executive  Committee,  read  a  report  thereon,  which  he 
stated  was  lying  on  the  table  in  the  Executive  Committee 
for  further  consideration. 

Several  nominations  for  membership  were  made,  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  William  Chauncey  nominated  for  membership  the 
several  gentlemen  whose  names  appear  on  the  subscription 
list  tendered  this  evening,  who  are  not  already  members 
of  the  society,  with  the  view  that  they,  as  well  as  the 
other  subscribers  on  the  said  list,  be  declared  life  members. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Headley  read  a  paper  entitled  "  The  Three 
Epochs  of  the  Revolution." 

Mr.  Headley  stated  that  there  were  three  great  decisive 
points  in  the  revolution,  on  which,  successively,  the  fate 
of  the  struggle  for  awhile  hung  suspended.  After  illustra- 
ting the  spirit  which  animated  the  colonists,  he  spoke  of 
the  massacre  of  our  men  at  Concord  and  Lexington,  which 
by  its  atrocity  awakened  a  resistance  that  immediately 
brought  about  an  open  war.  But  after  the  success  at 
Bunker's  Hill,  misfortune  followed  misfortune  so  fast  that 
the  country  lost  all  heart,  and  as  the  campaign  of  1776 
drew  to  a  close,  there  seemed  every  reason  to  believe  it 
would  be  the  last.  Then  occurred  the  third  epoch — the 
battle  of  Trenton.  But  for  this  the  army  would  have  dis- 
banded and  the  next  spring  found  us  at  the  mercy  of  the 
enemy.  Burgoyne's  expedition  must  have  been  successful 
and  the  northern  colonies  cut  in  two.  And  even  if  he  had 
not  succeeded,  the  result  would  have  been  still  worse,  for 
in  all  human  probability  the  conspiracy  to  elevate  Gates 
to  Washington's  place  would  have  succeeded.  The 
former  crowned  with  laurels  and  the  latter  with  defeat 
would  not  have  been  such  unequal  competitors  for  the 
chief  command. 

But  after  these  successes,  which  served  to  reanimate  the 
country,  disaster  again  commenced,  and  the  whole  cam- 
paign made   up  of  the  battles  of  Brandywine   and   Ger- 
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mantown,  showed  that  our  troops  from  want  of  discipline 
could  not  stand  before  the  British  troops,  and  it  closed  with 
the  gloomy  encampment  at  Valley  Forge.  Here  Steuben 
commenced  a  system  of  rigid  discipline  which  was  soon 
extended  throughout  the  entire  army.  Short  enlistments 
and  ignorance  of  our  officers  had  hitherto  prevented  the 
thorough  drilling  of  our  troops,  but  the  work  was  now 
rigorously  prosecuted.  The  battle  of  Monmouth  followed, 
which  proved  in  such  a  striking  manner  the  incalculable 
advantage  of  discipline,  that  the  system  of  Steuben  imme- 
diately became  a  permanent  thing,  and  an  entire  revolution 
in  the  army  was  effected.  From  that  time  on  the  regular 
troops,  or  continentals  as  they  were  called,  were  never 
beaten  by  an  equal  number  of  British  soldiers.  Our 
strength  before  unwieldy  became  compact  and  manage- 
able, and  a  number  of  victories  crowned  our  efforts  with 
success. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Headley,  and  a  copy  reques- 
ted for  the  archives. 
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STATED  MEETING,  MAY  4,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  letters  from 
Rev.  Thomas  S.  Savage,  Cape  Palmas,  Western  Africa, 
and  P.  L.  Simmonds,  London,  acknowledging  election  as 
corresponding  members. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  additions  to  the  Library 
since  his  last  report,  viz  : 

BY  DONATION. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Art  Union  for  the  year  1845.  8vo. 
— Gift  of  the  American  Art  Union. 

The  Original  Text  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  New- 
York.  Prepared  by  John  Duer,  Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  John 
C.  Spencer.  Folio.  Albany,  1828. — Gift  of  the  Hon.  Luther 
Bradish.    « 

The  Original  Reports  of  the  different  Chapters  composing  the  Re- 
vised Statutes,  as  presented  to  the  Legislature  by  the  Revisers. 
6  vols.     8vo.     Albany,  1827— 28. — Gift  of  the  same. 

A  Statistical  View  of  the  Population  of  Massachusetts  from  1765 
to  1840.     8vo.     Boston,  1846. — Gift  of  Freeman  Hunt. 

Rerum  et  Urbis  Amstelodamensium  Historia,  etc.     Auctore  Joh. 
Isacio  Pontano.     Folio.     Amsterodami.   1611. — Gift  rf  Benj. 
Ferley  Poore,  Paris. 
5* 
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Parliamentary    Reports,    Documents,   etc.     From   1792   to   1834. 

45  vols.     Folio,     v.  d. — Gift  of  Messrs.  Bartlett  and  Welford. 
Journal  of  the  Convention  in  relation  to  the  Charter  of  the  City  of 

New    York,    1846.     8vo.     N.   Y.,    1846.— Gift  of  David    T. 

Valentine. 
Documents  of  the  City  Convention,  1846,     8vo.     N.  Y.,  1846. — 

Gift  of  the  same. 
Literary  Studies  ;  a  Collection  of  Miscellaneous  Essays.     By  W. 

A.  Jones.     Vol.  I.     12mo.     N.  Y.,  1847.— GV/i  of  the  Author. 
The  Philosophy  of  Magic,  Prodigies  and  apparent  Miracles.     From 

the   French   of  Eusebe   Salverte,  etc.     2  vols     12mo.     N.  Y., 

1847. — Gift  of  Messrs.  Harper  and  Brothers. 
The  Philosophy  of  Mystery.     By  Walter  Cooper  Dendy.     12mo. 

N.  Y.j  1845. — Gift  of  the  same. 
Gramatica  Yucataca,  per  El.  P.  Fr.  Joaquin  Ruz,  formada  para 

la  Instruccion  de  los  Indigenas,  sobre  el  Compendio  de  D.  Diego 

Narciso  Herranz  y  Quiros.  sm.  8vo.   Merida  de  Yucatan,  1844. 

Gift  of  James  R.  Hitchcock. 
Observations  on  the  Commerce  of  the  American  States.     With  an 

Appendix,  etc.     [By  Lord  Sheffield,]  2d  ed.     8vo.     Lon.  1783. 

— Gift  of  Benjamin  P.  Johnson,  Albany. 
Discourse  at  Barnstable  on  the  3d  of  Sept.,  1839,  at  the  Celebration 

of  the  Second  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  Settlement  of  Cape 

Cod.     By  John  Gorham  Palfrey.     8vo.     Bos.,  1840.— Gift  of 

the  Author. 
Discourse  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  Rev.  John  Thornton 

Kirkland,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  etc.     June  5,  1810,  in  the  new  South 

Ch.   in  Boston.     By  J.   G.   Palfrey.     8vo.     Cambridge,   1840. 

— Gift  of  the  Author. 
Discourse  on  the   Life  and  Character  of  the  Rev.   Henry  Ware. 

D.  D.,  A.  A.  S.,  Cambridge,  Sept.  28,  1845.     By  John  G.  Pal- 
frey,  D.  D.,   LL.  D.      8vo.      Cambridge,   1845.— Gift  of  the 

Author. 
The  Sin  and  Danger  of  Self  Love  Described,  in  a  Sermon  preached 

at    Plymouth,    in   New  England,    1621,  by   Robert   Cushman. 

With  a  Memoir  of  the  Author.     8vo.     Bos.,  Dec.   22,   1846.— 

Gift  of  Charles  Ewer,  Boston. 
An   Exposition  of  a  Book  pub.   by   D.   Appleton  and   Co.,  called 

Hazlitt's  Translation  of  Guizot's  History  of  Civilization.     By  R. 

W.  Haskins.    8vo.  pp.  55.     Buffalo,  1846.— Gift  of  the  Author. 
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An  Address  del.  before  the  Vermont  Historical  and  Antiquarian 
Society,  Montpelier,  16  Oct.,  1846.  Appendix,  etc.  By  James 
D.  Butler.     8vo.  pp.  36.     Montpelier,  1846. 

II  Gabinetto  di  Storia  Naturale,  a  di  Archseologia  in  Calatagirone 
dono  del  Prof.  Emm.  Taran  o  Rosso.  4to.  Catania,  1843-5. — 
Gift  of  the  Abbe  Carmelo  Allegro,  Messina. 

Y  Cenhadwr  Americanaidd.  Cyf  V.  Avvst.,  1844.  Rhif  LVI. 
(Containing  a  Welsh  4th  of  July  Oration.)  8vo. — Gift  of  M. 
M.  Jones,  Utica. 

The  Prose  Writers  of  America.  With  a  Survey  of  the  History, 
Condition  and  Prospects  of  American  Literature,  By  Rufus 
Wilmot  Griswold.  Illustrated  with  portraits  from  original  pic- 
tures. 8vo.     Phil.  1847.— Gift  of  the  Editor. 

Guide  to  Plymouth  and  Recollections  of  the  Pilgrims.  By  William 
S.  Russell.     12mo.     Bos.,  1846.— G^  of  William  A.  Thomas. 

History  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  from  its  first  settlement  in  1660. 
to  January,  1845.  By  Miss  F.  M.  Caulkins.  12mo.  Norwich. 
1845. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Elementary  Lessons,  being  a  Course  of  Instruction  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  ;  Part  1st.  By  Harvey  Prindle  Peet.  2d  ed.  12mo. 
N.  Y.,  1846.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Course  of  Instruction  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  Part  2d.  By  Har- 
vey Prindle  Peet.     12mo.     N.  Y.,  1845. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Scripture  Lessons  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  By  Harvey  Prindle 
Peet.     12mo.     N.  Y.,  1846 .—Gift  of  the  Author \ 

Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Report  and  Documents  of  the  New  York 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York.  For  the  year  1846.  8vo, 
N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  of  H.  P.  Peet. 

Address  del.  at  the  N.  Y.  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  Dec.  2,  1846.  By  Harvey  P.  Peet.  With  an 
appx.  containing  the  Proceedings  at  the  Dedication  of  the  Chapel. 
8vo.     N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Collections  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society.  Vol.  II.  8vo. 
[N.  Y.]  1847.  (Containing  the  Life  of  Lord  Stirling;  by  Wil- 
liam Alexander  Duer.) — Gift  of  the  Society. 

A  Historical  Sketch  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York.  By  the  Rev. 
William  Berrian,  D.  D.     8vo.  N.  Y.,  1847 .—Gift  of  John  Jay. 

An  Account  of  the  Celebration  of  the  First  Semi-Centennial  Anni- 
versary of  the  Incorporation  of  Columbia  College,  etc.  8vo. 
N.  Y.,  1837.— Gift  of  the  same. 
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Bibliotheca  Americana:  or,  a  Chronological  Catalogue  of  the  most 

curious  and   interesting  Books,  Pamphlets,  State   Papers,  etc.. 

upon  the  subject  of  North  and  South  America,  etc.     4to     Lon.. 

1789. — Gift  of  the  Hon.  William  Jay. 
Speech  of  the  Hon.  G.  Rathbun,  of  New-York,  in  favor  of  an  appro- 
priation for  the  Heirs  of  D.  D.  Tompkins,  del.  in  the  H.  of  R., 

Feb.  4,  1847.     8vo.  pp.  8.     Washington,  1847.— Gift  of  Hon. 

J.  H.  Anderson. 
Report  of  the  Organization  Committee  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion,   etc.     8vo.     Washington,    1847. — Gift  of  Hon.    W.    W. 

Campbell. 
American  History  :  comprising  Historical  Sketches  of  the  Indian 

Tribes,  etc.     By  Marcius  Willson.     8vo.     N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift 

of  Messrs.  Mark  H.  Newman  8f  Co. 
On  Three  Several  Hurricanes  of  the  Atlantic,  and  their  Relations 

to  the   Northers  of  Mexico,  etc.     By  W.  C.    Redfield.     8vo. 

pp.  118.     New-Haven,  1846.— Gift  of  the  Author. 
The  Life  and  Services  of  Major  General  John  Thomas.     Compiled 

by  Charles  Coffin.    8vo.  pp.  33.    N.  Y.,  18U.— Gift  of  William 

A.  Thomas. 
Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Library,  1847.     8vo. 

Albany,  1847.     (Containing  a  Catalogue  of  Additions  since  Jan., 

1846.) — Gift  of  Prosper  M.  Wetmore. 
Third  Report  of  the  Prison  Association  of  New-York,  including  the 

Constitution  and  By-Laws,  etc.     In  Two  Parts.     Part  I.     8vo. 

pp.  111.     N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  of  the  same. 
Senate  Document,  No  3.     29th  Congress.    2nd  Session.     Report  of 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communicating  a  report  from  the 

Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  for  1846. — GftofLt.  J.  M. 

Gilliss. 
Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Report  and  Documents  of  the  New  York 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.     For  1846. 

8vo.  N.  Y.  1847.— Gift  of  O.  W.  Morris. 
Proceedings  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Nos.  3  and  4. 

(  Completing  Vol.  1.)    8vo.    Newark,  1847. — Gift  of  the  Society. 
Gazetteer  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  in  three  parts,  containing  a 

General  View  of  the  State,  etc.     By  John  T.  Blois.  12mo.  De- 

troit  and  New  York.  1840. — Gift  of  the  Librarian. 
The  New  York  State  Register,  for  1845  ;  containing  an  almanac 

for  184.") — 10,  etc.     Edited  by  O.  L.  Holley,  8vo.  N.  Y.   1845. 

Gift  of  the  same. 
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The  New-York  State  Register,  for  1846  ;  being  a  supplement  to  the 
Register  for  1845.  etc.  8vo.  N.  Y.  June,  1846. — Gift  of  the  same. 

New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer.  Vols.  XXXIV.  and  XXXV.  April 
1.  1846  to  April  1.  1847.  (Newspaper).— Gift  of  Thomas  D. 
Lowiher. 

The  Columbian,  (Newspaper,)  For  the  Country.  Dec.  15,  1810 
to  Dec.  30,  1812,  and  Jan.  1,  1812  to  Dec.  31,  1813.  Bound 
in  two  vols.     Folio. — Gift  of  John  McKesson. 

A  Compendium  of  the  several  branches  of  Practice  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  at  Westminster,  etc.  8vo.  London,  1688. — Gift 
of  the  same. 

Elements  of  Jurisprudence  treated  of  in  the  Preliminary  Part  of  a 
Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Laws  of  England.  4to.  Lon.,  1783. 
Gift  of  the  same. 

A  Digest  of  the  Law  concerning  Libels,  containing  all  the  Resolu- 
tions in  the  Books  on  the  subject,  and  many  MS.  cases,  etc.  By 
a  Gentleman  of  the  Inner  Temple.  4to.  Lon.,  1765. — Gift  of 
the  seme. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Doctrine  lately  propagated  concerning  Attach- 
ments of  Contempt,  the  Alteration  of  Records,  and  the  Court  of 
Star  Chamber,  etc.  By  an  English  Constitutional  Crown  Law- 
yer.    4to.     Lon.,  1769. — Gift  of  the  same. 

A  Summer  in  the  Wilderness  ;  embracing  a  Canoe  Voyage  up  the 
Mississippi  and  around  Lake  Superior.  By  Charles  Lanman. 
12mo.     N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

United  States  Coast  Survey.  Maps  of  New  Haven  Harbor  and 
Little  Egg  Harbor.  2  sheets.  Pub.  in  1846. — Gift  of  the 
U.  S.  Treasury  Department. 

Atlas  Maritime,  containing  various  Maps  and  Charts.  Circa, 
1764—1776.     (French.)— Gift  of  J.  Geagen  de  Rojas. 

Topographical  Map  of  the  Road  from  Missouri  to  Oregon,  com- 
mencing at  the  mouth  of  the  Kanzas  in  the  Missouri  River  and 
ending  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wallah  Wallah,  in  the  Columbia. 
In  VII.  Sections.  From  the  field  notes  and  Journal  of  Capt.  J. 
C.  Fremont,  etc.  Compiled  by  Charles  Preuss.  1846.  By  order 
of  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S. — Gift  of  Hon.  D.  S.  Dickinson, 

Minutes  of  Temperature,  taken  in  the  city  of  Merida,  Yucatan, 
between  Aug.  1.  and  Nov.  22,  1846.  By  James  R.  Hitchcock. 
MS.  folio.     4  leaves. — Gift  of  the  Author. 
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Autograph  Letter  from  Gen.  George  Washington  to  (Col.)  Samuel 
Griffin,  "about  raising  Companies  or  Battalions  in  the  Jerseys,' 
24th  Dec.,  ITIG.—Gift  of  F.  Campbell  Stewart,  M.  D. 

Journals  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New. York.  From  the 
First  to  the  Sixteenth  Session.  1777—1793.  (  These  MS.  ori- 
ginal copies  of  the  Journals  are  nearly  complete.) — Gift  of  John 
McKesson. 

"  The  Capture  of  Major  Andre."     Engraved  from  a  picture  by 

Durand,  by  Alfred  Jones,  and  Smillie,  and  Hinshelwood — Gift 

of  the  American  Art  Union. 
William  Alexander — Lord  Stirling.      Engraved  Portrait.     Proof 

on  India  Paper.     [Engraved  for  Duer's  Life.     Vol=  II.     Coll. 

N.  J.  Hist.  Soc.]— Gift  of  William  A.  Whitehead. 

Compass,  used  by  the  Chinese  Junks  in  their  voyages. — Gift  of 

George  H.  Lamson. 
Sapote  Wood.     Fragment  from  the  "  House  of  the  Nuns,"  at  Ux- 

mal. — Gift  of  James  R.  Hitchcock. 

BY  PURCHASE  AND  EXCHANGE. 

American  Monthly  Review,  or  Literary  Journal :  from  Jan.  to 
April  inclusive,  1795.  With  an  Appendix.  Vol.  I.  8vo. 
Phil.,  1795. 

Beauclerk,  Topham.  Bibliotheca  Beauclerkiana.  A  Catalogue 
of  the  Large  and  Valuable  Library  of  the  late  Hon.  Topham 
Beauclerk,  F.  R.  S.,  etc.  To  be  sold  April  9,  et  seq.  1781. 
Prices. 

Biographie  Universelle,  Ancienne  et  Moderne,  etc.  Supplement. 
Tome  lxxx.  8vo.  Paris,  1847.  [Continuing  set,  presented 
by  H.  Ondcrdonk,  Jr.] 

Catalogue  of  Maps,  Prints,  Drawings,  etc.,  forming  the  Geographi- 
cal and  Topographical  Collection  attached  to  the  Library  of  His 
late  Majesty  King  George  III.,  and  presented  by  H.  M.  King 
George  IV.  to  the  British  Museum.     2  vols.     8vo.     Lon.,  1829. 

Elliot,  Jonathan.  Debates  on  the  Adoption  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, etc.  5  vols.  8vo.  Washington,  1836  —  45.  [This, 
although  called  the  second,  is  in  reality  the  third  edition  of  this 
work — the  fifth  volume  containing  the  Madison  Papers  connected 
with  the  subject.] 
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Hitchcock,  Edward.  Final  Report  on  the  Geology  of  Massachu- 
setts.    2  vols.     4to.     Plates.     Northampton,  1841. 

Hening,  William  Waller.  The  Statutes  at  Large :  being  a  Col- 
lection of  all  the  Laws  of  Virginia,  from  the  First  Session  of  the 
Legislature,  in  the  year  1619.  13  vols.  8vo.  Richmond. 
Phil.     New-York.     1819—23. 

Lloyd,  Thomas.  The  Trial. of  Alexander  Addison,  Esq.,  etc.,  on 
an  Impeachment  before  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania.  2d  ed. 
8vo.     Lancaster,  1803. 

New-Jersey.  Laws  of  the  State  :  revised  and  published  under  the 
authority  of  the  Legislature.  By  William  Paterson.  4to. 
Newark,  1800. 

Rupp,  I.  Daniel.  History  of  Lancaster  County,  to  which  is  pre- 
fixed a  Brief  Sketch  of  the  Early  History  of  Pennsylvania. 
Compiled  from  authentic  sources.     8vo.    Lancaster,  Penn.,  1844. 

Smith,  Samuel  H.,  (and  Thomas  Lloyd.)  Trial  of  Samuel  Chase, 
etc.     2  vols.     8vo.     Washington,  1805. 

United  States.  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  the  Act  of  May  10,  1800,  etc.  3  vols.  8vo. 
Washington,  1637. 

The  Register  of  Debates ;  being  a  Report  of  the 

Speeches  delivered  in  the  Two  Houses  of  Congress,  reported  for 
the  U.  S.  Telegraph,  revised  and  corrected,  23d  Congress,  First 
Session.     3  vols.     8vo.     Washington,  1834. 

Statutes  from  1789  to  1827,  in  Chronological  Order  ; 


published  under  the  inspection  of  Joseph  Story.  3  vols.  8vo. 
Bos.,  1827.  Continuation  from  1828  to  1836.  Edited  by  George 
Sharswood.     Vol.  IV.     8vo.     Phil.,  1837. 

Code  of  Laws  for  the  District  of  Columbia :  pre- 


pared under  the  Act  of  29th  April,   1816.     (By  W.  Cranch.) 
8vo.     Washington,  1819. 

History  of  the  Last  Session  of  Congress,  which  com- 


menced on  the  seventh  of  December,  1801.     Taken  from  the 
National  Intelligencer.     8vo.     Washington,  1802. 

On  motion  of  the  Librarian,  a  resolution  was  adopted, 
tendering  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to  Mr.  McKesson,  for 
the  valuable  donation  of  MS.  Journals  of  the  New- York 
Assembly,  and  other  documents  and  volumes,  formerly 
belonging  to  his  father,  the  Hon.  John  McKesson. 
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The  Librarian,  by  request  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
made  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  MS.  collections  of  the 
Society,  in  connection  with  the  progress  of  the  Catalogue. 
He  stated  that  some  attempts  seem  to  have  been  made  at 
an  arrangement,  but  very  imperfectly  carried  out. 

The  Stirling  Papers  consisted  of  three  volumes  bound 
and  a  large  mass  tied  up  in  packages,  containing  receipts, 
accounts,  and  matters  apparently  private,  and  labelled 
"unimportant."  Before  proceeding  to  catalogue  the  pa- 
pers, it  was  deemed  advisable  carefully  to  examine  these 
bundles,  to  ascertain  if  there  was  anything  of  value  among 
them.  The  result  was  the  discovery  of  a  large  number 
of  interesting  and  valuable  letters  and  papers,  mostly  of  a 
date  preceding  those  in  the  bound  volumes,  being  corres- 
pondence of  James  Alexander,  Lord  Stirling's  father, 
relating  to  the  N.  J.  Proprietary  Affairs,  and  that  of  Lord 
Stirling,  while  acting  as  Aid  and  Private  Secretary  of  Gen. 
Shirley,  in  the  French  War  of  1755-56.  These  latter 
are  very  valuable  and  complete,  as  illustrating  the  history 
of  the  war  from  the  death  of  Braddock  to  the  arrival  of 
Lord  Loudon.  Among  them  are  letters  of  Gen.  Shirley, 
Gen.  Winslow,  Col.  Bradstreet,  Philip  Livingston,  Ri- 
chard Peters,  of  Philadelphia,  James  Otis,  of  Massachu- 
setts, William  Livingston,  William  Smith,  jr.,  the  histo- 
rian, and  others. 

These  papers  will  make  an  addition  of  at  least  three  full 
volumes  to  the  series  of  Stirling  Papers.  The  whole  are 
now  arranged  in  exact  chronological  order — the  earliest 
in  date  being  in  1717,  a  letter  from  William  Alexander, 
of  Edinburgh,  uncle  of  Lord  Stirling,  and  the  last  in  the 
series  a  letter  of  condolence  from  General  Washington,  in 
17S3  to  the  Countess  of  Stirling,  on  the  death  of  Lord 
Stirling. 

The  Crates  Pajicrs,  one  of  the  most  valuable  collections 
in  the  country,  are  bound  in  twenty-two  volumes.  Find- 
ing a  great  number  of  packages  of  accounts,  bills,  army 
vouchers,  orders,  &c,  marked  "  Gates  Papers,  private  and 
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unimportant,"  these  have  been  also  patiently  examined, 
and  all  that  are  really  private  and  of  no  value  are  placed 
away  again  in  packages  and  marked.  The  papers  found, 
and  which  are  deemed  worth  binding  with  the  others, 
will  make  at  least  four  volumes,  which,  with  the  original 
drafts  of  Gates'  own  letters  to  other  persons,  never  bound 
or  arranged,  will  add  some  eight  or  ten  volumes  to  the 
series — making  thirty  or  more  in  the  whole. 

The  papers  of  the  U.  S.  Military  and  Philosophical 
Society,  which  have  never  been  bound,  have  been  ar- 
ranged, the  correspondence  in  chronological  order,  and 
the  other  papers  in  a  class  for  binding.  They  will  make 
three  or  four  volumes  as  large  as  can  be  conveniently 
bound,  and  contain  letters  from  many  of  the  most  promi- 
nent men  of  the  period  from  1802  to  1810,  and  are  of 
much  interest,  as  exhibiting  the  movements  which  led  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 

The  Colden  Papers,  bound  in  two  volumes,  are  very  valu- 
able, but  on  examining  the  bundles  and  files  laid  away  as 
"unimportant,"  others  quite  as  valuable  have  been  found, 
and  extending  the  series  down  to  the  year  1774.  The 
additional  papers  will  make  two  more  volumes.  They  are 
arranged  and  ready  to  be  catalogued.  Much  of  this  col- 
lection consists  of  official  correspondence  with  the  British 
government — instructions,  etc., — and  also  with  the  other 
colonies.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned,  the  official 
communication  to  the  government  of  New  York,  by  Gov- 
ernor Gage  of  Mass.,  of  the  commencement  of  hostilities, 
&c,  at  Lexington. 

Of  the  Duer  Papers,  of  which  only  one  volume  has 
been  bound,  others  which  will  make  a  full  volume,  and 
of  as  much  historical  interest  as  the  one  bound,  have  been 
discovered  and  arranged. 

The  catalogue  is  in  progress,  as  rapid  as  the  nature  of 
the  work  will  permit,  and  will  be  completed,  if  possible, 
during  the  summer. 

vol.  v.  6 
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It  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  all  the  manuscripts 
should  be  bound  as  arranged,  and  thus  completely  se- 
cured, except  from  fire,  while  the  work  of  the  catalogue 
is  going  on. 

The  report  concluded  with  a  recommendation  of  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  subscription  of  five  hundred  dollars  be 
invited,  for  the  purpose  of  properly  arranging  and  binding 
the  several  series  of  MSS.,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Librarian. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  carry  the  said  resolution  into  effect,  viz.  : 

Messrs.  Prosper  M.  Wetmore, 
Samuel  J.  Beebee,  and 
James  W.  Beekman. 

The  Librarian  read  a  letter  addressed  to  the  President, 
from  Mr.  Charles  Lanman,  presenting  to  the  society  a 
volume,  containing  a  description  of  a  canoe  voyage,  which 
he  performed  last  summer,  to  the  head  waters  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  around  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior; 
also  presenting  a  small  Indian  pipe,  made  out  of  the 
celebrated  material  known  as  the  Red  Pipe  Stone. 

The  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following 
candidates,  who  were  thereupon  elected. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  Luther  Halsey,  D.  D.  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

His  Exc'y  Alpheus  Felch,  Gov.  Mich.,  Detroit. 

Marcius  Willson,  Canandaigua,  N.   Y. 

Dr.  Nathan  S.  Jarvis,  U.  S.  A.,  Monterey,  Mexico. 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  Lemuel  G.  Olmstead,  David  Haynes, 

John  Wiley,  Joseph  Sampson, 

Charles  S.  Francis,  David  P.  Belknap, 

Samuel  Sherwood,  S.  N.  Davis, 

George  H.  Moore,  Robert  L.  Case, 

*  Thomas  Tileston,  *  Robert  B.  Minturn, 

*  Moses  H.  Grinnell,  *  Charles  Minturn. 

Mr.  Wetmore  laid  on  the  table,  by  the  direction  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  the  prospectus  of  Mr.  William  Van 
Norden,  the  publisher  of  the  proposed  Bulletin,  or  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  society,  and  invited  the  subscrip- 
tion of  members. 

Dr.  Horace  Green,  from  a  select  committee,  appointed 
at  a  meeting  of  the  society  held  2d  June,  1846,  to  com- 
municate with  Henry  Stevens,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Vermont  Historical  Society,  in  relation  to  certain  historical 
documents  which  he  has  been  collecting  during  the  last 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Stevens,  in  which 
he  states  that  he  has  endeavored  to  collect  public  docu- 
ments, private  correspondence,  pamphlets,  &c,  included 
in  the  time  between  the  years  1749  and  1791,  which 
relate  to  the  part  which  New  England  took  in  the  Revo- 
lution ;  also  many  documents  in  relation  to  the  doings  of 
leading  men  in  New  York,  their  letters  relating  to  the 
war,  the  scarcity  of  money,  provisions,  etc.,  especially  in 
the  northern  department.  Many  papers  also  relative  to 
the  controversy  respecting  the  New  Hampshire  grants  ; 
in  all  many  bound  MS.  volumes,  with  an  index  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pages. 

That  these  documents  have  been  offered  by  Mr.  Stevens 
to  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  will  probably  be  purchased 
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by  that  state.  But  Mr.  Stevens  offers  that  if  this  society 
choose  to  possess  itself  of  any  documents  in  his  possession, 
and  will  send  any  person  to  examine  his  catalogue  and 
designate  such  as  may  be  desired,  he  will  have  them 
copied  "  on  very  reasonable  terms,"  and  present  such 
copies  to  this  society. 

Various  nominations  for  membership  were  made  to  the 
society  and  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Prof.  Edward  Robinson  read  a  paper  on  the  "  Depres- 
sion of  the  Dead  Sea." 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  the  thanks  of  the 
society  were  voted  to  Prof.  Robinson,  and  a  copy  re- 
quested for  the  archives. 

Lewis  H.  Morgan,  Esq.,  of  Rochester,  read  a  paper 
on  the  territorial  limits,  geographical  names  and  trails  of 
the  Iroquois.  The  memoir  treated,  I.,  of  the  grandeur 
of  the  forest  scenery  of  the  territory  of  Ho-de-no-sau-nee, 
or  Iroquois,  in  the  days  of  the  aboriginal  dominion ;  the 
boundaries  between  the  nations  ;  their  eastern  and  western 
trails  ;  their  employments ;  their  hunter  spirit,  and  con- 
tentment with  their  destiny.  II.  Geography  of  the 
Ho-de-no-sau-nee,  and  names  of  ancient  localities,  now 
transferred  to  cities  and  villages  ;  the  great  central  trail 
of  the  Iroquois,  commencing  at  Albany,  branching  north 
by  Ko-la-nc-ka,  or  Johnstown,  south  up  the  Mohawk, 
uniting  at  Rome,  proceeding  to  Oneida  Castle,  thence  to 
the  valleys  of  the  Onondaga  and  Genesee,  and  beyond  to 
Niagara  and  to  the  west ;  these  great  trails  indicating  the 
natural  line  of  migration,  that  of  the  Iroquois  being  one  of 
the  natural  highways  of  the  continent.  III.  Notices  of 
the  Ontario,  Genesee,  Coshocton,  Susquehannah  and  Lake 
trails ;  the  natural  Southern  highway ;  the  villages  upon 
the  trails,  and  the  dexterity  of  the  Indian  runners ;  the 
value  and  importance  of  aboriginal  remains,  and  the  duty 
of  the  white  race,  to  whom  the  destiny  of  the  red  man 
seems  to  have  been  committed. 

Mr.  Morgan  also  presented  an  Indian  map  of  Ho-dc-no- 
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sau-nee-geh,  the  Indian  name  of  New  York,  or  more 
properly  of  all  the  Iroquois  country,  meaning  literally  the 
"  Territory  of  the  People  of  the  Long  House."  Upon  this 
map,  is  marked  the  great  Indian  trails,  the  boundaries  of 
the  Six  Nations,  and  the  Indian  names  of  the  villages, 
lakes,  streams,  &c,  with  explanatory  tables. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Morgan's  paper,  the  thanks 
of  the  society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Morgan,  and  a  copy 
requested  for  the  archives,  after  which  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent introduced  to  the  society  Dr.  Wilson,  a  native 
Iroquois,  an  educated  gentleman,  who,  he  hoped,  would 
favor  the  society  with  some  remarks  upon  the  subject  of 
the  paper,  or  upon  any  other  topic  he  might  think  proper. 
Dr.  Peter  Wilson,  in  his  native  tongue,  Wa-o-wa-wa- 
na-onk,  or  They  heard  his  voice,  said,  he  was  very  happy 
to  meet  the  gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society  on  this 
occasion,  the  Historical  Society  of  Ga-nun-no,  or  the 
Empire  State,  as  it  is  called  by  the  Pale  Faces. 

"  You  see  before  you,"  said   he,  "  an  Iroquois,  yes,  a 
native  American  !     You  have  heard  a  history  of  the  great 
Indian  trails,  the  geography  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
before  it  was  known  to  the   Pale  Faces.     The  land  of 
Ga-nun-no,  was  once  laced  by  these  trails  from  Albany 
to  Buffalo,  trails  that  my  people  had  trod  for  centuries — 
worn  so  deep  by  the  feet  of  the  Iroquois,  that  they  became 
your  own  roads  of  travel,  when   my  people   no  longer 
walked  in  them.     Your  highways  still  lie  in  those  paths, 
the  same  lines  of  communication  bind  one  part  of  the 
'Long  House'  to  another.     My  friend  has  told  you  that 
the  Iroquois  have  no  monuments.     These  are  their  monu- 
ments.    The  land  of  Ga-nun-no,  the  Empire  State,  is  our 
monument.      We  wish  to  lay  our  bones  under  its   soil 
among  those  of  our  fathers.     We  shall  not  long  occupy 
much  room  in  living — still  less  when  we  are  gone." 

The  time  was  already  far  advanced,  but  he  was  happy 
to  have  the  opportunity  for  a  few  remarks  on  a  subject  in 
which  the  Iroquois  were  deeply  interested.     He  was  glad 
6* 
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to  hear  the  remarks  of  his  friend  Mr.  Morgan,  and  to 
observe  the  interest  they  excited.  He  had  nothing  to  add 
on  that  subject.  He  would  speak  of  his  mission — which 
was  now  more  important  to  himself  as  well  as  his  race. 

He  was  here  on  behalf  of  a  small  band  of  his  country- 
men, who  had  been  by  fraud  induced  to  leave  their  lands 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  emigrate  to  the  west  of  the 
Mississippi.     They  were   a  portion  of  the  Iroquois,  who 
were  removed  in  1846 — deceived  by  the  representations 
of  the  agents  of  the  government.     He  had  been  to  Wash- 
ington to  seek  relief  for  them.     The  facts  were  admitted 
by  the  department,  with  regard  to  the  deceptions  of  the 
agent  and  the  sufferings  of  this  unfortunate  people.     They 
have  been  also  substantiated  here.      After  their  arrival 
west  of  the  Mississippi — disease  came  among  them.     A 
large  portion  were  laid  in  the  bosom  of  their  mother  earth. 
Some  chiefs  who  had  returned,  represented  their  condi- 
tion as  deplorable.     Not  one   but  would  return — but  they 
have  not  means.     One  chief  who  returned  said  to  another 
as  he  saw  his  friends  dying  off,     "  You  see  we  are  going 
into  our  graves.     Graves  already  prepared — people  falling 
into  them.     Let  us  go  back  to  the  country  of  our  fathers." 
The  old  chief  refused  to  go.     He  had  been  deceived  and 
had  been  made   to   deceive   his  people.       "  I   shall   not 
leave — leave  my  friends  to  death.     More  they  die  here — 
I  will  stay.     I  will  leave  my  bones  here.     If  you  leave, 
go  !     You  always  told  me  it  was  good   country.     I  stood 
by  you.      You  deceived  me.      You  have   deceived   my 
people.       They   not   to   blame."       When    his    last    hour 
arrived,  he  told  his  wife.     "  Lay  my  bones  here — do  not 
take  them  back  to  New  York,  but  tell  them  I  fell  here  as 
a  brave  warrior.     I  was  at  Chippewa  and  Fort  Erie — 
never  deserted    my  people — therefore  I  will   leave  my 
bones  here  among  my  people.     I  shall  be  contented." 

After  his  death — all  were  sick.  They  were  twelve 
miles  from  Fort  Scott.  The  sun  poured  his  rays  upon 
them — they  were  forced  to  crawl  into    the  ravines   to 
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escape  the  burning  heat.  A  company  of  soldiers — though 
put  there  to  shoot  down  Indians,  had  the  humanity  to  take 
pity  on  them.  They  ministered  to  them — gave  them 
water  and  food. 

The  subject  has  been  laid  before  the  government.  The 
department  disclaimed  the  acts  of  its  agents — but  could 
do  nothing  without  the  action  of  Congress.  He  was 
advised  to  apply  to  the  Legislature,  and  had  done  so, 
but  nothing  was  to  be  expected  from  them  at  present, 
although  they  made  an  examination  of  the  case. 

The  facts  were  plain.  To  dwell  on  them  would  be  too 
long.  The  Indians  were  there  suffering  and  desirous  to 
return.  He  asked  all  friends  of  humanity  to  aid  them. 
He  approved  the  sympathy  with  suffering  in  other  lands, 
and  asked  that  the  suffering  remnant  of  the  once  powerful 
Iroquois  might  be  included  in  the  sphere  of  that  generous 
philanthropy,  which  sent  relief  to  the  Greek,  the  Pole 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Islands. 

Dr.  Wilson  then  referred  to  the  history  of  the  intercourse 
of  the  original  inhabitants  with  the  whites,  and  particu- 
larly the  relations  of  the  Iroquois  to  the  English  Colony 
of  New  York.  The  history  of  that  intercourse  was 
aggression— retaliation — extermination. 

"  I  have  been  told,"  said  he,  "  that  the  first  object  of  this 
Society  is  to  preserve  the  history  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  You,  all  of  you,  know,  that  alike  in  its  wars  and 
its  treaties  the  Iroquois,  long  before  the  Revolution,  formed 
a  part  of  that  history ;  that  they  were  then  one  in  council 
with  you,  and  were  taught  to  believe  themselves  one  in 
interest.  In  your  last  war  with  England,  your  red  brother — 
your  elder  brother — still  came  up  to  help  you,  as  of  old, 
on  the  Canada  frontier!  Have  we,  the  first  holders  of 
this  prosperous  region,  no  longer  a  share  in  your  history  ? 
Glad  were  your  forefathers  to  sit  down  upon  the  threshold 
of  the  '  Long  House ;'  rich,  did  they  then  hold  themselves, 
in  getting  the  mere  sweepings  from  its  door.  Had  our 
forefathers  spurned  you  from  it  when  the  French  were 
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thundering  at  the  opposite  end,  to  get  a  passage  through 
and  drive  you  into  the  sea,  whatever  has  been  the  fate  of 
other  Indians,  the  Iroquois  might  still  have  been  a  nation; 
and  I,  too,  might  have  had — a  country  ! 

"  There  is  a  tradition  among  the  Iroquois  race  that  no 
white  man  can  enter  the  regions  of  happiness  of  the  Great 
Spirit,  except  General  Washington  ;  and  he  only  to  within 
a  certain  distance,  where  the  sweepings  of  the  house  are 
thrown  out,  and  that  is  a  great  blessing.     And  what  is 
the  reason  ?     A  great  man}r  persons  say  the  Indians  are 
bad — they  are  savages ;  and  they  are  taught  this  when  a 
child ;  perhaps  the  first  book  the  child  looks  at  he  will  see 
a  picture  of  some  Indians,  yelling  and  shouting,  and  thus 
they  are  taught  to  consider  them  as  savages.     But  this  is 
a  mistake — they  are   as   kind  as   any  other   people — the 
Great  Spirit  made  the  Indian  and  gave  him  feelings,  the 
same   as   the    pale    faces.      The    Indian  loves  his  child 
as  much  as  the  pale  faces,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
even  a  little  more.     You  never  hear  of  an  Indian  disinhe- 
riting his  child,  for  his  religion  teaches  him  to  consider  a 
child  a  blessing.     Now  when  the  pale  faces  heard  of  the 
confederacy  of  the  Six  Nations,  they  came  from  the  east, 
and  they  said — '  The  Great  Spirit  made   us  as  well  as 
you,  and  therefore  he  is  our  father  and  we  are  brothers.' 
The   Indian  thought  this  good  logic  ;  but  they  said,  '  we 
have  a  father   across  the  Great  salt  water,  the  Kino-  of 
England ;  and  he  is  also  your  father ;  and  when  his  ene- 
mies fight  against  him,  you  must  fight  against  his  enemies ;' 
and  the  Indian  said  he  would.     Well,  the  first  thins:  we 
know,  the  red-coats  were  fighting  at  Bunker  Hill — the  son 
was  fighting  against  his  father ;  so  we  took  our  tomahawks 
and  fought  against  these  unnatural  sons.     But  the  sons 
conquered,    and    England  was  compelled    to   grant  the 
independence  of  her  colonies.    Then  the  pale  faces  came, 
and  they  said,  '  You  fought  with  us — you  have  forfeited 
your  right  to  this  land  and  must  go  away ;'  but  General 
Washington  said,  '  come  back,  and  remain  in  your  land, 
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and  make  your  homes  with  us.'  Then  the  prophet  said, 
the  white  men  are  bad,  and  cannot  dwell  in  the  regions  of 
the  Great  Spirit,  except  General  Washington,  and  he 
could  only  be  admitted  to  the  distance  I  have  stated. 

"There  was  a  Prophet  of  our  race,  in  early  times,  who 
prophesied  that  the  days  would  come  when  troubles 
would  fall  upon  them,  so  that  they  would  knock  their 
heads  together.  When  that  time  came,  they  were  to 
search  for  a  large  palm  tree,  and  shelter  their  heads 
beneath  its  shadow — let  their  bodies  be  buried  at  its  roots, 
and  cause  that  tree  to  flourish  and  become  the  fitting  mo- 
nument of  the  Iroquois  race.  That  time  has  now  come  ; 
we  are  in  trouble  and  distress — we  knock  our  heads 
together  in  agony,  and  we  desire  to  find  the  palm  tree, 
that  we  may  lay  down  and  die  beneath  it — we  wish  the 
palm  tree  to  be  the  State  of  New  York,  that  it  may  be 
the  monument  of  the  Iroquois." 

Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Butler  rose,  and  paying  a  high  com- 
pliment to  the.  eloquence  of  Dr.  Wilson,  who  had  made  so 
thrilling  an  appeal  to  the  sympathy  of  all  present  on 
behalf  of  the  remnant  of  the  once  powerful  nation  of  the 
Iroquois,  and  after  expressing  his  confidence  in  the  state- 
ments just  made,  gave  a  succinct  view  of  the  action  of  the 
public  authorities  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  parti- 
cular company  of  Senecas  and  Cayugas,  referred  to  by 
Dr.  Wilson,  from  this  State  to  their  present  homes  beyond 
the  Mississippi.  The  subject  had  received  the  careful 
attention  of  the  Legislature — a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
of  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Folsom,  a  distinguished  member  of 
this  Society  was  chairman,  had  made  a  report,  re- 
commending an  appropriation  of  two  thousand  dollars,  to 
restore  these  unfortunate  persons  to  their  loved  haunts  in 
this  State.  But  the  pressing  nature  of  the  business  before 
the  Legislature,  urgent  because  essential  to  carry  into 
effect  the  new  Constitution  of  this  State,  precluded  all 
hope  of  any  action  upon  the  proposition  at  the  present 
session.    It  appeared  from  official  documents  incorporated 
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in  Mr.  Folsom's  report,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Agent 
in  the  removal  of  these  Indians  had  never  been  sanctioned 
by  the  War  Department ;  but,  without  an  appropriation 
of  Congress,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Government 
to  afford  relief.  Dr.  Wilson  had  now  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  must  appeal  to  the  justice  and  sympathy  of 
of  the  pale  faces  for  assistance,  to  relieve  the  remnant  of 
his  race  from  the  swift  destruction  which  menaces  them 
in  the  wilds  to  which,  in  an  evil  hour,  they  consented  to 
remove.  He  was  rejoiced  to  see  Dr.  Wilson  here  this 
night,  and  happy  to  have  heard  from  his  lips  the  explana- 
tions he  had  given.  That  gentleman  had  said  he  was  a 
Native  American ;  and  he  was  a  species  of  Native 
American,  said  Mr.  Butler,  to  whom  we  could  all  extend 
the  hand  of  fellowship  and  courtesy.  The  wrongs  of  the 
Red  Man  had  been  eloquently  portrayed  by  one  of  their 
most  gifted  representatives — and  the  only  reparation  now 
in  our  power,  was  to  respond,  promptly  and  cheerfully  to 
the  call  which  is  now  made. 

The  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  he  was  informed,  was 
all  that  was  required  to  afford  the  necessary  relief,  and  he 
hoped  such  action  on  the  part  of  this  Society  would  be 
adopted,  as  would  enable  Dr.  Wilson  to  effect  the  object 
he  had  so  much  at  heart,  and  which  he  felt  sure  all  who 
had  been  present  on  this  occasion  would  be  ready  to  aid. 
He  did  not  propose  that,  the  Society  as  a  body  should  take 
definite  action,  but  that  the  members  individually,  before 
separating,  should  contribute  to  the  object  which  had  been 
presented. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Wetmore  seconded  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Butler, 
in  a  few  observations,  in  which  he  dwelt  upon  the  inter- 
est of  the  subject  introduced  by  Dr.  Wilson,  and  the  high 
gratification  he  had  felt  in  listening  to  the  eloquent  address 
of  that  gentleman — a  gratification  which  it  was  very  evi- 
dent had  been  shared  by  all  the  members  present.  Mr. 
Wetmore  hoped  that  the  society  would  not  separate  with- 
out giving  some  practical  evidence  of  their  sympathy  in 
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the  misfortunes  of  a  most  interesting  portion  of  the  human 
family.  Should  this  be  done,  and  Mr.  Wetmore  had  no 
doubt  that  it  would  be  done  in  a  manner  honorable  to 
the  liberality  of  the  members,  then  indeed  it  could  be 
said  by  Dr.  Wilson,  as  his  name  in  his  own  Iroquois 
indicated,  Wa-o-wa-wa-na-onk,  "They heard  his  voice." 

Mr.  Wetmore  adverted  to  the  singular  coincidences  of 
the  events  of  the  evening.  Mr.  Morgan  had  come  from  a 
distant  section  of  the  state,  to  read  a  paper  before  the 
society,  on  a  subject  unknown  to  the  members.  He  had 
selected  for  his  theme  on  this  occasion,  and  most  ably 
had  he  treated  it,  the  ancient  trails  and  territorial  boun- 
daries of  the  Iroquois.  In  the  course  of  his  dissertation 
frequent  allusion  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Morgan  to  the  con- 
trolling influence  exercised  by  the  tribes  of  the  Iroquois. 
At  the  close  of  the  reading,  when  every  member  had 
been  deeply  impressed  with  respect  for  the  many  excel- 
lent traits  of  Indian  character  developed,  one  of  that  very 
race  had  enchained  the  attention  of  the  society  by  a 
stirring  and  felicitous  exposition  of  the  past  and  present 
condition  of  his  brethren,  now  fast  perishing  from  destitu- 
tion in  the  remote  western  territories  of  the  union. 

The  statements  of  Dr.  Wilson  were  verified  in  a  memo- 
rial to  the  Legislature,  drawn  by  a  distinguished  civilian 
of  New-York,  who  had  lately  presided  over  that  branch 
of  the  national  government  charged  with  the  management 
of  Indian  Affairs.  These  statements  were  sustained  also 
by  the  present  able  head  of  the  same  department,  himself 
a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  and  the  whole  subject 
had  been  carefully  examined  and  proved  by  another  emi- 
nent citizen  then  present — Mr.  Butler — who  had  also  filled 
the  same  important  station  under  the  government. 

These  coincidences  were  certainly  remarkable,  and  it 
might  be  said  that  there  was  a  Providential  design  in  thus 
bringing  to  the  public  notice,  in  a  manner  well  calculated 
to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  philanthropist  and  the  Chris- 
tian, the  condition  of  that  small  remaining  portion  of  a 


72  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

powerful  race  which  once  held  undisputed  sway  over  the 
broad  lands  and  noble  rivers  now  belonging  to  the  state  ; 
whose  appeal  to  the  sympathy  of  the  public  for  the  simple 
means  to  sustain  life,  had  been  so  earnestly  and  feelingly 
presented  by  Dr.  Wilson. 

Mr.  Wetmore  trusted  that  when  the  adjournment  took 
place,  which  he  then  moved,  a  subscription  would  at  once 
be  opened  at  the  librarian's  desk,  in  aid  of  the  object  con- 
templated by  Dr.  Wilson. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Hoffman  begged  that  the  motion  to  adjourn 
might  not  be  pressed.     He   sympathized  in  all  that  elo- 
quent gentlemen  had  just  said  about  the  members  of  this 
society  coming   forward  before   leaving   these  rooms  and 
contributing  what  laid  in  their  power  to  assist  Dr.  Wil- 
son's suffering  friends.     But   he   would    go   farther  than 
this.     He  would   have  the  society,  as   a  society,  take  this 
matter  from  Dr.  Wilson's  hands.    The  hour  was  late,  but 
if  we  sat  till  daybreak,  he  hoped  the  society  would  not 
adjourn  without  taking  such   action  in  the  premises.     It 
had  been  intimated  that  as  an  association  strictly  literary 
and  scientific,  we  could  not  move  in  this  matter;  "what 
then,"  said  Mr.  Hoffman,  "  are  we  to  busy  ourselves  only 
with  musty  documents,  and  let  the  living  monuments  around 
us  perish  from  lack  of  power  to  cherish  the  vitality  that 
still  lingers  in  them  ?     We  have  heard  to  night  a  learned 
paper  upon  the  antiquities  of  the  Iroquois  ;  we  have  voted 
thanks  to   the   able    compiler ;  we   shall,   probably,  vote 
money  for  its  publication.     We  have  heard,  too,  another 
discourse   from  a  living  Iroquois,  who   appeals  to  us  in 
behalf  of  his  perishing  race.     Are  the  traditions  of  his 
forefathers,  as  recapitulated  by  a  learned  member  of  this 
body,    of    more     importance    than   the   preservation    of 
the   race   itself"? "       Mr.   Hoffman  then  in    a   few  rapid 
sentences    showed    how    closely  the    destinies    of   the 
Iroquois    had  been  interwoven  with  all    that  was  most 
memorable  in  the  history  of  this  state — that  they  were  the 
bulwark  of  the  Province  against  the  French  and  hostile 
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Indians  for  the  space  of  a  century,  and  had  fought  side  by- 
side  with  us  on  the  Niagara  frontier  during  the  last  war 
with  England ;  and  that  in  the  darkest  hours  of  the  infant 
colony  they  had  alike  under  the  Dutch  and  the  English 
rule  sustained  it  with  their  valor  and  cheered  it  with  their 
counsel,  at  the  moment  when  the  terror-stricken  inhabitants 
were  about  to  abandon  our  present  state  capital  to  the 
invaders.  If  the  state  were  now  willing  that  "these 
Romans  of  the  American  continent,"  as  Volney  terms 
the  Iroquois,  the  "  Spartans  of  the  Red  race,"  as  our 
own  Governeur  Morris  called  them,  if  the  state  were 
indeed  willing  to  eject  from  her  borders,  this  indigenous 
growth  of  her  own  generous  soil,  the  Historical  Society 
should  make  an  appeal  to  the  past,  which  would  echo 
through  all  her  borders.  But  in  this  instance,  it  should 
appeal  to  the  past  for  the  direct  object  of  preserving  the 
present.  It  were  childish  pedantry  to  give  all  our  efforts 
and  our  care  to  the  decyphering  of  dead  Indian  names, 
when  living  Indian  tribes  are  crumbling  around  us. 
The  first  object  of  the  incorporation  of  this  society,  was 
to  preserve  the  history  of  this  state ;  let  it  this  moment 
then  take  order  that  what  remains  of  a  living  record 
shall  not  be  obliterated  from  our  soil. 

Mr.  Farley  Gray  said  he  had  never  been  more  interested 
on  any  occasion  than  he  had  been  on  the  present.  The 
remarks  of  Dr.  Wilson  had  produced  in  his  mind  a  thril- 
ling and  powerful  influence  he  had  rarely  felt.  He  was 
happy  that  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  testify  our  sympatfry 
for  the  sufferings  which  the  Iroquois  have  endured,  by 
sending  to  the  remnant  of  that  unfortunate  race,  the 
assistance  necessary  to  save  them  from  impending 
destruction.  He  moved  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  nine,  to  collect 
subscriptions  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  objects  of 
the  mission  of  Dr.  Wilson. 

Mr.  James  W.  Beekman  suggested  the  importance  of 

vol.  v.  7. 


74  PROCEEDINGS,  ETC. 

immediate  action,  and  that  the  committee  should  at  once 
deliberate  and  recommend  the  proper  course  of  action. 

Mr.  John  R.  Bartlett  thought  that  whatever  was  to  be 
done  should  be  done  at  once.  That  the  committee  should 
commence  their  labors  this  evening.  Dr.  Wilson  had 
already  been  several  weeks  in  the  city,  and  the  situation 
of  his  people  at  the  "Far  West"  was  such  that  a  month's 
delay  might  prove  most  serious.  The  Doctor  wished  to 
obtain  the  necessary  funds  at  once  and  take  prompt  meas- 
ures to  restore  his  suffering  tribe  to  their  native  soil.  The 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  Society  was  a  most  laudable 
one,  it  would  redound  to  their  credit,  and  he  hoped  there 
would  be  no  delay  in  the  action  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  William  Chauncey  proposed  that  a  subscription 
should  at  once  be  opened  by  the  committee  and  that  such 
as  were  disposed  to  aid,  should  now  hand  in  their  sub- 
scriptions at  the  Secretary's  desk. 

Rev.  Dr.  Mathews  advocated  prompt  action,  and  hoped 
the  committee  would  forthwith  go  to  work. 

Messrs.  Benjamin  F.  Butler 

Charles  Fenno  Hoffman, 
Benjamin  H.  Field, 
William  Chauncey, 
Farley  Gray, 
Charles  H.  Russell, 
W.  W.  Campbell, 
Dr.  Horace  Green, 
John  Russell  Bartlett, 

were  then  appointed  under  the  resolution,  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent remarking,  that  it  was  the  understanding  that, 
after  doing  what  they  could  here  and  in  the  city,  further 
aid  should  be  solicited  at  Albany. 
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PROSPECTUS. 


The  want  of  some  medium  through  which  to  communicate  the  proceedings  of 
the  New- York  Historical  Society  as  they  occur,  has  been  sensibly  felt,  both  in  re- 
ference to  other  associations  and  also  to  corresponding  members,  who  were  intended 
to  be  an  active  clas3,  but  who  can  afford  comparatively  little  assistance  while  they 
are  uninformed  of  the  matters  immediately  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Society, 
and  are  not  reminded  at  stated  intervals,  of  their  interesting  and  important  duties. 

With  a  view  to  establish  such  a  medium  of  communication,  and  thus  to  diffuse  a 
knowledge  of  its  proceedings  and  keep  alive  an  interest  in  its  welfare,  the  Society  at 
a  regular  meeting  on  the  6th  of  April,  1847,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  thereof)  adopted  a  resolution  providing  for  the  publication  (except 
during  the  summer  recess)  of  a  Monthly  Bulletin  or  Report  of  its  proceedings  ; 
to  contain : 

1 .  a  succinct,  well  digested  report  of  the  business  proceedings  of  the  society. 

2.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  or  Communications  from  the  several  Officers 
...    i  in:  Society. 

3.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  of  the  Executive  and  other  Committees  of  the 
Society. 

4.  Abstracts  of  Papers  read  before  the  Society. 

5.  A  condensed  Report  of  oral  addresses  made,  and  discussions  had,  upon  inte- 
resting TOPICS,  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  Society  at  the  same  meeting,  prescribed  the  form  in  which  the  Bulletin  should 
be  published,  and  Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  Assistant  Librarian,  has  been  appointed 
to  edit  the  publication. 

The  undersigned,  who  has  contracted  to  furnish  a  limited  number  of  printed 
copies  of  the  publication  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  (to  be  sent  to  other  associations,) 
believing  that  it  will  possess  an  interest  for  every  resident  and  corresponding  mem- 
ber of  the  Society,  as  well  as  for  others  who  take  an  interest  in  Historical  investiga- 
tions, has  obtained  permission  to  print  such  a  number  of  extra  copies  as  may  be  sub- 
scribed for  ;  which  he  proposes  to  do  on  the  following 

CONDITIONS : 

The  work  will  commence  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Janu- 
ary, 1847.  It  will  be  handsomely  printed,  in  octavo,  on  fine  paper,  and  done  up  in 
a  neat  cover.  The  number  of  pages  to  be  issued  each  month,  will  of  course  depend 
on  the  amount  and  character  of  the  business  transacted  at  each  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  will  probably  vary  from  twelve  to  thirty-two  pages. 

Numbers  I.,  II.,  Ill ,  IV.,  V.,  (Jan. — May,)  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  the  first 
of  June,  and  each  subsequent  number  On  or  before  the  third  Saturday  of  each  month 
in  which  it  is  published.  They  will  be  delivered  to  those  subscribers  who  reside  in 
the  city,  at  their  residences,  and  forwarded  by  mail  to  others, 

At  ONE  DOLLAR  per  Annum,  payable  in  ADVANCE. 

WILLIAM  VAN  NORDEN, 

Printer,  39  William-street. 
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No.    VI.     JUNE,    1847, 


NEW-YORK  : 
PUBLISHED    BY    WILLIAM    VAN    NORDEN 

PRINTER,    NO.    39    WILLIAM-STREET. 


1847, 


Sir: 

Your  subscription  for  this  work  is  respectfully 
solicited.  The  prospectus  on  the  back  of  the 
cover  indicates  what  are  to  be  its  character  and 
objects ;  and,  as  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society, 
from  whom  the  publication  must  receive  its  principal 
support,  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  be  interested  in 
its  success. 

WILLIAM  VAN  NORDEN. 

New  York,  June,  1847. 
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NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 


STATED  MEETING,  JUNE  1,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  letter  from 
the  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  London,  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  the  society's  proceedings ;  also  from  the 
Rev.  W.  M.  Thompson,  of  Beyroot,  Syria,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  the  society's  diploma  and  its  proceedings. 
Mr.  Thompson  expressed  a  desire  to  contribute  in  any 
way  in  his  power  in  promoting  the  objects  to  which  the 
society  devotes  its  attention,  though  from  his  position  in  a 
foreign  country  he  could  not  do  much.  In  whatever 
tended  to  illustrate  the  physical,  geographical,  social 
and  religious  history  of  Syria  and  Palestine,  he  would 
yield  to  no  one  in  enthusiastic  interest :  if  by  contributions 
on  these  subjects,  or  by  the  collecting  of  coins,  medals, 
or  curiosities  to  which  an  historical  interest  was  attached, 
he  could  aid  the  society,  he  would  be  happy  to  do  so. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  the 
following  letters  and  communications  received  since  the 
last  meeting,  which  were  announced  and  read  by 
Mr.   Gibbs: 

1.  From  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft,  Esq.,  dated  Washington, 
May  10,  1847,  in  which  he  says,  "  In  alluding  to  the  great 
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alluvial  tract  of  the  west,  which  marks  the  junction  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  in  my  annual  discourse, 
which  I  have  just  received,  I  stated  that  the  remains  of 
human  art  had  been  found  buried  at  the  depth  of  eighty 
feet  below  the  forest,  and  gave  the  river  Saline  as  an 
instance.  This  stream,  the  name  of  which  is  printed 
"  Sabine''''  in  the  discourse,  enters  the  Ohio  below  Shaw- 
neetown,  and  is  not  to  be  confounded  by  distant  readers, 
with  the  small  river  which  forms  the  boundary  between 
the  states  of  Louisiana  and  Texas.  Please  notice  this 
correction." 

2.  From  Anson  J.  Upson,  of  Hamilton  College,  N.  Y., 
dated  May  11th,  1S47,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a 
corresponding  member. 

3.  From  Samuel  Hazard,  of  Philadelphia,  dated  March 
22d,  1847,  referring  to  the  original  MS.  deed  for  Staten 
Island,  presented  by  him  to  the  Society,  and  transmitting 
reports  of  public  institutions.  In  his  former  letter,  Mr. 
Hazard  stated  that  the  MS.  presented  was  in  a  mutilated 
state,  a  half  leaf  having  been  lost  many  years  ago.  The 
missing  fragment  was  restored  by  the  Assistant  Librarian, 
Mr.  Moore,  and  this  interesting  document  is  again 
complete. 

4.  From  the  Georgia  Historical  Society,  a  sketch  of 
their  monthly  meeting  on  the  10th  May,  when  Dr.  Ste- 
vens reported  the  progress  he  had  made  in  the  history  of 
Georgia,  which  will  be  published  in  October  next ;  the 
first  volume  being  now  completed  and  ready  for  the  press. 
In  chronological  order  it  will  be  divided  into  five  portions  : 
1.  The  Ante-Colonial  period.  2.  Georgia  under  the 
Trustees.  3.  Georgia  under  the  Royal  Governors. 
4.  Georgia  in  the  Revolution.  5.  Georgia  an  independent 
State. 

The  President  of  the  society  made  a  statement  in 
relation  to  a  lot  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for 
the  society ;  and  a  paper  was  read  on  the  etymology  and 
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derivation  of  the  names  of  several  places  and  towns  in 
Mexico. 

5.  From  Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart,  of  New  York,  dated 
May  11th,  1847,  transmitting  at  the  request  of  Dr. 
S.  W.  Williams,  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ep. 
Hoyt,  of  that  place,  dated  May  3d,  accompanied  by  the 
letter  book  of  William  Burnett,  a  fur  trader  of  St.  Josephs, 
Michigan,  as  early  as  1786,  presented  to  him  by  Dr.  Amos 
S.  Amsden,  a  resident  of  St.  Josephs,  and  a  gentleman 
well  acquainted  with  the  languages  of  the  Indians  resid- 
ing on  the  border  of  lake  Michigan,  \\  hom  he  describes 
as  having  some  traditionary  knowledge  of  the  visit  of  the 
Jesuits  Marquette  and  Joliet,  and  who  pointed  out  to  him 
the  grave  of  the  former  on  the  bank  of  the  river  bearing 
his  name. 

6.  An  Extract  accompanying  the  above  from  Mr. 
Epaphras  Hoyt's  MS.  history  of  Burgoyne's  Invasion, 
giving  a  correct  statement  of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  murder  of  Miss  McCrea,  in  1777,  an  occurrence  which 
excited  deep  interest,  of  which  exaggerated  and  incorrect 
accounts  have  been  repeatedly  published. 

"  A  Mr.  Jones,  who  had  been  a  Captain  in  the  New 
York  militia,  and  resided  not  far  from  Fort  Edward,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Hudson  river,  had  paid  his  ad- 
dresses to  a  young  lady,  Miss  Jennett  McCrea,  daughter 
of  a  clerg}rman  in  New  Jersey,  who  died  before  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution,  espousing  the  British 
cause.  Mr.  Jones  had  joined  Burgoyne's  army,  and  re- 
ceived a  commission  among  the  royalists.  Anxious  on  her 
account,  he  engaged  a  party  of  Indians  who  were  about 
to  advance  on  Fort  Edward,  to  capture  and  convey  Miss 
McCrea  to  the  British  camp  at  Fort  Ann,  and  promised 
to  reward  the  Chief  who  should  deliver  her  to  him  with  a 
certain  quantity  of  rum.  At  this  time,  the  rear  division 
of  the  American  army  about  to  leave  Fort  Edward,  had 
embarked  their  baggage  in  boats  ready  to  descend  the 
Hudson  to  a  selected  position.     Miss  McCrea  and  Mrs, 
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McNeil,  with  a  few  children  then  at  a  small  house  north 
of  the  fort,  were  notified  of  the  intended  departure  of  the 
troops,  and  that  the  boats  would  receive  them  and  their 
baggage,  which  was  observed  to  be  packed  ready  for 
removal.  Knowing  that  the  British  army  must  soon 
arrive,  and  having,  as  is  supposed,  determined  to  remain 
and  receive  her  lover,  Miss  McCrea,  to  cover  her  design, 
intimated  that  a  few  minutes  delay  was  necessary  on  her 
part.  A  short  time  after,  a  strong  party  of  the  Indians 
made  a  sudden  attack  on  the  American  picket  posted  on 
the  brow  of  the  hill  north  of  the  fort,  and  drove  it  in  with 
considerable  slaughter.  The  Indians  then  rushed  down 
the  hill,  a  party  ran  to  Miss  McCrea's  residence,  and  led 
her  off  with  Mrs.  McNeil  in  sight  of  the  troops  in  the  fort. 
Passing  up  the  hill  they  halted  at  a  small  spring  then 
covered  with  bushes,  on  the  side  of  the  present  road,  and 
two  chiefs  who  had  seized  the  prize  contended  which 
should  deliver  her  to  Mr.  Jones  and  receive  the  promised 
reward.  Each  furiously  persisting  in  his  claim,  to  end 
the  dispute,  one  of  the  bloody  wretches  sunk  his  hatchet 
into  her  head  and  laid  the  unfortunate  victim  dead  at  his 
feet.  After  slightly  covering  the  body  with  brush,  and 
suspending  her  shoes  upon  a  twig,  they  retired  up  the 
road  into  the  woods  towards  Burgoyne's  camp. 

"  A  detachment  from  the  fort  immediately  advanced  to 
the  place  where  the  picket  was  attacked,  and  found  the 
slain  horribly  mangled,  among  whom  was  an  officer. 
On  their  return,  accidentally  observing  the  suspended 
shoes  on  the  left  of  the  road,  the  brush  was  cleared  away 
and  the  murdered  Miss  McCrea  found  lifeless,  and  the 
marks  of  the  hatchet  legibly  told  her  fate.  Every  mark 
of  respect  was  shown  to  the  remains  of  the  unfortunate 
lady,  and  on  the  retreat  of  the  troops  her  body  and  that 
of  the  slain  officer  were  conveyed  down  the  river  and 
buried  with  military  honors  on  the  east  side  of  the  road, 
north  of  a  small  stream  then  called  Saunchcr's  Creek,  a 
small  distance  north  of  a  house  since  known  by  the  name 
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of  the  Black  House  tavern.  The  remains  have  been  disin- 
terred and  removed  to  the  cemetery  at  Fort  Edward, 
where  her  grave  is  seen  with  a  marble  stone  bearing  her 
name,  at  the  side  of  that  of  Major  Duncan  Campbell, 
mortally  wounded  in  the  attack  on  Ticonderoga,  in  1758." 

7.  From  Mr.Bradford  F razee,  of  Port  Richmond,  Staten 
Island,  dated  April  20th,  accompanied  by  a  pencil  sketch 
by  Mr.  De  Groot,  giving  a  brief  historical  sketch  of  an 
ancient  house  near  that  place,  supposed  to  have  been  the 
first  public  building  erected  on  that  island,  and  standing 
upon  property  originally  granted  by  the  Duke  of  York  to 
the  Merrill  family,  to  the  sixth  generation  of  which  it  still 
belongs. 

Mr.  Jay  presented,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  John  McKesson, 
a  collection  of  MSS.  from  the  papers  of  his  father,  Hon. 
John  McKesson,  containing  among  others  a  sketch  of  the 
debates  in  the  Convention  of  178S,  in  New  York,  to  ratify 
the  Federal  Constitution,  with  the  original  resolutions 
offered  and  discussed  during  the  sitting  of  that  body. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  following  additions  to 
the  Library  : 

BY  DONATION. 

The  Progress  of  Ethnology — An  account  of  the  recent  Archseolo- 
gical,  Philological  and  Geographical  Researches,  etc.  By  John 
Russell  Bartlett.  8vo.  pp.  151.  N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  of  the 
Author. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society.  Vol.  IV. 
Nos.  36,  37.  July,  1846,  to  March,  1847.  8vo.— Gift  of  the 
Society. 

The  Congressional  Globe  ;  New  Series  ;  containing  Sketches  of  the 
Debates  and  Proceedings  of  the  2d  Session  of  the  29th  Congress. 
By  Blair  &  Rives.  4to.  Washington,  1847.  Gift  of  Hon.  W. 
W.  Campbell. 

Tracts  and  other  Papers,  relating  principally  to  the  Origin,  Settle- 
ment and  Progress  of  the  Colonies  in  North  America,  from  the 
Discovery  of  the  Country  to  the  Year  1776.  Collected  by  Peter 
8* 
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Force.     Vol.    IV.     8vo.      Washington,  1846.— Gift   of  Peter 

Force,  Washington. 

Catalogue  General  de  Hector  Bossange.  Premier  Supplement. 
8vo.     Paris,  1841.— Gift  of  Bartlett  fy  Welford. 

Collections  of  the  Maine  Historical  Society.  Vol.11.  8vo.  Port- 
land. 1847. — Gift  of  the  Society. 

The  Library  of  American  Biography.  Conducted  by  Jared  Sparks. 
Second  Series.  Vol.  I.  Sm.  8vo.  Bos.,  L844. — Gift  of  Hon. 
Alexander  H.  Everett. 

Military  Laws  of  the  United  States,  etc.  Compiled  by  Col.  Tru- 
man Cross,  and  Capt.  A.  R.  Hetzel.  8vo.  Wash.,  1846. — Gift 
of  George  Templeman,  Washington. 

Manual  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New-York,  for  the  Year 
1847.  By  D.  T.  Valentine.  16mo.  N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  of 
the  Compiler. 

The  History  of  Charlestown,  Mass.  By  Richard  Frothingham,  jr. 
Nos  [. — VI.  inclusive,  pp.  312.  8vo.  Charlestown  and  Boston, 
1845— 47.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Journals  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Commons  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  at  its  Session  in  1846 — 47. 
8vo.     Raleigh,  1847. — Gift  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Laws  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  passed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly, at  the  Session  of  1846—47.  Svo.  Raleigh,  1847.— Gift 
of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina. 

Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  for  the  year 
1846.  By  Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D.  8vo.  pp.  36.  Phil., 
1847. — Gift  of  Samuel  Hazard,  Philadelphia. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  tiie  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  for  1846.  Svo.  pp.  12.  Phil., 
1847. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  State 
Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania.  8vo.  pp.  80.  Phil.,  1847. — 
Gift  of  the  same. 

Astronomical  Observations  made  during  the  Year  1845,  at  the  Na- 
tional Observatory,  Washington,  under  the  direction  of  M.  F. 
Maury,  A.  M.,  Lt.  U.  S.  N.,  Supt.  Vol.  I.  Published  under 
the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  4to.  Washington, 
1846.— Gift  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Observatory,  Lt.  M.  F.  Maury, 
Supt. 
Memoir  of  John  Cotton.     By  John  Norton.      IVith  a  Preface  and 
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Notes,  by  Enoch  Pond.  12mo.  Bos.,  1834, — Gift  of  Rev.  Alex, 
ander  Young,  D.  D.,  Boston. 

Narrative  of  Recent  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  of  New-York,  in  relation  to  the  In- 
dians in  that  State.  8vo.  pp.  24.  N.  Y.,  1839. — Gift  of  George 
T.  Trimble,  through  Benjamin  H.  Field. 

The  Case  of  the  Seneca  Indians  in  the  State  of  New-York.  Illus- 
trated by  Facts,  etc.     8vo.     Phil.,  1840. — Gift  of  the  same. 

A  Farther  Illustration  of  the  Case  of  the  Seneca  Indians  in  the 
State  of  New-York,  in  a  Review  of  a  Pamphlet,  by  Nath'l  T. 
Strong.     8vo.     Phil.,  1841. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Proceedings  of  the  Joint  Committee  appointed  by  the  Society  of 
Friends,  constituting  the  Yearly  Meetings  of  Genessee,  New- 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  for  promoting  the  civilization, 
etc.,  of  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians.  8vo.  pp.  192.  Balti- 
more, 1847. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Assembly  of  1846,  upon  the 
Investigation  of  Frauds  in  the  Expenditures  of  the  Public  Moneys 
upon  the  Canals  of  the  State  of  New-York.  Assembly  Docu- 
ment 100.     8vo.     Albany,  1847. — Gift  of  Prosper  M.  Wetmore. 

Correspondence  with  General  Taylor.  House  Doc.  No.  119.  29th 
Cong.;,  2d  Session,  1847.     8vo. — Gift  of  the  same. 

The  Companion  to  the  Almanac,  or  Year  Book  of  General  Informa- 
tion, for  1829.     12mo.     London. — Gift  of  the  same. 

The  British  Almanac  of  the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful 
Knowledge,  for  the  year  1830.  12mo.  London. — Gift  of  the 
same. 

The  New  Jersey  State  Gazette,  No.  87.  Vol.  II.,  May  7,  1794, 
to  No.  267,  Vol.  VI.,  Oct.  17,  1797.  Published  by  Matthias 
Day,  Trenton.     Folio.     Bound  in  one  volume. — Gift  of  the  same. 

The  Gazette  of  the  United  States.  Published  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment. Beginning  April  27,  1791,  and  ending  May  29,  1792. 
Vol.  III.     Folio.     Philadelphia. — Gift  of  the  same. 

McKesson  Papers.  The  Papers  of  John  McKesson,  Secretary  of 
the  New  York  Provincial  Congress,  &c.  &c,  consisting  of  Revo- 
lutionary Correspondence,  Documents  relating  to  the  State 
Convention  of  1788,  on  the  Federal  Constitution,  Papers  of  Po- 
litical Committees,  and  Miscellaneous  Papers.— Gift  of  John  Mc 
Kesson. 
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Order  of  Sir  Edmund  Andross  "to  the  Magistrates  of  Esopus,  to 
be  forthwith  published  and  put  in  execution  ;"  relating  to  settle- 
ments at  Hurley  and  Marbletown.  Dated  New  Vork,  11th  April. 
1676. — Gift  of  Sidney  Chipp,  Kingston. 

Commission  to  Herman  M.  Romeyn,  as  Messenger,  by  the  New 
York  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  U.  S. 
Dated  Albany,  December  2d,  1840. — Gift  of  Herman  M.  Romeyn, 
Kingston. 

Letter  Book  of  William  Burnett,  a  Fur  Trader  of  St.  Joseph's, 
Michigan,  1786 — 1803. — Gift  of  Epaphras  Hoyt,  Deerfield,  Mass. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following 
candidates,  who  were  thereupon  elected  : 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 


Rev.  Benjamin  P.  Aydelotte,  D.  D. 

Charles  T.  Porter, 

Isaac  N.  Hurd, 

L.  P.  Brockett, 

Z.  Collins  Lee, 

Charles  Robinson, 

S.  J.  Carr, 


Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Auburn,  N.  Y., 

Hartford,  Conn., 
Baltimore,  Md., 
New  Haven,  Conn., 
Pikesville.  Md. 


Wa-o-wa-wa-na-onk,  Dr.  Peter  Wilson. 


RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 


Chester  Deming, 
William  K.  Thorn, 
John  B.  Jervis, 
Thomas  N.  Campbell, 
Charles  T.  Cromwell, 
Joseph  C.  Hart, 
Frederick  E.  Mather, 
Anthony  Lamb, 
C.  Edward  Habiciit, 
Henry  J.  Seaman, 
Cunton  Gilbert, 
John  Grosiiox, 


David  T.  Valentine, 

Prof.  Charles  Davies,  LL.  D., 

John  B.  Scoles, 

John  B.  Rich,  M.  D., 

Robert  F.  Fraser, 

David  E.  Wheeler, 

Elijah  H.  Kimball, 

James  R.  Hitchcock, 

Benjamin  Ela, 

Julius  Wadsavorth, 

Robert  IIogan, 

Franklin  H.  Delano. 
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The  Librarian,  by  request  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
read  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject  of  the  regular  publi- 
cation of  the  Collections  of  the  Society,  concluding  with 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  directed, 
hereafter,  before  the  meeting  of  the  society  in  January  of 
each  year,  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  published  at  least 
one  part  or  number,  of  which  two  shall  form  a  volume  of 
Collections  of  the  Society,  to  be  similar  in  style  to  the  first 
volume  of  the  new  series,  and  to  be  in  continuation  of  the 
same,  to  consist  of  original  contributions,  or  selected 
matter,  as  they  may  see  fit.  That  to  this  end,  they  be 
authorized  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  other  members,  and 
to  make  such  arrangements  for  printing  and  publishing 
as  shall  be  deemed  best  for  the  interests  of  the  society, 
and  the  ensuring  an  extensive  circulation. 

The  Librarian,  by  request  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
also  read  a  report  on  the  subject  of  a  new  building  for  the 
Society,  concluding  with  the  following  resolution,  and  also 
the  draft  of  an  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  the  citizens 
of  New  York,  which  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  that  immediate  measures  be  taken  towards 
raising  a  fund  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be  applied  to 
the  erection  of  a  permanent  fire  proof  building  for  the 
Library  and  Collections  of  the  Historical  Society,  and  for 
its  maintenance  and  support : 

That  for  this  purpose,  a  committee  of  nine  members  be 
appointed,  (by  the  Chair,)  who  shall  have  power  to  add 
to  their  number  and  to  fill  vacancies,  and  that  they  be 
authorized  and  requested  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  that 
purpose  on  the  following  terms,  to  the  observance  and 
fulfilment  of  which  on  its  part  the  Society  pledges  itself: 
The  subscription  shall  be  binding  when  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  raised.  In  case  a  sum  amount- 
ing to  or  exceeding  this  shall  be  obtained,  but  insufficient 
for  the  erection  of  the  building,  the  same  shall  be  vested 
in  some  good  securities,  either  on  bond  and  mortgage,  or  in 
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the  stocks  of  the  United  States,  or  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  with  the  accumulations  of  interest  be  sacredly  held, 
until  the  same  by  increment  or  addition  shall  in  the 
opinion  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present  at  some 
stated,  or  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  to  be  called 
for  that  purpose,  be  deemed  and  declared  sufficient 
therefor. 

Subscribers  of  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  each, 
together  with  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  time  being, 
shall  constitute  a  committee  of  the  Society,  to  direct  the 
management  of  such  funds  as  may  be  raised,  until  the 
building  shall  be  constructed  ;  to  select  the  site,  decide 
upon  the  plans,  and  to  superintend  the  erection  and  fitting 
up  of  the  same.  When  the  funds  obtained  shall  be 
declared  sufficient,  as  before  mentioned,  a  proper  site 
shall  be  first  obtained  and  paid  for,  unless  such  site  shall 
have  been  given  or  devised  and  accepted  for  the  purpose, 
and  a  contract  with  proper  specifications  shall  then  be 
entered  into  with  some  competent  architect,  builder  or 
mechanics,  for  the  erection  of  the  building,  in  such  wise 
that  no  debt  shall  remain  after  the  completion  thereof; 
the  building  to  be  of  good  architectural  proportions  and 
fitted  for  the  purpose,  but  perfectly  plain  and  fire  proof 
within  and  without. 

The  conditions  of  the  subscription  shall  include  a  pledge 
on  the  part  of  the  Society,  that  the  money  thus  raised  shall 
be  applied  in  the  above  manner  and  in  no  other,  and  that 
no  debt  shall  thereby  be  incurred  or  remain  to  the  Society, 
and  that  the  Society  shall  take  such  steps  as  shall  be 
sufficient  in  the  law  to  vest  the  building  and  estate 
thereby  acquired  in  trustees,  to  hold  the  same  without 
incumbrance  for  the  uses  of  the  Society.  In  case  the 
amount  raised  shall  prove  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
purchase  of  the  site  and  erection  of  the  building,  the 
surplus  shall  be  likewise  vested  in  such  trustees,  to  be 
inviolably  held  for  the  stated  maintenance  and  support  of 
the  Library. 
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The  chair  appointed  the  following  members  as  such 
committee,  under  the  foregoing  resolution,  viz.  : 

Peter  G.  Stuyvesant, 
William  Chauncey, 
Shepherd  Knapp, 
William  B.  Astor, 
Charles  H.  Russell, 
Benjamin  H.  Field, 
James  Phalen, 
Robert  B.  Minturn, 
William  H.  Aspinwall. 

The  Librarian  then  offered  the  following  resolution  in 
furtherance  of  the  object  of  the  foregoing,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  appointed  to  procure  funds 
for  the  erection  of  the  Library,  have  power  to  call  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Society,  should  they  deem  it  expe- 
dient, before  the  next  regular  meeting  in  October;  that 
they  be  authorized  to  publish  in  such  of  the  newspapers 
of  the  city  and  state  as  they  may  select,  the  appeal  to  the 
generosity  of  the  citizens  of  New  York  in  behalf  of  this 
object,  reported  by  the  Executive  Committee,  or  such 
other  as  they  shall  prefer,  together  with  the  resolutions  of 
the  society  respecting  the  same,  and  generally  to  take  such 
measures  as  they  consider  proper  and  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  object  of  their  appointment. 

Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  from  the  select  committee 
appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  to  raise  funds  to  advance 
the  mission  of  Dr.  Wilson,  stated  that  about  one  hundred 
and  seventy  five  dollars  were  subscribed  by  the  members 
of  the  society  before  leaving  the  rooms  after  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  that  subsequently  about  three  hundred  dollars 
had  been  collected  by  the  committee,  which  had  been 
handed  to  Dr.  Wilson.  He  also  mentioned  the  liberality 
of  a  friend  in  Baltimore,  who  had  contributed  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  the  same  object. 
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Mr.  James  W.  Beekman  then  read  the  following  paper 
on  the 

Early  European  Colonies  on  the  Delaware  : 

One  of  the  most  grateful  duties  of  this  society  is  to  pre- 
serve the  memory  of  unrewarded  good  deeds. 

Many  a  wise  plan  has  been  carried  into  effect  by  other 
hands  than  those  by  which  it  was  traced  ;  many  a  repu- 
tation has  been  acquired  by  the  labors  and  merits  of 
another.  We  call  our  country  America,  while  we  all 
know  that  its  sponsor  was  Columbus. 

The  original  settlers  of  the  rich  lands  drained  by  three 
of  our  great  rivers,  the  Delaware,  the  Hudson,  and  the 
Connecticut,  were  Dutchmen.  Their  establishments  ful- 
filled the  end  for  which  they  were  planted — the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  Fur  Trade — but  just  as  the  trading  post  had 
expanded  into  the  village,  and  the  village,  in  turn,  had 
surrounded  itself  with  a  circle  of  well-tilled  farms,  daily 
widening  over  the  wilderness,  came  the  English.  A  con- 
quest  by  treaty,  secured  all  that  had  been  accomplished, 
to  the  ^4??Wo-Saxon  name. 

To  show  that  the  Dutch*  deserve  a  larger  share  of  the 
credit  of  what  was  wrell  done  in  colonizing  the  banks  of 
the  Delaware,  than  is  usually  conceded  them,f  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  paper. 

William  Wsselincx4  a  merchant  of  Antwerp,  was  the 
father  of  European  enterprise  in  America.  He  had  been 
a  traveller,  and  had  often  visited  Spain,  and  her  West 
India  possessions.  For  many  years  the  vast  resources  of 
the  west  had  filled  his  whole  soul  with  the  grandest  anti- 
cipations. In  1604,  if  not  earlier,  he  drew  up  a  plan  for 
a  West  India  Company,  which  his  influence  with  eminent 

*  The  Netherlanders  are  in  this  country  always  called  Dutch.  In  Europe, 
by  Dutch  they  understand  Germans,  i.  e.  Austrians,  Prussians,  &c.  No  Hol- 
lander calls  himself  Dutch. 

t  Ferris.  Original  Settlements  on  the  Delaware,  p.  28.  O'Callaghan's  New 
Nctherland,  p.  30.     Bancroft's  United  States.     II.,  p.  2G1. 

J  Pronounced  Youselinx. 
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merchants  throughout  the  Netherlands,  soon  brought  into 
general  favor.  Setting  forth  the  cruel  wrongs  done  by 
the  Spaniard  by  sea  and  land,  he  described  the  fertile 
and  temperate  regions  of  the  West ;  whose  inhabitants 
were  friendly,  hated  Spain,  and  were  eager  to  aid  in  her 
annoyance. 

They  are,  said  the  circular  letter  he  issued,  a  well  clad, 
well  formed  people.  The  land  produces  sugar,  oil,  cotton, 
indigo,  wine  and  dye-stuffs,  and  contains  gold,  silver,  and 
other  valuable  minerals.  Moreover,  in  the  course  of  time, 
the  saving  faith  and  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  may  be  planted 
there.* 

To  open  an  intercourse  with  these  regions,  a  company 
was  to  be  formed  by  private  subscription,  and  to  be  char- 
tered by  the  States  General,  on  the  same  basis  as  the 
already  celebrated  East  India  Company. 

This  project  met  with  universal  approbation.  A  charter 
was  prepared  incorporating  the  Dutch  West  India  Company, 
to  trade  exclusively  for  thirty-six  years  to  America,  from 
the  Straits  of  Magellan  to  Terra  Nova  ;  and  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  from  the  tropic  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The 
States  General  were  on  the  point  of  passing  the  act  of 
incorporation,  when  overtures  for  peace  were  made  by  the 
Archduke  Albert  of  Austria,  which  engrossing  all  their 
attention,  prevented  the  consummation  of  the  measure.f 
Wsselincx,  however,  did  not  cease  his  exertions.  Twenty 
years  later  he  formed  a  similar  company  in   Sweden. 

The  Admiral  Coligny  had  long  ago  advised  the 
Netherlanders  to  draw  their  resources  for  the  war  which 
the  cruelty  of  Spain  forced  them  to  wage  on  land,  from  the 
commerce  of  their  foes.|  His  advice  was  followed.  To 
the  famous  Geuzen  of  the  patriot  armies  were  soon  added 

*  O'Callaghan.  p.  31,  &c. 

t  May,  1607.  Grattan's  History  of  Netherlands,  p.  221.  Russel's  Modern 
Europe.  II.  357. 

X  Lambrechtsen's  New  Netherlands.  In  Collections  N.  Y.  Historical  Society. 
New  Series.    Vol.  L,  p.  81. 
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the  Water- Geuzen  of  the  Sea.  The  hardy  fishermen 
crowded  the  privateers  which  were  fitted  out  to  prey 
upon  the  Plate  fleets  of  Spain.  Such  was  the  cradle  of 
that  Navy  which  soon  became  so  formidable.  The  twelve 
years  truce  from  1609  to  1621,  removed  during  its  contin- 
uance the  chief  reasons  for  incorporating  a  West  India 
Company ;  for  Spanish  fleets  could  not  then  be  laid 
under  contribution.  Private  associations  meanwhile  sent 
out  occasional  ships,  and  a  bark  of  eighty  tons  fitted  out 
by  the  Amsterdam  Chamber  of  the  East  India  Company, 
brought  Henry  Hudson  to  the  river  which  he  has  named.* 
A  few  persons  were  incorporated  in  1614,  under  the 
style  of  the  United  New  Nctherland  ComjKmy,f  with  the  right 
to  make  four  voyages  within  the  three  years  to  ensue  from 
January  1,  1615  ;  but  nothing  was  done  to  complete  the 
undertaking  of  Wsselincx.  When  war  with  Spain  was 
renewed,  at  the  expiration  of  the  twelve  years  truce,  in 
1621,  the  States  General  lost  no  time  in  preparing  for 
defence.  The  navy  was  again  the  right  arm  of  Holland, 
and  to  anno}r  the  commerce  and  harass  the  trade  of  Spain, 
her  only  safety.  With  this  view,  the  Dutch  West  India 
Company  was  chartered,  June  3d,  1621. |  The  govern- 
ment took  half  a  million  of  florins  in  the  capital  stock  and 
engaged  to  assist  with  another  half  million  as  an  outfit ; 
besides  sixteen  armed  ships  and  four  yachts  in  time  of 
war.  The  objects  of  the  Company  were  set  forth  to  be 
to  extend  commerce,  to  promote  colonization,  to  hunt 
down  pirates,  but  "above  air''  to  humble  the  pride  of 
Spain.  The  charter  was  for  twenty-four  years,  with  a 
pledge  of  renewal.  The  same  privileges  as  to  trade  and 
territories  were  granted,  that  were  embraced  in  Wsselincx's 
original  petition.  Its  government  was  vested  in  a  Board 
of  Nineteen  delegates,  eight  (and  in  1629,  nine)  of  whom 


*Brodhead's  Report,  Assembly  Doc.   L,  150.     O'Callaghan.   p.  33.    Moul- 
ton.     203,  &c. 
t  O'Callaghan.    p.  7G.     Hoi.  Doc.  t  Bancroft.     II.,  275. 
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were  from  the  Chamber  at  Amsterdam,  four  from  Zealand, 
two  from  Meuze,  and  one  from  each  of  the  Chambers  at 
Friezeland,  the  Department  of  North  Holland  and  Groe- 
ningen.  The  nineteenth  was  named  by  the  States  Gene- 
ral. The  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  had  charge  of  New 
Netherland,  and  that  of  Zeelandt,  seems  to  have  taken 
care  of  the  Brazils.* 

This  great  company  was  the  instrument  through  which 
almost  every  thing  in  America  of  Dutch  origin  was  done. 
New  Netherland  formed  but  a  part  of  its  vast  possessions. 
All  its  measures,  like  those  of  a  General  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  army,  were  directed  to  a  consistent  purpose, 
the  destruction  of  the  foe.  The  directors  looked  for  their 
dividends  to  the  success  of  their  fleets,  which  were  eleva- 
ted by  government  from  privateers  into  a  regular  navy. 

Pieter  Heyn  was  one  of  its  admirals,  and  his  conquest 
in  1628  of  a  Spanish  fleet  loaded  with  treasure  to  the 
value  of  twelve  million  florins,  enabled  the  direction  to 
declare  a  dividend  for  that  year  of  fifty  per  cent.f  In 
1633,  the  company  owned  one  hundred  and  twenty  ves- 
sels of  from  three  hundred  to  eight  hundred  tons,  and 
employed  between  eight  and  nine  thousand  men.! 

The  first  settlement  of  Europeans  on  the  Delaware 
Bay  and  River,  was  made  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Dutch  West  India  Company.  In  June,  1623,  one  of  the 
captains  in  its  service,  Cornells  Jacobsen  Mey  in  the  ship 
New  Netherland,  sailed  up  the  South  or  Prince  Hendrick's 
River,  and  on  its  eastern  bank  fifteen  leagues  from  its 
mouth  built  Fort  Nassau.  Its  site  was  a  few  miles  below 
Camden,  and  near  the  present  Gloucester  Point  in  New 
Jersey.^  Cape  May  still  preserves  the  name  of  the  first 
white  man  who  explored  the  Delaware.  Hudson  entered 
the  capes  in  1609,  but  did  not  ascend  the  river. 


*Lambrechtsen.    p.  83. 

tGrattan.  p.  253.     Lambrechtsen.  p.  103,  &c. 

t  Hoi.  Doc,  quoted  in  O'Callaghan.     p.  157.  '"  "»B*X0 

§  Ferris,  p.  19.     Bancroft.  II.  p.  277. 
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May  established  a  trading  post  at  Fort  Nassau,  which 
from  its  position  seems  to  have  been  at  first  neglected. 
De  Vries,  who  visited  it  January  5th,  1633,  found  the 
families  of  the  West  India  Company  no  longer  there  ;  but 
the  place  does  not  appear  to  have  been  deserted.  *  De 
Vries,  an  officer  of  artillery  in  the  regular  service,  had 
joined  Samuel  Godyn  in  a  patroon's  colonie  on  the  South 
river,  tin  1631,  they  had  planted  a  settlement  of  thirty- 
two  souls  at  Hoorn  Kill,  near  Cape  Henlopen.  This  colony 
was  provided  with  seeds,  farming  tools,  cattle  and  all  the 
implements  of  the  whale  fishery.  And  after  every  provis- 
ion for  their  comfort  and  security  that  science  or  wealth 
could  make,  the  colonists  were  left  under  the  charge  of 
Giles  Hoossett.  The  colonie  was  named  Zwanendaal,  The 
Vale  of  Swans.  On  his  return  in  1633,  De  Vries  found 
his  settlement  broken  up.  The  bones  of  his  people  lay 
whitening  in  the  sun,  scarce  a  vestige  of  the  trading  house 
remained.  The  Indians  came  down  to  the  shore  ;  De 
Vries  having  heard  of  the  calamity  before  he  sailed  from 
the  Netherlands,  exhibited  no  surprize.  Making  presents 
of  cloth  to  the  savages,  he  induced  one  of  them  to  pass 
the  night  on  board  his  vessel.  From  him  he  learned  the 
sad  details.  Hoossett  one  day  had  set  up  a  post  upon 
which  he  nailed  a  piece  of  tin  stamped  with  the  arms  of 
Holland.  An  Indian  chief  took  a  fancy  to  the  glittering 
metal,  thinking  to  bend  it  up  into  a  tobacco  pipe.  Great 
was  the  rasfe  of  Hoossett  at  this  discreditable  use  of  the 
emblem  of  his  nation  ;  the  poor  savages  imagined  that 
some  dire  offence  had  been  committed,  and  in  an  alterca- 
tion among  themselves  the  chief  lost  his  life.     To  revenge 


*  Van  Twiller,  who  was  displaced  in  1638  from  the  post  of  Director  General 
for  alleged  neglect  of  duty,  proved  by  a  witness,  that  he  had  built  at  Fort 
Nassau  one  large  house,  and  had  repaired  the  fortification.  Andries  Hudde,  who 
had  commanded  that  fort,  declares  that  in  1G38,  there  was  a  sufficient  garrison 
on  the  river,  and  that  the  Company  had  been  in  possession  more  than  fourteen 
years  before  ike  settlement  of  the  Swedes. 

t Voyages  of  De  Vries.     Hist.  Society  Collections.     I.  250. 
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his  death,  his  family  and  followers  treacherously  murdered 
the  whole  of  the  whites  while  working  in  the  fields  in 
mid-day.  Such  was  the  end  of  Zwanendaal.  De  Vries 
then  went  up  the  river  to  Fort  Nassau,  thence  sailed  for 
Virginia  and  the  Manhattans,  and  planted  several  settle- 
ments on  Staten  Island  and  on  the  North  river.  He  did 
not  again  visit  the  Delaware.* 

Wsselincx  the  Netherlander  was  then  a  resident  of 
Stockholm.  He  had  not  for  a  moment  lost  sight  of  the 
ruling  idea  of  his  life,  discoveries  and  settlements  in  the 
west.  Twenty  years  earlier,  in  his  native  country,  he 
had  almost  accomplished  his  hopes ;  but  reasons  of  state, 
as  we  have  seen,  for  the  time  put  off  the  enterprize,  and 
he  appears  to  have  wandered  abroad  a  disappointed  man. 
In  1624,  Wsselincx  proposed  to  the  great  Gustavus  his 
plan  for  a  trading  company,  to  embrace  in  its  operations 
Asia,  Africa,  America,  and  Terra  Magellanica.f  He  dwelt 
upon  its  profits,  showed  how  the  heathen  would  be  brought 
within  the  influence  of  Christianity,  how  the  dominions  of 
Sweden  would  be  extended,  and  the  burdens  of  the 
people  at  home  diminished.  He  at  last  succeeded.  The 
king  granted  him  a  commission  to  form  the  company  he 
desired.  The  royal  interpreter  translated  his  plan  and 
subscription  papers  into  Swedish.  The  thing  took. 
Gustavus  recommended  it  to  the  States,  and  an  edict  on. 
the  2d  Ju]y,  1626,  authorized  the  incorporation  ;  offices 
were  opened  in  all  the  chief  towns.  The  king  headed 
the  list  of  subscribers  with  four  hundred  thousand  rix 
thalers;  all  the  royal  family,  the  nobles  and  the  clergy 
swelled  the  books  of  subscription.  Ships  and  all  neces- 
saries were  provided.  An  admiral,  vice  admiral,  troops, 
commissaries,  merchants  and  assistants,  were  appointed 
when  the  German  war  broke  out  and  the  fall  of  Gustavus 


*  O'Callaghan.  p.  138.  Ferris,  p.  22. 

t  Bancroft.    II.  p.  284.    Acrelius,  in  Hist.  Society's  Collections.    New  Series, 
I.  408.    Ferris,    p.  29,  &c. 
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Adolphus  at  the  battle  of  Leutzen  once  more  defeated  the 
hopes  of  Wsselincx.       The  preparations  made    for  the 
colony,  which    he    had    advised    should    be   planted   on 
the    Delaware,  were    diverted  to  other   uses,    and    the 
funds  raised  on  the  occasion  were  employed  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  war.*     A  few  days  before  the  battle  of 
Leutzen,  Gustavus  recommended  the  enterprize  of  colo- 
nizing the  west,  to  the  Germans.     His  proclamation  was 
not  published  until  after  his  death,  when  the  chancellor 
Oxenstiern  issued  it  as  a  kind  of  last  wish  of  the  hero.f 
Subscription  to  the  company,  from  the  first,  was  open  to 
the  merchants  of  all  nations.    Oxenstiern  now  renewed  its 
privileges  and  the  Four  Circles  of  Germany  assembled 
at   Frankfort   in   December    1634,  confirmed  his   grant, 
with  the  declaration,  that  success  in  such  an  undertaking 
would  be  a  blessing  to  the  whole  of  Europe.     But  where 
was  Wsselincx  ?     We  hear  of  him  no  more.     After  twice 
bringing  a  vast  design  to  the  very  point  of  fulfilment,  and 
engaging  all  Protestant  Europe  in  the  work  he  had  at 
heart,  he  died  without  sharing  in  the  glories  he  had  ena- 
bled others  to  win.     The  Chancellor  Oxenstiern  has  the 
credit  of  first  permanently  colonizing  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware.    He  merely  executed  the  designs  of  Wsselincx. 
Four  years  elapsed  before  any  thing  was  done.     In  1637 
two  vessels,  the  Key  of  Calmar  and  the  Griffin,  sailed  from 
Gottenburg4      They  probably  arrived  in  the  Delaware 
in  the  spring  of  1638.     Passing  the  Capes  they  landed 
for  the  first  time  at  a  promontory  now  called  Mispillion 
but  named    by  them    Paradise   Point,  for  to   the  weary 
voyagers,  the  fresh  scent  of  the  opening  wild  flowers,  and 
the  bright  tints  of  the  new  foliage,  the  song  of  the  birds, 
and  the  clear  expanse  of  unrullled  waters,  made  a  Para- 
dise   indeed.       After  a  few   days    rest    the  emigrants 


*  H.  Ternaux  Com  pans. 

t  H.  Ternaux  Compans.     Notice  sur  la  colonie  ile  la  Nouvelle  Suede.    Paris, 
1843. 

\  Ferris,  p.  40.     Acrelius.     Bancroft,  28G. 
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re-embarked  and  went  up  the  river  to  the  Minquas  creek, 
now  the  Christina.  Turning  into  the  Minquas,  they 
ascended  it  about  two  miles,  and  at  a  remarkable  rock 
jutting  out  into  the  stream  like  a  wharf,  they  finally  went 
on  shore.  Here  they  built  their  little  fort,  erected  their 
humble  place  of  worship,  for  the  Swedes  were  a  religious 
people,  and  grouped  their  dwellings  in  a  cluster  around. 
They  named  the  Minquas,  Christina  creek,  their  fort 
Christina,  in  honor  of  their  Queen.  Wilmington  now 
stands  on  the  same  spot.  The  party  was  under  the 
command  of  Peter  Minuits,  a  Hollander,  and  formerly  a 
director  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Company,  but  then  in 
the  Swedish  service.  Reorus  Torkillus,  a  Lutheran  minis- 
ter, was  the  Pastor.  Both  Minuits  and  Torkillus  left  their 
bones  in  Christina. 

The  Swedish  settlement  being  within  the  territories  of 
New  Netherland,  Kieft,  then  Director  General  at  the 
Manhattans,  sent  Minuits  a  protest  against  his  unautho- 
rized doings.  Time  passed  away  without  any  collision. 
The  title  to  the  country  was  so  clearly  in  the  Dutch,  that 
the  Swedish  officer  could  make  no  reply.*  Meanwhile 
such  favorable  reports  went  back  to  Sweden,  that  a  new 
expedition  was  fitted  out  in  1640,  by  Captain  Jacob  Pow- 
elson,  who  brought  over  the  ship  Fredenburg,  laden  with 
men,  cattle,  and  farming  implements.  Other  persons  sent 
out  vessels  during  the  same  year.  The  Swedish  govern- 
ment felt  so  sure  of  its  authority,  that  it  appointed  Jost  de 
Bogart  as  chief  over  the  Hollanders  who  might  settle  or 
be  found  within  the  boundaries  of  New  Sweden.  In 
1640,  some  English  families  settled  on  Salem  creek,  but 
they  were  regarded  with  equal  distrust  by  the  Dutch  and 
the  Swedes,  and  finally  in  1642,  were  driven  away  by 
the  common  consent  of  both.  Minuits  died  in  1641  ; 
honored  by  those  over  whom  he  had  so  faithfully  watched. 
.Peter   Hollendaer    succeeded    to    the    command.       He 

*  Ferris,     p.  48.     et  seq. 
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returned  to  Sweden  at  the  end  of  about  a  year  and  a  half, 
probably  on  the  arrival  of  Governor  Printz  in  January, 
1643.  Printz  came  at  the  head  of  a  large  expedition  ;  six 
vessels  had  been  overloaded  with  passengers  ;  yet  more 
than  one  hundred  families  were  unable  to  find  room.* 
He  established  his  colony  at  Tinicum,  the  present  site  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Lazaretto,  a  short  distance  above 
Chester,  built  himself  "a  very  handsome  dwelling,  with 
orchards,  gardens  and  pleasure  house,"  and  intended  to 
found  there  the  emporium  of  New  Sweden. t  His  instruc- 
tions dated  Stockholm,  August  15th,  1642,  style  him 
Governor  of  New  Sweden*  They  command  him  to  promote 
in  every  way  a  sincere  piety  towards  God — to  maintain 
public  worship — to  urge  the  virtuous  education  of  child- 
ren— to  administer  justice  according  to  Swedish  laws. 
Different  religions  were  to  be  tolerated  on  the  sole 
condition  that  those  who  professed  either,  should  abstain 
from  every  useless  dispute,  from  all  scandal  and  from  all 
abuse.  Such  were  the  very  words  of  this  wise  code  of 
instructions.  But  with  regard  to  the  Dutch,  his  orders 
were  to  deny  their  pretended  right  to  any  land  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river ;  and  in  short,  to  treat  with  utter 
defiance  all  Dutchmen  aud  their  claims.  Ferris,  a  recent 
and  very  conscientious  annalist  of  the  doings  on  the  Dela- 
ware, goes  at  length  into  the  question  of  Swedish  rights, 
and  completely  establishes  the  conclusion,  that  the  "  sole 
right  to  acquire  the  soil  of  the  natives,  according  to  the 
law  of  nations,  was  in  the  Dutch." 

Printz  was  a.  huge,  fire-eating  veteran,  who  weighed 
four  hundred  pounds,  and  was,  strange  to  say,  fierce  in 
proportion.  His  fat  brought  him  no  benevolence.  His 
activity,  say  the  Dutch  writers  of  the  day,  was  wonderful. 
He  tore  down  their  trading  houses,  ridiculed  the  idea  of 
"  title  by  original  occupancy,"  or  any  other  title  than  the 
title  by  squatting,  so  popular  in  these  our  clays  of  progress. 

*  H.  Ternanx  Cotnpars,  t  Ferris,    p.  G3. 
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He  ransacked  every  Dutch  vessel  that  entered  the  bay, 
and  even  made  the  skippers  pay  toll  for  the  privilege  of 
visiting  their  own  Fort  Nassau,  which  had  been  fortified 
fifteen  years  before  the  coming  of  the  Swedes.*  Within 
eight  months  after  his  arrival,  Printz  had  built  two  forts, 
one  at  Tinicum,  which  he  named  New  Gothemburgh,  the 
other  at  Salem  creek  called  Elfsborg,  a  sort  of  block  house 
mounted  with  eight  twelve  pounders,  which  commanded 
the  river.  Meanwhile,  Andries  Hudde,  commissary,  as 
he  was  styled,  for  the  West  India  Company,  was  watch- 
ing the  motions  of  the  Swedes.  A  full  report  of  their 
doings  was  made  to  the  authorities  at  the  Manhattans. 
During  the  summer  of  1646,  Hudde  in  pursuance  of 
orders  from  his  principals,  purchased  from  its  Indian 
owner  the  identical  land  on  which  now  stands  the  city 
of  Philadelphia.  Its  Indian  name  was  Scmthican.t  On 
the  25th  September,  1646,  the  purchase  was  made  and 
the  arms  of  the  Netherland  West  India  Company  set  up 
in  token  of  their  ownership.  A  number  of  Hollanders 
were  preparing  to  build  without  delay,  and  Philadelphia 
came  near  being  like  New  York  a  city  of  the  Dutch. 
Printz,  however,  sent  a  force  to  tear  down  the  arms  of 
the  Company  and  drive  away  the  Hollanders;  which  was 
done  with  all  sorts  of  abuse  and  violence.  On  the  23d 
October,  Hudde  despatched  a  sergeant  with  a  guard  and 
a  letter  of  remonstrance.  Printz,  however,  tossed  the 
letter  away  without  opening  it,  turned  his  back  on  the 
messenger  and  walked  off.  The  sergeant  still  waiting 
for  a  reply,  Printz  took  up  a  gun  and  drove  him  out  of 
the  room.  This  was  throwing  down  the  gauntlet.  While 
matters  were    in    this  comfortable    condition,    Director 


*Ante.     p.  7. 

t  Ferris,  p.  75.  Acrelius  is  mistaken  in  supposing  Santhikan  to  be  Trenton, 
for  Hudde  describes  the  place  as  one  (Dutch)  mile  north  of  Fort  Nassau'.  Tren- 
ton is  six  Dutch  miles  northeast  of  that  fort,  (Gloucester  Point.)  Six  Dutch 
miles  are  four  and  a  quarter  English  miles. 
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General  Kieft  at  the  Manhattans,  a  hot-tempered  and 
incompetent  person,  well  deserving  the  lidicule  he  has 
received,  was  recalled  in  disgrace.  The  veteran  Stuy- 
vesant,  a  man  of  learning  and  a  soldier,  succeeded  him, 
and  arrived  in  New  Amsterdam,  May  27th,  1647.  Stuy- 
vesant  lost  no  time  in  looking  after  the  amiable  Printz. 
Sa?idhuJce?i,  the  beautiful  promontory  now  covered  by  the 
town  of  New  Castle,  Delaware,  was  bought  of  the  Indians 
and  a  fort  was  erected  by  the  name  of  Fort  Casimir. 
The  Dutch  soon  appeared  in  such  force  on  the  river,  that 
Fort  El/sborgh  became  too  hot  for  its  inmates.  Dutch 
skippers  no  longer  paid  tribute ;  and  the  Swedes,  after 
occupying  the  place  seven  years,  discovered  that  the 
Musquitoes  were  that  summer  too  hungry  to  be  endured. 
They  nicknamed  the  fort  Myggcnborgh,  (musquitoville,) 
and  evacuated  it  incontinently.  Printz  grew  more  fretful 
every  day,  and  before  reinforcements  from  Sweden  had 
time  to  reach  him,  set  sail  on  his  return,  leaving  his  son- 
in-law,  John  Pappegoia,  by  way  of  viceroy.  Printz  left 
no  friends,  either  Dutch  or  Swedish,  behind  him.  Not  long 
after  his  departure,  came  the  man-of-war  "Eagle"  bear- 
ing Johan  Claudii  Risingh,  accompanied  by  Lindstrohm 
a  military  engineer,  and  a  considerable  force.  Fort  Casi- 
mir was  taken  without  delay,  enlarged  and  strengthened, 
and  under  the  sonorous  title  of  Trcfalldighcit  bid  defiance 
to  the  Dutch.  Stuyvesant,  quickly  informed  of  the  event, 
seized  the  Swedish  ship  Golden  Shark,  which  had  blun- 
dered into  the  Raritan  instead  of  the  Delaware,  and  fitted 
out  an  expedition  of  seven  armed  ships  with  seven 
hundred  men  against  the  Swedes.  But  why  should  we 
narrate  the  history  of  his  adventures;  are  they  not  written 
in  the  veracious  Chronicle  of  Diedrich  Knickerbocker  ? 
Peace  be  with  his  ashes  !  When  he  wielded  over  the 
reputation  of  our  ancestors  Geoffrey  Crayon's  sceptre,  he 
held  it,  perhaps,  over  the  losel  Yankees  as  a  rod  of  iron, 
but  to  the  hapless  Dutchmen,  it  became  a  red-hot  poker. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  Stuyvesant  triumphed  almost  with- 
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out  opposition,  and  the   Swedish  rule  on  the  Delaware 
was  at  an  end. 

At  the  time  of  the  conquest  by  Stuyvesant,  in  1655, 
there  were  about  seven  hundred  Swedes  in  the  country. 
They  had  so  many  cattle  that  a  part  ran  wild  in  the 
woods  ;  they  raised  tobacco,  flax  and  wool ;  they  wove 
linen  and  cloth,  for  the  Swedish  government  imposed  no 
restrictions  on  the  industry  of  its  colonists.*  They  had  a 
church  at  Tinicum,  and  another  at  Fort  Christina,  in  which 
Lars  Lorkenius  officiated,  and  in  which  Reorus  Torkillus, 
and  Campanius,  had  preceded  him.  They  were  an 
orderly,  contented  people.  The  Dutch  treated  them 
kindly.  In  1693,  a  letter  signed  by  thirty-six  of  the  prin- 
cipal Swedes  on  the  Delaware,  was  sent  to  Stockholm,  in 
which  they  say,  "Since  this  country  has  ceased  to  be 
under  the  government  of  Sweden,  we  are  bound  to  acknow- 
ledge and  declare,  for  the  sake  of  truth,  that  we  have 
been  well  and  kindly  treated,  as  well  by  the  Dutch  as  by 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  England." 

Stuyvesant  left  Derick  Smidt  Commissary  pro-tem., 
but  in  a  few  days  appointed  John  Paul  Jacquet,  Governor 
on  the  South  River,  November  29th,  1655.  Jacquet  was 
recalled  in  April,  1657,  and  Jacob  Alrich  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  Burgomasters  and  Council  in  Amsterdam, 
to  preside  over  their  colony.  Some  uncertainty  has  existed 
as  to  the  relative  condition  and  boundaries  of  the  two  colo- 
nies, the  City's  and  the  Company's.  Unhappily,  the  care- 
ful scrutiny  of  Brodhead  has  only  served  to  show  that  the 
records  of  the  West  India  Company  are  destroyed.!  From 
a  comparison  of  various  authorities,  however,  it  is  sufficient- 
ly clear,  that  the  department  of  the  Company  in  the  city  of 
Amsterdam,  (which  it  will  be  remembered  had  supervision 
of  the  New  Netherlands,)  sold  a  part  of  the  territory  on  the 
South    River   to   the   Municipality   of  Amsterdam ,|     In 

*  H.  Ternaux  Compans. 

t  J.  R.  Brodhead.     Final  Report  to  the  Legislature  of  New- York,  p.  9, 10. 

X  Lambrechtsen.     In  Hist.  Soc.  Coll..,  n.  s.}  p.  107. 
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March,  1656,  the  Directors  of  the  Company,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  thousand  guilders,  con- 
veyed to  that  city  the  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  river 
from  the  Christina,  (Brandywine,)  southerly  to  Bomties 
(Bombay)  Hook ;  and  afterwards,  about  1658,  extended 
the  grant  to  Cape  Henlopen.* 

No  arrangements  appear  to  have  been  made  by  the 
Company  for  the  government,  of  its  remaining  territories 
on  the  Delaware,  until  the  next  year.  In  October,  1658, 
William  Beekman,  a  man  of  probity  and  liberal  educa- 
tion, who  had  been  in  the  New  Netherlands  since  1647, 
was  appointed  Vice-Director  for  the  Company  on  the 
South  River.  He  had  been  Alderman  repeatedly  in  New 
Amsterdam,  and  according  to  some  accounts  in  old  Am- 
sterdam. A  large  number  of  his  letters,  or  rather  des- 
patches to  Stuyvesant,  are  extant  in  Albany.  These  let- 
ters are  curious,  as  presenting  the  only  picture  we  have 
of  matters  as  they  really  were  in  those  days  on  the  Dela- 
ware. In  March,  1660,  he  writes  that  the  Swedish  nation 
contained  but  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  capable  of 
bearing  arms.  The  different  settlements  of  the  Swedes 
and  Fins,  says  he,  cannot  converse  with  one  another  for 
want  of  knowledge  of  each  other's  language.! 

Beekman  resided  at  Alto?ia,  a  new  name  for  the  former 
Swedish  Fort  Christina,  now  the  city  of  Wilmington,  and 
thence  nearly  all  his  letters  are  written. 

In  charge  of  a  few  petty  trading  posts,  the  garrison  of 
the  largest  of  which  sometimes  did  not  amount  to  ten  men, 
he  was  almost  reduced  to  a  mere  custom  house  officer- 
but  during  the  four  years  he  remained  in  command,  he 
did  every  thing  that  his  resources  permitted  for  the  good 
of  his  people.     Stuyvesant  had  a  dread  of  a  Swedish  re- 

*  Bancroft,  II.,  298.  Compare.  Beekman's  Instructions  in  Albany  Records, 
§  vii.     MS.  vol. 

Acrelius  reverses  this  statement  of  boundaries,  but,  with  later  writers  who  fol- 
low him,  is  undoubtedly  in  error* 

t  Beekman's  letters.     Letter  of  April  6,  1GG0. — MS. 
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bellion,  and  straightly  enjoined  that  the  Swedes  should 
be  removed  from  their  farms,  and  forced  to  settle  in  a 
village,  where  they  could  be  better  watched,  he  named 
Passayunk,  a  beautiful  piece  of  land  between  Wicaco  and 
Schuylkill,  as  the  spot.  "Beekman,"  says  Acrelius,  a 
Swedish  historian,*  "  endeavored  to  persuade  them  to 
remove,  but  in  vain  ;  he  represented  to  Stuyvesant  that  it 
was  unmerciful  to, force  people  from  their  cultivated  lands, 
and  put  them  to  new  labor  and  expense.  He  therefore 
urged  Stuyvesant  to  recall  his  order  and  to  provide  the 
Swedes  with  books  in  order  to  reconcile  them  better." 
Three  times  he  entreated  the  Governor  General  to  send 
ministers  of  religion  to  the  south  river.  The  Attorney 
General  was  about  to  visit  the  colony — "  I  solicit,"  says 
Beekman  "  that  he  may  be  accompanied  by  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel,  as  by  this  act  your  Honor  will  do  us  a 
great  kindness."f  There  was  a  Swedish  Clergyman  near 
Altona,  named  Lars  Lorkenius,  who  figures  largely  in  the 
letters.  He  furnished  a  rich  case  of  crim.  con.  to  the  gov- 
enor  and  council ;  and  his  lugubrious  petition  to  be  re- 
leased from  a  fine  incurred  by  his  extraordinary  method 
of  curing  the  misfortune,  is  reported  at  length.  It  seems 
that  a  certain  miscreant  belonging  to  the  garrison,  Jacob 
Jeugh  by  name,  eloped  with  the  wife  of  Lorkenius;  the 
unhappy  husband,  on  missing  the  fair  one,  rushed  to  the 
quarters  of  Jeugh,  and  demanded  if  any  body  had  seen 
his  wife  with  the  soldier  ?  "  You  are  her  master,"  said 
a  woman,  "  look  for  her  yourself!" — Jacob  Jeugh's  door 
was  locked.  Snatching  up  an  axe,  the  frantic  parson  dash- 
ed the  panels  to  pieces,  but  found  nothing  within  save  some 
clothes  and  dirty  stockings  strewed  over  the  floor.  He 
complained  to  the  vice  director ;  pursuit  was  made,  of 
course  in  vain,  and  within  a  month  he  petitioned  for  and 
obtained  a  divorce  with  a  view  (nothing  daunted  by  his 


*  Acrelius,  N.  Y.  Historical  Society  Collections,  N.  S.  I.  p.  423. 
t  Letters,  Albany  Records.     MS.     Letter  of  August  3d,  1662. 
VOL   V.  10 
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first  trial  of  matrimony)  to  marry  again.  One  morning 
Beekman  is  amazed  by  the  news  that  the  Finnish  minister 
had  married  himself  Jast  Sunday,  to  a  plump  Swedish  girl 
of  eighteen  ;  "  a  transaction,"  gravely  adds  the  Vice  Direc- 
tor, "in  my  opinion,  entirely  unlawful."  Proceedings  were 
instituted,  the  Rev.  Lars,  as  he  is  termed,  fined,  and  his 
new  marriage  declared  illegal  and  void — whereupon 
we  have  a  most  touching  petition  from  the  offending 
Lorkenius;  "I  have  fallen"  says  he,  "from  one  misfortune 
into  another,  because  all  my  deeds  have  been  misconstrued. 
I  found  nothing  but  a  few  pairs  of  stockings  which  the 
fugitive  raptor  of  my  wife  left  behind.  I  had  no  other 
intention  but  to  search  for  my  wife.  As  to  marrying  my- 
self, I  acted  justly.  As  I  had  done  before  with  others, 
exactly  as  others  do,  who  are  not  prosecuted  for  it — and 
without  any  evil  intention."  The  decision  in  his  case 
was  not,  however,  reversed.* 

On  the  30th  December,  1659,  Jacob  Alrich,  commissary 
over  the  city's  purchase,  died,  and  an  insolent  clerk,  Alex- 
ander Hinoyossa,  who  had  been  named  as  his  successor 
by  Alrich  on  his  death  bed,  began  a  career  of  misrule. 
Many  of  Beekman' s  letters  are  filled  with  details  of  Hino- 
yossa's  outrages,  and  happily  for  the  memory  of  the 
Vice  Director,  the  charges  he  makes  are  supported  by 
many  affidavits  regularly  attested.  Let  one  paragraph 
suffice.  "  Gentlemen,"  says  he,  "I  find  myself  obliged  by 
my  oath,  my  office  and  my  honor,  to  communicate  to  you 
how  Hinoyossa  takes  away  the  palisades  from  his  fort  and 
burns  them  in  his  Brewery."!  And  he  goes  on  to  enume- 
rate other  misdeeds,  such  as  selling  the  new  guns  and  the 
mill  stones  sent  out  by  the  city  of  Amsterdam. 

Hinoyossa,  however,  was  in  the  employ  of  the  buyers. 
Beekman,  though  the  superior  officer,  acted  for  the  sellers 
of  the  territory,  and  after  a  few  years,  in  December  1663, 
the  whole  region  on  the  Delaware,  from  its  source  to  the 

♦  Beekman  Letters,  MS.  t  Letter  of  8th  June,  16G2.     MS. 
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sea,  was  conveyed  by  the  West  India  Company  to  the 
city.*  Hinoyossa  enjoyed  his  extended  domains  less  than 
a  year,  for  in  October  1664,  the  English  took  possession 
of  the  whole  country, — a  possession  which  though  disturb- 
ed for  a  short  time  ten  years  later,  they  finally  maintained. 

Daring  the  Dutch  rule  on  the  Delaware,  farming  was 
comparatively  neglected.  The  inhabitants  of  all  nations 
did  not  exceed  twelve  hundred.  The  lots  conveyed  to  set- 
tlers were  small — most  of  them  town  lots — -laborers  were 
not  to  be  had — -Fur  Trade,  not  agriculture  was  the  object 
in  view. 

After  the  sale  to  the  city  of  Amsterdam  in  1664,  Beek- 
man  was  transferred  to  the  government  of  the  Colony  of 
Esopus.  He  was  in  New  York  in  1674,  and  after  serving 
as  Burgomaster  and  Alderman  twelve  times,  died  there 
in  1717.f  Under  the  English,  the  south  river  settlers  were 
very  hardly  treated,  The  Colony  of  New  York  and  the 
west  bank  of  the  Delaware  were  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Duke  of  York.  He  governed  on  the  principle  that 
"the  method  for  keeping  men  in  order  is  severity,  and  the 
laying  such  taxes  as  might  not  give  them  liberty  to  enter- 
tain any  other  thoughts  but  how  to  discharge  them."|  Even 
the  patient  Swedes  rebelled,  and  Konigsmark  the  Long 
Finn,  is  famed  in  the  early  annals  of  the  Delaware, 
as  the  first  man  who  resisted  despotism  there.  His  as- 
sociate in  the  rebellion,  Coleman,  escaped,  but  his  property 
was  confiscated.  The  Long  Finn  was  seized,  taken  to 
New  York,  tried  before  Lovelace,  and  adjudged  worthy  of 
death.  His  sentence  was  however  commuted  into  severe 
whipping,  branding  with  the  letter  R.  (for  rebel)  and 
transportation  to  Barbadoes  to  be  sold  as  a  slave.  The 
whole  sentence  was  executed.  No  wonder  then,  that  when 
the  gallant  Evertsen, in  1673,  appeared  with  a  Dutch  Fleet 

*  Transfer  of  South  River  Colony,  dated  at  New  Amsterdam  December  22d, 
1663.     Albany  Records.     MS. 

t  Valentine's  Manual  of  the  Corporation  of  New  York. 
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to  recover  the  American  possessions  of  the  United  States 
of  the  Netherlands,  he  was  welcomed  wich  acclamation. 
No  resistance  was  anywhere  met  with,  and  but  for  the 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Westminster,  February  19th, 
1674,*  by  which  conquests  made  during  the  war  were  to 
be  mutually  given  up,  Dutchmen  might  have  held  their 
own — Diis  aliter  vistcm. 

At  the  time  of  the  English  conquest  of  New  Netherland, 
the  population  did  not  exceed  six  or  seven  thousand. 
New  England  contained  fifty  thousand;  why  this  differ- 
ence ?  Was  it  that  a  natural  stolidity  and  incapacity  at- 
taches to  every  Dutchman,  or  that  the  sway  of  the  States 
General  was  deadly,  because,  in  the  words  of  a  celebrated 
writer,  "it  rested  on  the  broad  Dutch  bottom  of  unoffend- 
ing imbecility?"!  The  stupidity  of  the  Dutchman  was 
the  stupor  of  a  traveller  knocked  down  by  thieves — set 
upon,  ten  against  one,  and  stunned  with  blows  that  his 
pockets  maybe  picked.  Dutch  imbecility  was  the  exhaus- 
tion of  a  warrior  Ions:  striving,  with  his  back  to  a  rock  and 
his  face  to  the  foe — at  bay — fighting  for  his  life,  and  though 
sore  wounded,  yet  never  vanquished. 

Do  we  ridicule  the  stiffened  limbs  and  faltering  gait  of 
a  crippled  soldier,  disabled  while  doing  his  duty  ? 

The  wonder  is,  not  that  Dutchmen  have  done  so  little 
in  America,  but  that  they  were  able  to  maintain  colonies 
at  all.  During  the  two  periodst  of  Dutch  dominion  in 
New  Netherland,  the  Fatherland,  with  not  over  twelve,  or 
at  most  fifteen  hundred  thousand  inhabitants, ||  was  four 
times  attacked  by  overwhelming  forces,  by  sea  and  land. 
In  1 621,  the  States  General  were  resisting  the  Spaniards 
under  Spinola,  till  they  drove  him  from  Bergen-op-Zoom. 
In  1652,  the  Long  Parliament,  anxious  to  check  the  grow- 
ing power  of  their  unemployed  army,  by  diverting  the  re- 

*  Russell,  III.,  293. 

t  Washington  Irving. 

t  1.  From  Discovery  to  1664.       2.  From  August  9th,  1673,  to  Nov.,  1674. 

||  Grattan,  p.  267. 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY.  103 

sources  of  England  to  the  Navy,  attacked  the  Netherlands, 
whose  commerce  offered  a  tempting  prize.  This  is  not 
the  place  to  recite  the  deeds  of  Tromp  or  De  Ruyter.  It 
is  enough  to  state  that  two  of  the  Provinces  alone,  Holland 
and  Zeelandt,  lost  fifteen  hundred  ships  within  two  years.* 

While  still  reeling  under  this  blow,  a  new  war  came 
upon  the  Dutch  from  an  unexpected  quarter.  The  profli- 
gate Charles  II.  broke  through  every  tie  of  gratitude  and 
justice,  to  attack  the  nation  which  had  interfered  to  save 
his  father  from  the  scaffold, f  and  had  given  to  himself 
"refuge  in  misfortune  and  honor  in  prosperity."  Many 
naval  fights  ensued,  after  one  of  which,  by  a  disgrace  new 
to  England,  an  English  town,  Sheerness,  was  captured  by 
De  Ruyter,  who  burnt  three  ships  of  the  line  in  the  Thames, 
and  insulted  London  itself.  For  six  weeks  the  Dutch  fleet 
rode  in  triumph  in  the  British  Channel.  Charles  was 
eager  to  sign  the  pacification  of  Breda,  in  1667. 

For  the  fourth  time,  in  1672,  the  devoted  Nether- 
lands were  assailed  by  overwhelming  odds.  Without 
warning,  the  English  began  by  a  piracy  upon  the  Dutch 
Smyrna  fleet,  which  was  successfully  resisted.  Charles 
then  united  with  Louis  XIV.  to  crush  the  bold  Dutchmen 
at  a  blow.  It  seemed  no  great  task,  for  there  were  in 
that  little  territory  but  a  million  and  a  half  of  souls,  with- 
out allies,  without  an  army.  Louis,  with  one  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  men,  led  by  Turenne  and  Conde,  inva- 
ded the  land,  while  the  combined  fleets  of  England  and 
France  appeared  off  the  coast.  Turenne  overran  the 
country  without  resistance  ;  Louis  established  his  Court 
and  head-quarters  at  Utrecht.  Amsterdam  alone  held  out. 
The  people  came  together  as  one  man ;  William  III.,  of 
Orange,  directed  their  efforts.  The  dikes  were  cut;  farms 
and   villages   without   number  were   submerged.     The 

*  Rapin's  England.    Folio,  p.  591. 
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Netherlanders  resolved  to  abandon  their  homes  rather  than 
submit.  They  made  out  lists  of  all  their  vessels,  and  found 
them  sufficient  to  contain  two  hundred  thousand  families. 
They  prepared  to  cut  their  way  through  the  fleets  of  the 
enemy.  But  God  protects  the  brave  who  put  their  trust 
in  Him.  He  heard  the  prayers  that  ascended  from  every 
hearth  in  Holland,  and  sent  allies  and  succor  when  least 
expected. 

Spain,  the  last  country  on  earth  whence  aid  was  likely 
to  come,  jealous  of  France,  sent  an  Army  to  Holland. 
Louis  was  obliged  to  retreat ;  while  at  sea,  a  victory  crown- 
ed the  Dutch  arms  which  our  own  eloquent  Bancroft  has 
celebrated.  "  The  enthusiasm,"  says  he  "  of  the  Dutch  Ma- 
riners dared  almost  infinite  deeds  of  valor ;  the  noise  of 
the  Artillery  boomed  along  the  low  coast  of  Holland  ;  the 
churches  on  the  shore  were  thronged  with  suppliants, 
begging  victory  for  the  right  cause  and  their  country. 
The  contest  raged,  and  was  exhausted  ;  and  was  again 
renewed  with  unexampled  fury.  But  victory  was  with 
De  Ruyter  and  the  younger  Tromp — the  guardians  of  their 
country.  The  British  Fleet  retreated  and  was  pursued, 
the  coasts  of  Holland  were  protected." 

Is  it  wonderful  that  amidst  such  extremities  at  home, 
remote  colonies  should  have  been  neglected  ?  But  for  the 
rapacity  of  England  abroad  and  the  insatiate  craving  for 
more  land  of  the  Puritans  heie,  New  Netherland  might 
have  been  as  powerful  as  New  England.  In  both  hemis- 
pheres the  English  principle  of  action  was, 

"  That  they  should  take,  who  have  the  power, 
And  they  should  keep,  who  can."* 

The  conduct  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  notwithstanding 
their  many  virtues,  was  sadly  covetous.  "It  might  have 
been  expected,"  says  Lambrechtsen,  of  Ritthem,f  "that 


*  Wordsworth — Rob  Roy's  Grave. 

t  N.  Y.  Historical  Society  Collections.     New  Series.    I.  p.  98,  99. 
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in  gratitude  for  the  Dutch  hospitality  which  they  had  en- 
joyed for  so  long  a  time  at  Ley  den  and  Amsterdam,  they 
would  have  left  the  Netherland  colonies  unmolested.  It 
can  scarce  be  believed,"  says  he,  "that  men  so  conscien- 
tious that  they  considered  themselves  in  duty  bound  not 
to  make  the  least  concession  in  any  disputed  point  about 
religious  rituals  ;  men  so  highly  revering  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures that  they  felt  themselves  in  duty  bound  to  distin- 
guish their  cities  and  villages  by  biblical  names,  should 
so  little  care  about  their  Netherland  neighbors  of  the  same 
religious  creed,  should  respect  so  little  their  anterior  pos- 
session." Well  might  the  Dutch  wonder  at  the  modesty 
of  a  people  who  claimed  the  whole  country,  from  the  Con- 
necticut to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  in  reply  to  the  question 
"  Where,  then,  is  New  Netherland  V  could  answer,  "  We 
do  not  know  /"* 

Despite  all  the  difficulties  caused  by  repeated  wars, 
the  colonies  of  the  Dutch  were  in  a  flourishing  state  at 
the  time  of  the  surrender  to  England.  Children  swarmed 
in  every  village.  French  Protestants  came  in  such  num- 
bers that  the  public  documents  were  sometimes  issued 
in  French.  Lumber  was  exported  to  France — tiles 
were  manufactured — stately  buildings  were  erected — 
the  Waldenses  found  a  free  passage  and  a  safe  refuge — 
no  religion  was  molested.  The  Governor  General  Kieft, 
at  heavy  cost,  bought  the  freedom  of  some  Jesuit  priests 
who  had  been  taken  captive  by  the  savages.  He  protect- 
ed Father  Iogues,  who  had  fled  to  Beverswyck  for  safety, 
and  gave  him  a  free  passage  to  Europe.  Bressani, 
another  Jesuit,  after  being  ransomed,  was  tenderly  nursed 
until  cured,  clothed,  furnished  with  money,  a  letter  of  safe 
conduct  and  a  free  passage  to  Holland.  Such  was  the 
charity  of  Calvinists.f  Liberal  political  institutions  were 
promulgated,  modelled  on  the  municipal  freedoms  of  the 
fatherland,  long  before  emigrations  from  Connecticut  had 

*  Bancroft.    11.310.  t  O'Callaghan.    336. 
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taken  place,  and  of  course  before  the  puritan  idea  of 
popular  freedom  had  been  engrafted  on  New  Netherland. 
"By  God's  blessing,"  said  the  people  of  Manhattan,  "  we 
shall  in  a  few  years  become  a  mighty  people."* 

The  Dutch  have  been  censured  for  a  love  of  ease  and 
quiet,  for  a  neglect  of  the  education  of  their  children,  for 
a  contented  mediocrity,  satisfied  with  present  comfort,  and 
not  aspiring  after  better  things.  It  is  in  human  nature  to 
prize  most  that  of  which  we  have  the  least,  provided  it 
be  desirable.  The  Dutch  during  almost  the  whole  period 
of  the  colonization  of  our  country,  were  as  we  have  seen, 
at  war — resisting  invasion — inured  to  the  midnight  alarm, 
the  siege,  the  battle-field,  the  sea-fight — harassed  by  loss 
of  property,  of  family,  often  of  home.  Men  reared  in  such 
scenes  of  fierce  excitement  long  for  rest,  peace,  quiet,  as  the 
first  of  blessings.  "  Repose  is  happiness"  is  written  above 
the  gate  of  many  a  country  seat  in  the  fatherland  ;  and 
what  can  be  more  natural  than  such  a  sentiment?  Edu- 
cation in  those  times  of  strife  was  confined  to  a  few,  but 
those  could  not  have  been  illiterate  days  which  produced 
Erasmus,  Grotius,  Barneveldt,  the  two  De  Witts  and 
Bcerhaave.  The  people  were  brutalized  by  bloodshed  and 
misfortune — they  became  sullen — they  despaired — and 
their  children  were  sometimes  neglected.  In  later  years, 
the  common  schools  of  Holland  have  become  the  admira- 
tion of  Europe.  Cousin  is  warm  in  their  praise. t  The 
children  in  many  district  schools  there,  can  read  any 
piece  of  music  and  sing  it  at  sight,  as  readily  as  children 
in  our  own  public  schools  can  read  the  Lord's  prayer. 
Dutch  enterprize  used  to  be  proverbial.  It  may  be  well 
now  to  say,  that  at  this  moment,  the  greatest  steam-pump 
that  has  yet  been  built,  is  in  Holland,  emptying  a  basin 
seventy  square  miles  in  extent — the  Harlocm  Sea — at  the 


*  Bancroft,  II.,  303. 

t  Instruction  Publique  en  Hollande,  par  M.  Victor  Cousin,    p.  155. 
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bottom  of  which  lie  villages  and  farm-houses  long  since 
engulphed.  The  Leeghwater  engine  is  but  one  of  three 
now  erecting,  and  the  lake  will  be  dry  within  two  years. 
A  frequent  source  of  injustice  to  the  Hollander  is  the 
common  mistake  of  calling  Netherlanders  and  Germans 
indiscriminately,  Dutch.  The  Schoharie  anti-renters  for 
example,  are  called  Dutch.  Their  ancestors  were  Pala- 
tines, sent  here  by  Queen  Anne,  who  could  not  be 
made  to  comprehend  that  a  deed  was  not  a  tax  list. 
They  refused  to  receive  gratuitous  conveyances  for  the 
lands  they  occupied,  and  chased  away  the  commissioner, 
Balthazar  Bayard,  with  guns  and  pitchforks.*  Every- 
thing stupid  was  thenceforward,  in  northern  New  York, 
attributed  to  the  Dutch.  There  was  no  more  similarity 
between  the  Netherlander  and  the  Palatine,  in  those 
days,  than  there  is  now  between  the  Yankee  and  the 
Mexican. 

The  evils  which  undoubtedly  existed  in  the  Dutch  colo- 
nies here,  were  due  to  the  fact,  that  until  the  last  few 
years  of  their  existence  the  colonists  were  laboring  for 
others,  not  for  themselves.  They  were  servants  of  a  com- 
pany ;  faithful  ones — but  so  much  the  less  faithful  to  their 
own  interests.  It  is  as  unfair  to  condemn  the  Dutch  na- 
tion for  the  short-comings  of  their  colonists,  as  it  would  be 
a  century  hence  for  some  historian  of  Oregon,  in  his  chap- 
ter "  on  the  early  settlements  upon  the  Columbia  River," 
to  denounce  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  account  of 
the  failure  of  Astoria.  The  great  fur  trader  of  New  York, 
laid  a  wise  and  far-reaching  plan,  which  the  loss  of  the 
Tonquin  and  the  murder  of  Captain  Thorn,  embarrassed, 
and  the  war  of  1812  defeated.  His  plan  is  not  the  less 
honorable  to  his  sagacity  because  of  its  failure  ;  nor  is  the 
conduct  of  a  motley  band  of  Scotch  partners  and  Cana- 
dian voyageurs  to  be  taken  as  a  specimen  of  American 
mismanage  ment.f 


*  Simm's  History  of  Schoharie  County,     p.  61. 
t  Irving's  Astoria,    passim. 
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Though  her  colonies  here  have  come  into  possession  of 
another  nation,  the  United  States  of  the  Netherlands  have 
bequeathed  a  name  to  the  United  States  of  America  not 
unworthy  to  be  perpetuated. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Beekman,  and  a  copy  requested 
for  the  archives. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Wetmore,  a  resolution  was  adopted, 
adjourning  the  Society  until  the  first  Tuesday  in  October. 
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PROSPECTUS. 


The  want  of  some  medium  through  which  to  communicate  the  proceedings  of 
the  New- York  Historical  Society  as  they  occur,  has  been  sensibly  felt,  both  in  re- 
ference to  other  associations  and  also  to  corresponding  members,  who  were  intended 
to  be  an  active  class,  but  who  can  afford  comparatively  little  assistance  while  they 
are  uninformed  of  the  matters  immediately  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Society, 
and  are  not  reminded  at  stated  intervals,  of  their  interesting  and  important  duties. 

With  a  view  to  establish  such  a  medium  of  communication,  and  thus  to  diffuse  a 
knowledge  of  its  proceedings  and  keep  alive  an  interest  in  its  welfare,  the  Society  at 
a  regular  meeting  on  the  6th  of  April,  1847,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  thereof)  adopted  a  resolution  providing  f  jr  the  publication  (except 
during  the  summer  recess)  of  a  Monthly  Bulletin  or  Report  of  its  proceedings ; 
to  contain : 

1 .  a  succinct,  well  digested  report  of  the  business  proceedings  of  the  society. 

2.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  or  Communications  from  the  several  Officers 
of  the  Society. 

3.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  of  the  Executive  and  other  Committees  of  the 
Society. 

4.  Abstracts  of  Papers  read  before  the  Society. 

5.  A  condensed  Report  of  oral  addresses  made,  and  discussions  had,  upon  inte- 
resting topics,  before  the  Society. 

The  Society  at  the  same  meeting,  prescribed  the  form  in  which  the  Bulletin  should 
be  published,  and  Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  Assistant  Librarian,  has  been  appointed 
to  edit  the  publication. 

The  undersigned,  who  has  contracted  to  furnish  a  limited  number  of  printed 
copies  of  the  publication  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  (to  be  sent  to  other  associations,) 
believing  that  it  will  possess  an  interest  for  every  resident  and  corresponding  mem- 
ber of  the  Society,  as  well  as  for  others  who  take  an  interest  in  Historical  investiga- 
tions, has  obtained  permission  to  print  such  a  number  of  extra  copies  as  may  be  sub- 
scribed for ;  which  he  proposes  to  do  on  the  following 

CONDITIONS : 

The  work  will  commence  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Janu- 
ary, 1847.  It  will  be  handsomely  printed,  in  octavo,  on  fine  paper,  and  done  up  in 
a  neat  cover.  The  number  of  pages  to  be  issued  each  month,  will  of  course  depend 
on  the  amount  and  character  of  the  business  transacted  at  each  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  will  probably  vary  from  twelve  to  thirty-two  pages. 

Numbers  I.,  II.,  Ill ,  IV.,  V.,  (Jan.— May,)  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  the  first 
of  June,  and  each  subsequent  number  on  or  before  the  third  Saturday  of  each  month 
in  which  it  is  published.  They  will  be  delivered  to  those  subscribers  who  reside  in 
the  city,  at  their  residences,  and  forwarded  by  mail  to  others, 

At  ONE  DOLLAR  per  Annum,  payable  in  ADVANCE. 

WILLIAM  VAN  NORDEN, 

Printer,  39  William-street. 
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STATED  MEETING,  OCTOBER  5,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  President,  in  the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  and  pre- 
sented the  following  letters  and  communications. 

1.  From  the  Rev.  Thomas  Boyles  Murray,  M.  A.,  Pre- 
bendary of  St.  Paul's,  Rector  of  St.  Dunstan  in  the  East, 
London,  June  30,  1847,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a 
corresponding  member  and  receipt  of  the  diploma. 

2.  From  Rev.  S.  R.  Brown,  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  July 
6,  1847,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding- 
member,  and  receipt  of  the  diploma  and  proceedings. 

3.  From  the  Rt.  Rev.  Horatio  Southgate,  Bishop  of 
Constantinople,  April  22, 1847,  acknowledging  his  election 
as  a  corresponding  member,  and  receipt  of  the  diploma 
and  proceedings. 

4.  From  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  Lindenwald, 
Sept.  15,  1847,  acknowledging  his  election  as  an  honorary 
member. 

5.  From  Prof.  Leon  Vaisse,  Paris,  July  6,  1847,  ac- 
knowledging his  election  as  a  corresponding  member,  and 
the  receipt  of  the  diploma  and  proceedings ;  and  trans- 
mitting several  pamphlets  by  himself  as  donations  for  the 
library.  . 
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6.  From  Senor  Don  Alonzo  Manuel  Peon,  Merida,  Yu- 
catan, July  25  and  28,  1847,  two  letters,  acknowledging 
his  election  as  a  corresponding  member,  and  the  receipt 
of  the  diploma  and  proceedings.  He  also  stated  that  he 
had  communicated  to  the  family  of  the  Cura  Carillo,  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Society  on  the  occasion  of  his 
death. 

A  letter  was  also  read,  addressed  to  the  President  of 
the  Society,  bearing  the  signatures  of  Messrs.  Arago,  Elie 
de  Beaumont,  V.  Dumas,  Jomard,  and  other  distinguished 
men  of  Paris,  dated  April,  1847,  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Society  to  a  project  now  on  foot  in  France,  to  erect  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  late  M.  Etienne  Geoffroy 
St.  Hilaire,  and  soliciting  from  the  learned  men  of  the 
United  States,  aid  towards  its  erection. 

Mr.  John  R.  Bartlett,  communicated  a  paper  on  the 
"  Jesuit  Relations  of  Discoveries  and  other  Occurrences  in 
Canada  and  the  Northern  and  Western  States  of  the 
Union,  1632—1672."  By  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  M.  D.,  a 
corresponding  member  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Bartlett  also  presented  "  A  Narrative  of  the  Expe- 
dition of  the  Marquis  De  Nonville  against  the  Seneca  In- 
dians in  1687,"  translated  from  the  French  manuscript, 
with  an  introduction  and  copious  notes,  from  O.  H.  Mar- 
shall, Esq.,  of  Buffalo,  the  translator. 

The  Recording  Secretary  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  enclosing  a  silver  medal  which 
Mr.  Brigham  Howe  of  this  City  desired  him  to  present  to 
the  Society.     It  appears  to  have  been  struck  in  honor  of 
William  Pitt,  Lord  Chatham.     On  one  side  is  a  portrait 
of  Pitt,  with  the  name  "  Gulielmus  Pitt11   and  on  the  re- 
verse, the  following  words,  "  The  man  ivhn    having  saved 
the  parent,  pleaded  with  success  for  her  children.11     It  bears  no 
date,  and  was  found  about  six  years  since  while  digging  in 
the  Baptist  Burying  Ground  in  Gold  street. 

The  Librarian  made  a  report  upon  the  condition  and 
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progress  of  the  Library,  and  announced  the  preparation  of 
the  catalogue  of  manuscripts  as  nearly  completed. 

He  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  William  Duane  of  Philadel- 
phia, enclosing  a  fac-simile  taken  by  the  Anastatic  Pro- 
cess, of  a  letter  from  Richard  Bache,  to  his  father-in-law, 
Dr.  Franklin,  in  1778.  The  letter  gives  an  account  of  the 
condition  in  which  the  Doctor's  house  was  found  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  British. 

He  also  communicated  a  letter  from  Mr.  George  Gibbs, 
of  Turk's  Island,  dated  September  10,  1847,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract : 

"  I  have  lately  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  interesting 
and  magnificent  island  of  Hayti.  In  the  interior  of  the 
island,  I  discovered  evident  traces  of  aboriginal  descent 
— at  the  inland  city  of  St.  J  ago,  many  of  the  inhabitants 
are  a  mixture  of  the  Indian  and  Castilian  Spaniard,  and 
are  even  at  the  present  day,  highly  civilized.  You  are 
perhaps  aware  that  the  island  is  now  composed  of  two 
Republics,  the  Haytien  and  Dominican.  The  latter 
Government  is  by  far  the  most  liberal,  which  I  am  inclin- 
ed to  attribute  to  the  preponderance  of  the  white  and 
yellow  races  over  the  blacks. 

The  Haytien  Republic,  composed  chiefly  of  blacks, 
denies  to  the  white  man  any  equality  with  the  black — 
possibly  in  retaliation  for  our  degrading  treatment  of  the 
sable  race. 

I  found  the  pottery  and  clay  pipes  made  by  the  natives 
of  the  country,  at  the  present  day,  exactly  similar  to 
those  used  by  the  aborigines. 

Gold  seems  to  abound  in  this  island,  several  mines  of 
which  I  discovered,  also  copper,  coal  and  iron.  Entire 
mountains  of  salt  are  found  in  the  southwestern  parts  of 
the  island,  and  the  soil  in  some  parts  surpasses  in  fertility 
any  thing  that  can  be  imagined. 

I  also  visited  the  ancient  city  of  St.  Domingo,  now  in 
a  good  state  of  preservation  with  a  high  wall  surrounding 
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it — the  streets  are  wide  and  straight- — the  walls  of  the 
houses  are  built  of  brick,  of  great  thickness,  intended 
to  withstand  earthquakes — the  roofs  are  flat  and  fire-proof. 

The  immense  Cathedral  which  was  twenty-six  years 
in  building,  is  I  presume,  the  largest  church  in  the  west- 
ern world — it  is  now  kept  in  good  repair.  The  columns 
are  ornamented  to  represent  palm  trees.  Mass  is  now 
performed  in  it  regularly  by  a  respectable  white  clergy. 

The  fortress  or  tower  in  which  Columbus  is  said  to  have 
been  confined,  previous  to  his  being  sent  to  Spain  in 
chains,  is  still  standing. 

Some  of  the  present  inhabitants  bear  the  names  of  the 
first  settlers  or  visitors,  such  as  Bobadilla,  etc. 

If  this  splendid  country  were  blessed  with  a  good  go- 
vernment, it  would  be  one  of  the  most  desirable  residen- 
ces on  the  face  of  the  globe." 

The  Librarian  also  presented  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Benj.  F.  Thompson,  of  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  inclosing 
the  following  memorandum  and  original  narrative  of 

The  Battle  of  Ticonderoga,  1758. 

[In  the  Presbyterian  burial  ground  at  Hempstead,  is  the 
grave  of  Dr.  James  Searing,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years,  Sept.  29,  1802.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr. 
Jacob  Ogden  of  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  volunteered  as  surgeon  of  a  regiment,  in  the  disas- 
trous expedition  against  Ticonderoga  in  the  month  of  Jury, 
1758.  The  following  account  in  his  own  hand  writing, 
preserved  in  the  family,  has  been  handed  to  me  for  peru- 
sal, and  liberty  granted  to  copy  it  for  publication. 

This  brief  narration  is  written  with  great  clearness,  but 
is  not  essentially  different  in  its  facts,  from  that  in  the 
third  volume  of  Macauley's  history  of  New  York.  The 
brave  and  patriotic  Lord  Howe,  who  fell  in  the  engage- 
ment, was  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  E.  Scrope,  second,  Lord  Vis- 
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count  in  Ireland.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  gentleman  of 
much  worth  and  the  idol  of  the  troops,  for  in  him  says 
Mante,  "  the  soul  of  the  army  seemed  to  expire."  Indeed 
so  highly  was  his  memory  cherished  by  the  Colony  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  she  afterwards  erected  a  monument  to  his 
fame,  in  Westminster  Abbey,  at  an  expense  of  <£250. 

Major  Putnam,  who  was  with  the  army,  tried  to  dissuade 
his  lordship  from  perilling  his  life  in  the  expedition,  who 
nobly  replied  to  him  :  "Putnam,  your  life  is  as  dear  to  you, 
as  mine  is  to  me.  lam  determined  to  go."  He  fell  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  engagement.] 

The  manuscript  is  as  follows  : 

"  His  Excellency,  Gen.  Abercrombie,  having  assembled 
together  an  army,  consisting  of  about  5000  regulars,  10,- 
000  provincials  and  a  train  of  artillery,  to  wit :  4  iron 
eighteen  pounders,  6  brass  twelve  pounders,  6  brass  six 
pounders,  4  eight  inch  brass  howitzers,  13  inch  iron  mor- 
tar, and  2  inch  do.,  with  8  brass  royals  and  about  200 
rounds  to  each ;  embarked  with  the  whole  in  900  batteaux 
and  150  whale  boats,  from  Lake  George  to  Ticonderoga, 
July  5th,  1758. 

As  the  situation  of  the  enemy  was  but  little  known  (no 
prisoners  having  been  taken,  nor  any  deserters  come  in  for 
some  time  before  our  departure,)  it  was  thought  probable, 
that  some  batteries  might  be  erected  to  intercept  our  pas- 
sage through  the  Narrows  or  Straights,  as  there  was  a  veiy 
difficult  place  between  us  and  our  destination.  In  order 
to  alleviate  this,  three  redeaus  or  floating  batteries  were 
prepared,  two  upon  batteaux  and  one  made  of  timber ; 
upon  each  of  which  were  mounted  two  field  pieces,  as 
well  to  cover  us  from  being  annoyed  by  armed  vessels,  as 
from  ambuscades  and  lodgments. 

The  great  spirits  of  the  troops,  although  obliged  to  row 

the  batteaux,  all  deeply  laden  with  men  and  provisions, 

brought  us  to  the  advance  guard  of  the  enemy,  at  about 

four  miles  distance  from  the  fort,  the  sixth  instant,  at  six 

11* 
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o'clock  in  the  morning;  and  here  we  landed  Gen.  Gage's 
regiment  of  light  infantry  and  some  batteaux  men. 

A  small  party  of  the  guard  was  advanced  from  the 
rest ;  but  upon  the  appearance  of  the  whole  army,  who 
were  pretty  nigh,  they  retired  to  their  body,  and  all  went 
off  in  the  greatest  precipitation,  after  setting  fire  to  some 
few  tents  and  other  things  at  their  encampment. 

This  advantage  being  gained,  our  troops  march  3d  for- 
ward toward  the  enemy  on  the  same  side  of  the  lake,  on 
which  the  fort  stands,  as  it  was  imagined  the  fort  could 
be  invested  the  same  evening.  But  by  the  time  of  land- 
ing and  forming  so  great  a  body,  they  had  not  by  3  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  got  farther  than  two  miles,  when  they 
were  attacked  by  a  reconnoitering  party  of  French  regu- 
lars. The  light  infantry  received  the  weight  of  the  first  fire, 
but  being  sustained  by  the  whole  line,  who  were  on  the 
march,  the  enemy  were  soon  put  to  the  rout,  the  greatest 
part  of  them  being  either  killed  or  taken  prisoners. 

In  this  skirmish  fell  our   brave  Lord  Howe,  with  no 
other  considerable  loss ;  but  night  coming  on,  and  as  no 
road  or  path  could  be  found,  being  full  three  miles  from 
the    place    we    landed  at,  we    having    gone  the   direct 
route,  it  was  thought  proper  to  draw  off  the  army,  till  the 
next  day.     The  prisoners  taken  in  this  affair  were  one 
captain,  three  subalterns  and  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
men ;  from  whom  we  had  the  intelligence,  that  the  enemy's 
garrison  consisted  of  five  regular  regiments  well  supplied 
with  all  things  necessar}r  for  a  siege — that  the  whole  were 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  De  Mont  Calm,  who  with  eight 
battalions  of  regulars,  a  bod}*-  of  Canadians  and  some  In- 
dians, exclusive  of  the  garrison,  (the  latter  not  numerous, 
but  expected  to  be  made  up  to  1200),  were  all  encamped 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  fort. 

On  the  7th,  the  march  through  the  woods  was  not  pur- 
sued, but  Col.  Bradstreet,  with  the  44th  Regiment  and  six 
companies  out  of  the  first  battalion  of  Royal  Americans, 
and  as  many  provincials,  as  made  up  his  command  to  six 
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thousand,  were  ordered  to  establish  a  post  at  the  saw- 
mills, about  two  miles  from  the  place,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  lake  ;  a  situation  that  a  considerable  body  of  the 
enemy  had  occupied  till  that  time — but  on  the  appearance 
of  this  party,  they  retired  without  the  least  resistance,  and 
the  general  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  marched  and  joined 
Col.  Bradstreet  in  the  evening. 

The  lake  becoming  extremely  narrow  here,  a  bridge  of 
logs  was  made  over  it,  and  the  engineer  went  in  the  even- 
ing to  reconnoitre  the  enemy. 

Whatever  report  was  made  of  this  reconnoitering,  is  not 
known  to  the  public — however  it  was  determined  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  the  next  day,  and  orders  were  sent  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Artillery,  for  what  was  neces- 
sary from  that  branch,  which  was  agreed  on,  viz  :  4  light 
brass  twelve  pounders,  2  eight  inch  brass  howitzers,  and 
four  royal  do.  This  evening  we  were  joined  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson  and  thirty-five  Mohawk  Indians,  who 
having  met  the  French  prisoners  on  the  lake,  in  their  way 
to  Albany,  were  in  the  highest  spirits,  and  were  no  soon- 
er landed,  than  they  joined  the  general,  with  which  re-in- 
forcement  our  body  of  Indians  became  400. 

Major  Proby,  our  famous  partizan,  being  looked  upon  as 
a  person  best  acquainted  with  the  ground,  with  his  rang- 
ers, some  batteaux  men  and  a  detachment  of  light  infant- 
ry, (the  whole  amounting  to  2000  men),  were  ordered  to 
advance  on  the  8th  instant,  about  10  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing,  so  nigh  the  enemy  as  to  draw  on  them  some  of  their 
fire,  and  also  to  discover  if  any  parties  lay  concealed  to 
observe  our  motions. 

As  this  precaution  had  its  full  effect,  with  some  loss  to 
the  enemy,  but  none  to  us,  and  as  the  enemy's  party 
were  retired  to  the  breastworks,  the  whole  line  marched 
up  to  sustain  the  advance,  about  11  o'clock,  and  continued 
moving  on  till  they  came  within  120  yards  of  the  enemy's 
works ;  which  from  thence  became  almost  inaccessible 
by  reason  of  underwood  and  timber  that  had  been  felled 
for  the  purpose. 
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As  a  farther  precaution  and  in  some  measure  to  divide 
the  enemy's  force,  Sir  William  Johnson  was  ordered, 
with  the  Indians,  to  cross  the  lake,  and  make  the  Indians 
hollow,  about  the  time  that  the  general  attack  should 
begin.  This  attempt  produced  no  other  effect,  than  to 
force  back  a  small  party,  who  were  without  the  breast- 
work. 

The  situation  now  being  free  from  trees,  there  was 
nothing  to  intercept  our  view  of  the  works,  which  appear- 
ed to  be  made  of  square  logs,  well  fitted  together,  with 
slits  left  open  between  them  at  a  proper  height,  for  loop- 
holes— an<l  made  so  high  as  to  come  above  their  heads. 
There  were  small  boughs  stuck  in  to  prevent  our  view 
of  the  loop  holes,  and  to  prevent  our  climbing  over.  The 
whole  well  flanked  with  two  bastions  and  two  redeaus, 
and  nearly  extending  to  the  lake  on  both  sides  the  neck 
of  land  on  which  the  fort  stands.  A  little  advance  from 
the  principal  work,  was  a  sort  offence  made  of  loose  logs 
which  served  to  cover  the  out  parties,  the  line  being  formed 
with  a  front  extending  the  whole  length  ofthe  work.  Major 
Proby  advanced  with  the  piquets  in  the  centre  ofthe  work, 
between  the  two  bastions,  being  sustained  by  Col.  Haldi- 
man  at  the  head  ofthe  lines.  The  enemy  received  us  with 
a  very  heavy  fire,  which  we  returned  when  we  came  with- 
in fifty  yards  of  them.  At  12  o'clock,  by  the  directions  of 
Mr.  Gierke,  engineer,  in  pursuance  of  his  reconnoitre,  two 
redeaus  with  two  six  pounders  each,  and  one  royal 
howitzer,  was  ordered  down  the  lake  towards  the  fort : 
the  orders  given  to  the  officer  who  commanded,  were  to 
repair  down  the  lake  undercover  ofthe  bank,  till  he  came 
to  an  open  place  as  described  by  the  engineer,  and  there 
to  enfilade  the  enemy's  works  in  reverse.  Ijut  after  going 
down,  till  both  shot  and  shells  were  fired  at  them  from  the 
fort,  thev  could  find  no  such  place  as  described — so  con- 
cluding the  intelligence  to  be  false,  he  turned  about  to  re- 
gain the  lines. 

The  artillery  on  the  7th,  in  the  evening,  did  not  arrive 
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at  the  saw-mills,  till  half  an  hour  after  10  o'clock,  on  the 
8th,  at  which  time  the  army  had  marched  above  an  hour 
and  began  the  attack.  Neither  had  the  enemy  acted  with 
their  usual  caution  in  cases  of  this  kind,  for  they  had  not 
one  piece  of  cannon  in  their  work,  and  many  of  their 
muskets  loaded  only  with  buckshot.  During  all  this  time 
the  guns  were  got  off  the  redeaus,  and  being  drawn  into 
the  road,  his  majesty's  army  stood  exposed  to  the  heaviest 
fire  imaginable  for  the  space  of  three  hours,  when  having 
lost  most  of  our  principal  officers,  nearly  80  others,  with 
about  2000  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  there  being  no 
prospect  of  forcing  the  enemy  from  their  lodgment,  a  re- 
treat ensued  between  four  and  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
soon  after  which  an  Aid-de-camp  was  sent  to  the  landing- 
place,  to  order  the  heavy  artillery  and  stores,  that  were  on 
shore,  to  be  re-embarked  for  Fort  William  Henry,  with 
all  expedition. 

From  the  extent  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  the  opposi- 
tion we  met  with,  it  is  conjectured  to  contain  3000  regular 
forces.  The  night  was  spent  in  getting  the  stores  on 
board,  and  the  post  at  the  saw-mills  abandoned ;  by 
day-light,  except  by  a  small  party  of  rangers  and  light 
infantry,  left  to  destroy  some  provisions,  tools  and  a  few 
whale  boats,  which  had  passed  portage  to  tow  the  re- 
deaus, with  the  two  six  pounders  in  the  morning.  July 
9th,  the  principal  part  of  the  batteaux  arrived  at  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry,  about  7  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  again 
encamped." 

The  Librarian  also  announced  the  additions  to  the  Li- 
brary since  his  last,  report,  viz : 

BY  DONATION. 

American  Phreno-Mnemotechny,  Theoretical  and  Practical.  In 
two  parts.  By  Piiny  Miles.  8vo.  New  York,  1846. — Gift  of 
the  Author. 
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The  U.  S.  Catholic  Magazine,  and  Monthly  Review,  etc.  Vols. 
IV.,  V.  For  1845—1846.  8vo.  Baltimore.— Gift  of  John  J). 
Shea. 

History  of  Canada,  for  the  Use  of  Schools  and  Families.  By  Jen- 
net Roy.     12mo.     New  York,  1847. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Notes  on  the  Early  Settlement  of  the  North- Western  Territory. 
[By  J.  Burnet.]     8vo.     Cincinnati,  1847. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Laws  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Sessions,  '35,  '37,  '51.  3  vols. 
8vo.     Albany,  1812-14-28.— Gift  of  E.  C.  Benedict. 

Washington  and  his  Generals.  By  J.  T.  Headley.  2  vols.  12mo. 
New  York,  1847 .—Gift  of  the  Author. 

Biographical  and  Critical  Miscellanies.  By  William  H.  Prescott. 
8vo.  New  York,  1845.— (n/z  of  R.  W.  Griswold. 

The  History  of  the  Puritans,  or  Protestant  Nonconformists ;  from 
the  Reformation  in  1517,  to  the  Revolution  in  1688,  etc.  By 
Daniel  Neal.  Edited  by  John  O.  Choules.  2  vols.  8vo.  New 
York,  1844.— Gift  of  R.  W.  Griswold. 

The  Decree  in  the  Case  of  Solomon  de  Medina,  Mosesson  and  Com- 
pany, Merchants  in  London,  and  Roderigo  Pacheco,  Jacob  de 
Lara  and  Manual  de  Costa,  Bearers  of  their  Orders,  Complain- 
ants against  Rene  Het  and  the  Executors  of  Andrew  Fresneau, 
deceased,  Defendants,  in  Cancellaria  Nova  Eborac.  Folio.  44 
pp.  New  York.  William  Bradford.  1728.— Gift  of  Charles 
Ewer,  Boston. 

The  Decree  in  the  Case  of  Palmers  and  Others,  Complainants 
against  Jacobus  Van  Cortland  and  Adolph  Philipse,  Defendants, 
in  Cancellaria  Nova  Eborac:  Appendix  to  the  Decree,  etc. : 
Observations  on  the  Answer  in  General  :  Observations  on  the 
Clamours.  Folio.  58  pp.  [This  pamphlet  has  no  title  page, 
but  seems  to  be  the  publication  of  the  Complainants  in  the  above 
suit.  It  has  at  the  end  two  letters,  "  To  the  Honorable  Adolph 
Philipse,  Esq."] — Gift  of  Charles  Ewer,  Boston. 

The  Sin  and  Danger  of  Self-Love  described,  in  a  Sermon  preached 
at  Plymouth  in  New  England,  1621,  by  Robert  Cushman.  With 
a  Memoir  of  the  Author.  Plate.  8vo.  pp.  3?  Boston,  Dec. 
22,  1846. — 6  Copies.     Gift  of  Charles  Ewer,  Boston. 

Catalogues  of  the  Leverian  and  Portland  Museums  in  London. 
Two  4to.  pamphlets.  With  MS.  Additions  by  Hon.  Gabriel  Fur- 
man. — Gift  of  Edward  H.  Ludlow. 

Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Campaigns  of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Greene. 
Major  General,  etc.  By  Charles  Caldwell,  M.  D.  8vo.  Phila., 
1819.— Gift  of  R.  R.  Ward. 
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Darby's  Universal  Gazetteer.  A  Dictionary,  Geographical,  His- 
torical,  and  Statistical,  etc.  By  William  Darby,  4th  Ed.  8vo. 
Phila.,  1845. — Gift  of  Robert  Farnham,  Washington. 

Laws  and  Regulations  for  the  Government  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, with  an  Appendix.  8vo.  Washington,  1847. — Gift 
of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Table  of  Post  Offices  in  the  United  States  on  the  First  Day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1846,  etc.  8vo.  Washington,  1846. — Gift  of  the  Post- 
master General. 

General  Regulations  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  1847.  By 
Authority  of  the  War  Department.  12mo.  Washington,  1847. 
— Gift  of  J.  8f  G.  S.  Gideon,  Washington. 

The  Hempstead  Inquirer.  Vol.  XIV.,  No.  14,  May  4,  1844,  to 
Vol.  XVII.,  No.  11,  April  24,  1847.  Folio.  [Continuing  set 
before  presented.] — Gift  of  Benj.  F.  Thompson,  Hempstead,  L.  I. 

United  States.  Twenty-Eighth  Congress.  First  Session.  Senate 
Documents.     Vol.  7.     8vo.     Washington,  1844. 

Second  Session.  Journal  of  the  Senate.  8vo.  Washing- 
ton, 1844. 

Senate  Documents.     Vols.  1 — 3,  and  7 — 11.    8vo. 


Washington,  1845. 

Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives.     8vo. 


Washington,  1844-5. 

Executive  Documents.      4  vols.      8vo.      Wash- 


ington, 1844-5. 

Reports    of   Committees.      8vo.      Washington, 


1844-5. 

—  Twenty  Ninth  Congress.      First  Session.     Journal  of  the 

Senate.     8vo.     Washington,  1845-6. 

Senate  Documents.     9  vols.     8vo.     Washington, 


1845-6. 

Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives.     8vo. 

Washington,  1845-6. 

■  Executive  Documents.     8  vols.     8vo.     Washing- 


ton, 1845-6. 
Reports  of  Committees.     4  vols.     8vo.     Wash- 
ington, 1845-6. 

Gift  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Essai  sur  L'Histoire  de  la  Philologie  Orientale  en  France,  par  M. 
Leon  Vaisse,  Extrait  du  Dictionnaire  Encyclopedique  de  P'His- 
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toire   de  France.      8vo.     pp.   15.      Paris,   1844. — Gift  of  the 
Author. 

Essai  Historique  sur  la  Condition  Sociale  et  L'Education  des 
Sourds-Muets  en  France.  Par  M.  Leon  Vaisse,  Extrait  du 
Dictionnaire  Encyclopedique  de  l'Histoire  de  France.  8vo. 
pp.  8.     Paris,  1844. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

The  Literary  World.  A  Gazette  for  Authors,  Readers  and  Pub- 
lishers. Edited  by  C.  F.  Hoffman.  Vol.1.  4to.  New  York, 
1847. — Gift  of  the  Publishers — Osgood  fy  Co. 

Force's  [William  Q.]  Picture  of  the  City  of  Washington  and  its 
Vicinity  for  1845,  etc.  16mo.  Washington,  1845.— Gift  of 
the  Author. 

Minutes  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  1704 
to  1776.  Printed  by  order  of  the  Select  and  Common  Councils 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  8vo.  Philadelphia,  1847.— Gift  of 
of  the  S.  and  C.  Councils  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  through  E. 
D.  Ingraham,  Esq. 

Histoire  et  Description  des  Voies  de  Communication  aux  Etats- 
Unis  et  des  Travaux  d'Art  qui  en  Dependent.  Par  Michel  Chev- 
alier. 2  vols — accompagnes  d'un  Atlas  in  folio. — Gift  of  Hon. 
Albert  Gallatin. 

The  Public  Men  of  the  Revolution.  Including  Events  from  the 
Peace  of  1783  to  the  Peace  of  1815.  In  a  series  of  Letters. 
By  the  late  Hon.  William  Sullivan,  LL.  D.  With  a  Biograph- 
ical Sketch  of  the  Author,  and  Additional  Notes  and  References 
by  his  son,  John  T.  S.  Sullivan.  8vo.  Phila.,  ISM.— Gift  of 
Rufus  W.  Griswold. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Effects  of  the  Paper  Credit  of  Great 
Britain.  By  Henry  Thornton,  Esq.,  M.  P.  8vo.  Phila.,  1807. 
— Gift  of  Rvfus  W.  Griswold. 

Thirty  First  Annual  Report  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  Pre- 
sented May  13,  1847,  etc.  8vo.  New  York,  1847.— Gift  of 
the  Society. 

Particulars  of  Shakspeare's  House  atStratford-on-Avon,  for  Sale  by 
Auction,  by  Mr.  Robins,  at  the  Mart,  London,  on  Thursday, 
Sept.  10,  at  12  o'clock.  4to.  16  pp.  London,  1847.— Gift  of 
J.  Romeyn  Brodhead. 

The  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London,  23d.  April,  1847.  [Reg- 
ister of  the  Council  and  Fellows.]  4to.  pp.  22. — Gift  of  J. 
Romeyn  Brodhead. 
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Catalogue  of  Antiquities,  Coins,  Pictures,  and  Miscellaneous  Curi- 
osities, in  the  Possession  of  The  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Lon- 
don, 1847.  Compiled,  etc.,  by  Albert  Way,  Esq.,  F.  S.  A. 
8vo.     pp.56.     London. — Gift  of J.  Pomeyn  Brodhead. 

Histoire  des  Etats-Unis  D'Amerique.  ParM.  G.  Bancroft.  Tire 
de  la  Bibliotheque  Universelle  de  Geneve.  8vo.  pp.  28. — Gift 
of  J.  Romeyn  Brodhead. 

Fresh  Gleanings,  or  a  New  Sheaf  from  the  Old  Fields  of  Conti- 
nental Europe.  By  Ik.  Marvel.  12mo.  New  York,  1847. — 
Gift  of  Harper  fy  Brothers,  the  Publishers. 

The  New  York  Daily  Advertiser.  From  Sept.  1,  1823,  to  Dec. 
31,  1827.     Bound  in  8  vols.— Gift  of  George  J.  Cornell. 

The  New  York  Statesman.  From  Jan.  2,  1823,  to  Jan.  31,  1829. 
Bound  in  10  vols.- — Gift  of  the  same. 

Sketches  of  the  History  of  Chautauque  County.  By  Emory  F. 
Warren.     18mo.     Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  1846. — Gift  of  the  Author . 

File  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer — -continuing  file  heretofore  pre- 
sented, to  April  1,  1847. — Gift  of  Thomas  D.  Lowther. 

MS.  New  York  and  Virginia  in  1663.  Proceedings  had  upon  a 
complaint  made  in  1663  by  Peter  Stuyvesant,  Governor  of  New 
Netherlands,  to  Sir  William  Berkeley,  Governor  of  Virginia,  of 
the  taking  by  one  Robert  Downman  under  a  commission  from 
the  King  of  Portugal,  of  a  ship  with  84  negroes,  being  all  that 
remained  alive  of  101  taken  in  at  Angolo  and  consigned  to  Cu- 
raeoa,  which  ship  seems  to  have  previously  sailed  from  England 
and  to  have  been  taken  from  the  English  by  the  Dutch  off  the 
coast  of  Guinea.  Copied  from  a  record  book  in  the  office  of  the 
General  Court  of  Virginia,  labelled  No.  2,  containing  (among 
other  things)  Proceedings  of  the  Governor  and  Council  from 
1660  to  1664.— -Gift  of  Conway  Robinson,  Richmond,  Va. 

MS.  Copy  of  Gov.  Montgomerie's  Brief  or  Lysence  to  Richard 
Shaw  of  East  Hampton  to  beg,  etc.,  19th  February,  1729-30. — 
Gift  of  Benj.  F.  Thompson,  Hempstead,  L.  I. 

Copy  (by  the  Anastatic  Process)  of  a  letter  from  Richard  Bache  to 
Dr.  Benj.  Franklin,  Philadelphia,  July  14,  1778.— Gift  of  Wil- 
liam Duane,  Philadelphia. 

License  to  Silvanus  Seely — January  3,  1784. — Gift  of  Thomas  P. 
Teale. 

The  Librarian  also  called  attention  to  several  French 
vol.  v.  12 
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works  now  presented  by  M.  Vattemare,  whom  he  intro- 
duced to  the  Society. 

M.  Vattemare  spoke  of  the  character  of  the  works  he 
presented,  and  invited  a  committee  of  members  to  visit 
and  examine  his  collection,  and  select  such  as  might  be 
desirable  for  the  Society  to  possess. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following  can- 
didates, who  were  thereupon  elected : 

correspond:ng  members. 

Samuel  D.  Parker,  Boston,  Mass. 

Lieut.  M.  F.  Maury,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mellen  Chamberlain,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Gov.  William  Bebb,  Ohio. 

Dr.  S.  F.  Bartlett,  Lyme,  Conn. 

Hamilton  White,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

George  Livermore,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  Henry  W.  Beecher,  Indianapolis,  la. 

Gen.  John  H.  Howard,  Grahamville,  S.  C. 

Dr.  James  Moultrie,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Prof.  Charles  U.  Shepard,  " 

Rev.  Baciiman,  " 

Hon.  Timothy  Jenkins,  Vernon,  Oneida  Co. 

"     Robert  McClelland,  Monroe,  Mich. 

11     Isaac  E.  Holmes,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 
John  Mason,  George  Gordon,  Jr. 

Mr.  Wetmore  also  stated  that  arrangements  were  in 
progress  for  celebrating  the  forty-third  Anniversary  of  this 
Society,  which  would  be  reported  at  the  next  meeting. 

Several  nominations  were  made  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Bartlett  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted  : 
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Resolved,  That  we  view  with  much  satisfaction  the  zeal 
which  is  manifested  by  M.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  in  effec- 
ting literary  exchanges  between  the  United  States  and 
France. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  will  be  happy  to  co-operate 
with  M.  Vattemare  in  promoting  these  exchanges  so  far 
as  may  be  in  its  power. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  solicit  from 
the  members  of  this  Society  donations  of  books  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  City  of  Paris,  through  M.  Vattemare, 
which  books  are  to  be  considered  as  presents  from  the 
New  York  Historical  Society. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  resolutions,  Hon. 
Benj.  F.  Butler  made  some  remarks  complimentary  to  M. 
Vattemare's  energy  and  devotedness  in  the  cause  of  pro- 
moting literary  exchanges  between  nations,  and  hoped  the 
resolutions  would  pass  unanimously. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  the 
committee  under  the  last  of  the  above  resolutions,  viz: 

Messrs.  Benj.  F.  Butler, 

Erastus  C.  Benedict, 
Prosper  M.  Wetmore. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Benedict  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary 
and  the  Librarian  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  M.  Vat- 
temare and  to  receive  from  him  for  the  society  such  works 
as  he  may  please  to  offer  us. 

Prof.  David  E.  Bartlett,  of  the  N.  Y.  Institution  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  read  a  paper  on 
"Language,  considered  chiefly  in  reference  to  its  modes 
of  adaptation  to  the  understanding." 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  the  thanks  of  the  So- 
ciety were  voted  to  Prof.  Bartlett,  and  a  copy  requested 
for  the  archives. 
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The  President,  Mr.  Gallatin,  retired  from  the  chair, 
which  was  taken  by  Mr.  Bradish,  the  First  Vice  Presi- 
dent, who  rose  and  said  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Society: 

In  the  absence  of  our  venerable  President,  it  has  be- 
come my  duty,  not  to  announce  to  you  for  the  first  time, 
but  to  call  your  attention  to  an  event,  which  is  already 
but  too  familiar  to  us  all.  Since  the  last  meeting  of  this 
Society,  one  of  its  oldest  members,  a  former  President, 
and  liberal  benefactor,  has  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
departed  from  among  us.  Death  has  removed  from  our 
midst  our  late  respected  fellow  member,  Peter  Gerard 
Stuyvesant.  This  dispensation  of  Providence  has  de- 
prived this  Society  of  an  efficient  friend  and  patron,  the 
public  of  a  distinguished  and  valuable  citizen,  and  his 
relatives  and  more  immediate  friends  of  an  honorable  rep- 
resentative of  his  family  and  his  name. 

Descended  from  an  ancient  and  honorable  ancestr}', 
the  late  Mr.  Stuyvesant,  with  his  name  and  large  estates, 
inherited  also  many  of  the  virtues  and  excellent  personal 
qualities  of  his  forefathers.  That  high  integrity  of  char- 
acter, that  firmness  of  purpose,  and  that  perseverance  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  objects,  which  so  eminently  distinguished 
his  ancestor,  the  Governor  of  the  New  Netherlands,  two 
centuries  ago,  were  also  prominent  traits  in  the  character 
of  the  descendant,  the  late  Mr.  Stuyvesant.  To  these  he 
added  a  courtesy  in  intercourse,  and  an  enlightened  and 
and  just  discrimination  in  his  encouragement  of  public 
objects,  which  rendered  him  at  once  an  agreeable  gentle- 
man and  a  useful  citizen. 

To  this  Society  in  particular,  the  deceased  was  an  early, 
uniform,  and  true  friend;  and  he  died  with  purposes  of 
beneficence,  in  regard  to  it,  still  unaccomplished.  This 
Society,  therefore,  may  well  cherish  the  memory,  and  de- 
plore the  loss,  of  such  a  fellow  member  and  friend. 

Believing  this    sentiment  to  be   universal    among  the 
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members  of  this  Society,  and  with  a  view  to  give  it  ex- 
pression, I  trust  there  may  be  present  some  gentleman 
prepared  to  submit,  for  the  action  of  the  Society,  such 
resolutions  as.  may  befit  the  occasion,  and  as  may  become 
the  Society  to  adopt. 

Dr.  John  W.  Francis  thereupon  offered  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  read  : 

Whereas,  By  the  recent  and  unexpected  death  of  the 
late  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant,  Esquire,  the  community  has 
been  deprived  of  a  valuable  citizen,  respected  for  his  piety, 
and  justly  esteemed  for  his  promotion  of  works  of  public 
utility,  and  whose  name  is  identified  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  New  York  as  the  descendant  of  one  of  its  first 
Governors : 

And  whereas,  This  Society,  in  particular,  has  cause  to 
cherish  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  as  one  of  its  former 
Presidents  and  steadfast  friends,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society  deeply  deplore  the  dispensation  of  Providence 
which  has  thus  suddenly  deprived  the  Society  of  its  late 
President  and  benefactor,  the  public  of  a  distinguished 
and  useful  citizen,  and  his  more  immediate  relatives  and 
friends  of  an  honorable  representative  of  his  family  and 
his  name. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Society  sincerely 
sympathize  with  the  bereaved  widow  and  relatives  of  our 
deceased  fellow  member ;  and  that  we  will  wear  the  usual 
badge  of  mourning. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  this  Society  to  procure,  if  possible,  a  portrait  of  the 
late  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant,  Esquire,  to  be  placed  in  the  se- 
ries of  portraits  in  the  Hall  of  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  duly 
authenticated,  be  transmitted  to  the  widow  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

12* 
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Mr.  Philip  Hone  rose  and  said  : 

"I  rise  to  move  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  not, 
however,  without  some  apprehension  that  my  present 
state  of  debility,  the  result  of  a  still  lingering  indisposition, 
may  have  incapacitated  me  from  doing  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject, even  in  the  few  remarks  which  may  be  expected  on 
this  mournful  occasion.  But  the  duty  seems  naturally  to 
devolve  upon  me,  as  one  of  the  few  contemporaries  of  the 
deceased,  and  I  claim  the  privilege  of  representing  the 
generation  to  which  we  both  belonged.  When  the  indi- 
vidual who  has  the  honor  of  addressing  you  first  saw  the 
light  in  the  unpretending  part  of  the  metropolis  called 
Dutch  Street,  the  gentleman  whose  memory  we  are  about 
to  honor  was  assuming  the  habiliments  of  boyhood  in  the 
palace  of  the  Stuyvesants. 

"The  civic  virtues  which  distinguished  our  friend  and 
associate,  whose  premature  and  most  melancholy  death 
we  deplore;  his  liberality  as  evinced  towards  several  of 
our  public  institutions,  and  especially  the  Historical  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  was  an  original  member,  a   constant 
friend,  and  in  several  instances  a  liberal  benefactor;  the 
judicious  exercise  of  his  influence  in  the  improvement  of 
that  part  of  the  city  in  which  his  inheritance  laid — and 
generally,  the  urbanity  of  his  disposition,  and  the  correct- 
ness of  his  deportment ;  have  been  so  fully  descanted  upon 
by    our    worthy   and    eloquent  Vice-President,  that  my 
duty  is  greatly  abridged :  for  that  gentleman,  with  less  lib- 
erality than  the  Israelitish  husbandman  of  old,  seldom 
leaves  any  gleanings  for  those  who  follow  his  sickle.     But 
I  feel  a  desire  to  be  identified  with  the  passage  of  these 
resolutions,  from  the  recollection  of  early  contemporaneous 
intimacy,  cultivated  and  improved  to  the  close  of  the  life 
of  our  departed  friend— our  association  as  officers  of  this 
Institution,  for  at  the  time  Mr.  Stuyvesant  was  President, 
I  held  the  office  now   more  worthily  rilled   by  yourself. 
But  I  honor  the  memory  of  this  estimable  gentleman  in 
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an  especial  manner,  as  he  was  an  embodiment  of  true 
Knickerbocker  principles,  and  a  relic  of  New  York  integ- 
rity. I  feel  that  this  is  safe  ground  to  go  upon  here,  and 
in  this  connexion.  When  I  recognize  several  of  my  con- 
temporaries, and  find  myself  surrounded  by  a  new  gene- 
ration of  the  descendants  of  the  New  Netherlanders,  none 
is  more  willing  than  myself  to  acknowledge  the  benefits 
which  my  native  city  has  derived  from  the  accession  of 
foreign  talents  and  capital,  or  to  pay  a  more  cheerful  tri- 
bute to  the  good  example  of  enterprise  and  energy  intro- 
duced by  our  eastern  brethren ;  but  I  may  be  permitted  to 
rejoice  that  the  good  New  York  soil  is  not  exhausted,  and 
that  the  exotics  which  flourish  around  us,  have  no  reason 
to  be  ashamed  of  the  association  of  their  indigenous 
neighbors. 

"In  closing,  I  would  remark  that  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  this  sudden  and  awful  bereavement,  among 
other  more  serious  causes  of  regret,  may  have  been  at- 
tended with  loss  to  this  Institution,  in  preventing  Mr. 
Stuyvesant  from  carrying  out  his  beneficent  intentions  in 
relation  to  the  permanent  location  of  the  Society.  It  is  a 
subject  of  congratulation  that  the  management  of  his 
estate  has  been  left  in  the  hands  of  those  who  knew  his 
intentions,  and  inherit  his  liberality. 

"With  these  imperfect  remarks,  Mr.  Vice-President,  I 
respectfully  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions." 

The  resolutions  were  thereupon  unanimously  adopted. 

Chief  Justice  Jones  called  the  attention  of  the  Society 
to  the  recent  death  of  an  eminent  citizen  of  New  York, 
who,  though  not  a  member  of  this  Society,  was  a  public 
man,  whose  services  were  well  known,  whose  decease  at 
an  advanced  age  had  severed  the  connection  with  the 
Revolutionary  era,  and  whose  character  and  services  to 
this  his  adopted  country,  he  thought,  should  not  pass  un- 
noticed by  this  Society.  He  alluded  to  Major  William 
Popham.     Major  Popham  was  a  native  of  Ireland.     At 
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the  early  age  of  nine  years  he  came  to  this  country,  where 
he  was  liberally  educated,  intending  to  make  the  law  his 
profession.  But  the  war  of  the  revolution  broke  out,  and 
his  love  of  liberty  impelled  him  to  take  up  arms  in  its  de- 
fence. He  joined  the  army  at  an  early  age,  distinguished 
himself  in  every  duty  pertaining  to  his  station,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  struggle  retired  with  the  warm  approval  of 
Washington,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  country.  He  now 
prepared  himself  for  the  bar,  became  eminent  and  suc- 
cessful, allied  himself  to  one  of  our  most  distinguished 
families,  and  was  by  all  classes  of  society  honored  and 
esteemed.  At  the  period  of  his  decease,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-five  years,  he  was  President  of  the  General 
and  State  Societies  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  the  oldest  offi- 
cer of  the  revolution.  His  life  was  one  of  earnest  and 
constant  duty  to  his  fellow-men,  of  fidelity  to  principle, 
and  charity  to  all — its  close  was  peaceful  and  happy. 
He  died  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him — and  his  memory 
will  be  revered  as  long  as  public  merit  or  private  worth 
shall  be  regarded. 

Chief  Justice  Jones  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  have  heard  with  deep  regret 
the  announcement  of  the  death  of  Major  William  Popham, 
one  of  the  oldest  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution  and 
President  of  the  General  and  State  Societies  of  Cincinnati. 

Resolved,  That  in  his  decease,  they  feel  the  loss  of  an 
upright  man,  a  patriotic  citizen,  and  a  gallant  soldier; 
and  are  made  painfully  sensible  that  the  fathers  of  Amer- 
ican Independence,  the  patterns  of  American  imitation, 
are  fast  passing  away. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  conve}'  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

Gen.  Anthony  Lamb  seconded  the  resolutions,  and  they 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Recording  Secretary  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented 
to  Mr.  Brigham  Howe,  for  his  present  this  evening,  through 
the  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  of  a  silver  medal  struck  in  honor 
of  William  Pitt,  Lord  Chatham. 

The  Librarian  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  rendered  to 
the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia, for  the  donation  of  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings, 
received  through  Edward  D.  Ingraham,  Esq.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  that  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  ask  their  ac- 
ceptance of  a  set  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  their  kindness. 

Mr.  Joseph  P.  Simpson  presented  and  read  an  original 
letter  of  Gen.  Washington,  dated  Newburg,  5th  Novem- 
ber, 1782.  The  letter  was  addressed  to  a  Mr.  Mitchell  of 
Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  John  Remick,  now  of  this  City, 
when  an  apprentice  boy  in  Philadelphia  thirty-seven 
years  ago,  found  it  among  some  papers  thrown  into  the 
street  from  a  house  opposite,  where  Mr.  Mitchell  had  resi- 
ded years  before.  He  has  retained  it  in  his  possession 
until  the  present  time,  and  now  presents  it  to  the  Histori- 
cal Society, 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

NEW-YORK    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY 


PROSPECTUS 


With  a  view  to  diffuse  a  knowledge  of  its  proceedings  and  keep  alive  an  interest 
in  its  welfare,  the  New  York  Historical  Society  have  provided  ior  the  publication 
(except  during  the  summer  recess)  of  a  Monthly  Bulletin  or  Report  of  its  pro- 
ceedings ;  to  contain  : 

1.  a  succinct,  well  digested  report  of  the  business  proceedings  of  the  society. 

2.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  or  Communications  from  the  several  Officers 
of  the  Society. 

3.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  of  the  Executive  and  other  Committees  of  the 
Society. 

4.  Abstracts  of  Papers  read  before  the  Society. 

5.  a  condensed  report  of  oral  addresses  made,  and  discussions  had,  upon  inte- 
resting topics,  before  the  society. 

The  undersigned,  believing  that  such  a  publicition  will  possess  an  interest  for 
every  resident  and  corresponding  member  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  for  others  who 
take  an  interest  in  Historical  investigations,  has  obtained  permission  to  print  such  a 
number  of  extra  copies  as  may  be  subscribed  for ;  which  he  proposes  to  do  on  the 
following 

CONDITIONS  : 

The  work  will  commence  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Janu- 
ary, 1847.  It  will  be  handsomely  printed,  in  octavo,  on  fine  paper,  and  done  up  in 
a  neat  cover.  The  number  of  pages  to  be  issued  each  month,  will  of  course  depend 
on  the  amount  and  character  of  the  business  transacted  at  each  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  will  probably  vary  from  twelve  to  thirty-two  pages. 

Each  number  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  or  before  the  third  Saturday  of  each 
month  in  which  it  is  published.  They  will  be  delivered  to  those  subscribers  who 
reside  in  the  city,  at  their  residences,  and  forwarded  by  mail  to  others, 

At  ONE  DOLLAR  per  Annum,  payable  in  ADVANCE. 
WILLIAM  VAN  NORDEN, 

Printer,  39  William-stret. 
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STATED  MEETING,  NOVEMBER  2,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  President,  in  the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  follow- 
ing letters  received  by  him  since  the  last  meeting,  viz  : 

1.  From  the  Hon.  George  Bancroft,  London,  October  4, 
1847,  transmitting  a  copy  of  Sir  John  F.  W.  Herschel's 
Results  of  Astronomical  Observations  made  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  presented  to  the  Society  by  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  with  the  author's  respects. 

2.  From  J.  Romeyn  Brodhead,  London,  October  4, 
1847,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  George  Catlin,  dated  at 
Paris,  September  20,  1847,  in  relation  to  some  illustrations 
of  history  by  that  artist.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Catlin  contains 
some  interesting  statements  referring  to  the  exile  of  the 
King  of  the  French  in  America.     He  says. 

"  During  the  two  years  which  I  have  spent  in  Paris 
with  my  Indian  Collection,  my  works  have  been  highly 
approved  by  the  King,  for  whom  I  have  painted  and 
delivered  twenty-five  pictures  of  Indian  customs  and 
scenes  of  the  western  country,  which  are  to  be  placed  in 
the  Marine  Gallery  at  Versailles. 

I  have  had,  therefore,  several  interviews  with  his  Ma- 
jesty, in  all  of  which    he  has  spoken    familiarly  of  his 
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several  years  of  rambles  in  exile  in  America,  in  company 
with  his  two  younger  brothers,  the  Duke  de  Montpensier 
and  Count  Beaujalois,  and  related  to  me  many  of  the  most 
extraordinary  and  pleasing  incidents  of  his  life,  several  of 
which  happened  while  he  was  traversing  the  western 
parts  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  are  full  of  interest  as 
matters  of  history  *  *  *  *  .  These  scenes 
transpired  daring  their  travels  from  Erie  to  Buffalo — to 
the  villages  of  the  Seneca  Indians — from  thence  to  Canan- 
daigua — paddling  their  own  canoe  through  the  wrhole 
length  of  the  Seneca  Lake  to  Ithaca — from  thence  on  foot, 
with  their  knapsacks  on  their  backs,  to  the  Tioga  River ; 
where,  having  purchased  a  canoe  from  the  Indians,  they 
descended  that  river  to  the  Susquehannah,  and  the  latter 
river  to  the  Valley  of  Wyoming,  (my  native  valley). 
Thence,  on  foot,  they  crossed  the  Wilkesbarre  and  the 
Pokono  Mountains  to  Easton,  and  thence  to  Philadelphia. 
They  afterwards  traversed  the  Alleghany  Mountains  to 
Pittsburgh,  and  having  there  purchased  a  small  boat 
descended  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans ; 
having  slept  along  the  shores  of  these  rivers,  when  in  their 
wildest  and  rudest  condition,  and  existed  upon  the  food 
they  could  procure  from  the  Indians,  and  from  the  rivers 
and  the  forest." 

Mr.  Catlin  also  states  that  the  King's  portfolio  of 
sketches  and  notes,  made  during  these  wanderings,  is  now 
in  existence. 

3.  A  proposition  from  David  Thompson,  Montreal, 
August  25,  1847,  for  copying  his  Astronomical  Observa- 
tions made  during  his  travels  on  the  northern  part  of  this 
continent.  "  These  travels  are  from  the  latitude  of  forty- 
three  degrees  to  the  latitude  of  sixty  degrees  north;  and 
from  the  longitude  of  seventy-three  degrees  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  degrees  west ;  being  from  south  to  north 
about  one  thousand  two  hundred  statute  miles  ;  and  from 
east  to  west,  about  two  thousand  four  hundred  miles. 
From  southward  of  Montreal  to  Lake  Superior,  and  the 
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interior  parts  of  Hudson's  Bay  to  York  Factory  in  latitude, 
and  from  the  same  in  longitude  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
The  Astronomical  Observations  to  determine  the  exact 
positions  of  the  surveys  of  those  countries  commence 
May,  1790,  and  end  with  the  close  of  the  year  1837: 
they  consist  of  many  thousand  observations.  Those  for 
longitude,  in  order  to  obtain  the  greatest  possible  accuracy, 
are  in  setts  of  six  or  eight  observations,  the  mean  of  which 
is  taken  as  one  observation.  All  these  are  now  in  my 
Journals  as  they  were  taken." 

On  motion  of  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary,  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Catlin  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
and  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  : 

Messrs.  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
Marshall  S.  Bidwell, 
Erastus  C.  Benedict. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  and 
read  the  following  letters : 

1.  From  L.  P.  Brockett,  Hartford,  Conn.,  14th  June, 
1847,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding 
member. 

2.  From  Marcius  Willson,  Allen's  Hill,  Ontario  County, 
New  York,  June  22d,  1847,  to  the  same  effect. 

3.  From  B.  B.  Minor,  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  July 
26th,  1847,  transmitting  a  "Tract"  connected  with  the 
ecclesiastical  history  of  Virginia,  and  remarking  upon  the 
favorable  prospects  of  the  Historical  Society  of  that  state. 

4.  From  Anson  G.  Upson,  Clinton,  New  York,  June 
14th,  1847,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding 
member. 

5.  From  Z.  Collins  Lee,  Baltimore,  July  1st,  1847,  to 
the  same  effect. 

6.  From  S.  J.  Carr,  Pikesville,  Md.,  July  1st,  1847, 
acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding  member, 
and  promising  to  forward  some  old  manuscripts. 
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7.  From  Thomas  Barlow,  Canastota,  August  9,  1847, 
enclosing  an  historical  memoir,  entitled  "  an  Incident  of 
the  Revolution." 

8.  From  Robert  Wilkinson,  (without  date,)  acknowl- 
edging his  election  as  a  corresponding  member,  and 
relating  "  two  incidents  which  transpired  in  the  olden 
time,  one  among  the  Indians  near  Specken  Kill,  and  the 
other  in  Dutchess  County." 

9.  From  J.  Pintard  Servoss,  New  Rochelle,  27  Sept., 
enclosing  three  MSS.,  and  proffering  to  the  Society  a 
number  of  General  Gage's  papers  during  the  Revolution. 
1st.  "An  original  general  order  of  General  Gage,  of  17th 
Nov.,  1763,  on  his  taking  the  command  of  the  army  on 
General  Amherst  going  home."  2d.  "  List  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  in  the  troops  commanded  by  Major 
General  Abercrombie  at  the  action  at  Ticonderoga,  the 
6th  and  8th  July,  1758."  3d.  An  original  order  signed 
by  "Elisha  Boudinot,  Com.  Pris.,  New  Jersey,"  dated  at 
Elizabethtown,  6th  November,  1779. 

10.  From  C.  T.  Porter,  Auburn,  August  5,  acknowl- 
edging his  election  as  a  corresponding  member. 

11.  From  E.  D.  Crowninshield,  Boston,  October  11,  to 
the  same  effect. 

12.  From  Hon.  John  G.  Palfrey,  Secretary's  office, 
Boston,  July  13th,  presenting  a  copy  of  a  map  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  published  by  author- 
ity. 

13.  From  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society,  a  printed 
account  of  their  proceedings  at  Louisville,  on  the  ISth  and 
23d  December,  1846,  and  the  9th  Januar}^  1847,  inclu- 
ding the  report  of  the  Secretary,  T.  P.  Shaffner. 

14.  From  Timothy  Jenkins,  Oneida  Castle,  October 
23,  1847,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding 
member. 

15.  From  George  Livermore,  Boston,  October  21,  1S47, 
to  the  same  effect. 
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16.  From  the  Hon.  William  Jay,  Bedford,  October  26, 
1847— as  follows  : 

"  I  herewith  forward  to  you  for  the  library  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  a  number  of  manuscript  papers 
arranged  in  separate  parcels,  numbered  and  labelled  as 
follows,  viz.  : 

1.  History  of  the  American  Revolution,  commencing 
with  the  settlement  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  coming 
down  to  8th  Nov.,  1775.  Found  among  the  papers  of 
Governor  Livingston. 

2.  Instructions  and  resolutions  of  Congress,  1779-1783. 

3.  Official  despatches  and  other  papers  connected  with 
negociations  in  Spain  and  France,  17S0-3. 

4.  The  Independence  of  America  advantageous  to 
France — a  French  memoire,   1782. 

5.  Copy  of  correspondence  of  Silas  Deane  with  Gov. 
Trumbull,  Benjamin  Tallmadge  and  J.  Wadsworth, 
1781-1782. 

6.  Instructions  and  official  despatches  to  Mr.  Jay,  1794. 

7.  Papers  connected  with  the  negociation  of  the  British 
Treaty,  1794. 

8.  Papers  respecting  British  Spoliations  and  interference 
with  Indians,  and  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Hammond, 
forwarded  by  the  American  Government  to  Mr.  Jay,  1794. 

9.  A  report  on  the  subject  of  the  Yellow  Fever  made 
to  the  Governor  of  New  York,  1796. 

10.  Copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly  of  the  state  of  New  York  in  the  winter  of  1797 
by  Edward  Livingston,  on  the  debt  of  New  York  to  the 
United  States. 

11.  Proceedings  against  the  Captain  of  the  British 
Sloop  of  War  Hunter,  New  York,  1797. 

12.  Papers  relative  to  the  defence  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  1798. 

In  No.  6  will  be  found  the  original  instructions  to  Mr. 
Jay,  which  General  Washington  refused  to  submit  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.     An  examination  of  the  docu- 
13* 
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ment  will  show  that  the  refusal  could  not  have  been 
prompted  by  its  contents,  but  solely  by  that  high  sense  of 
moral  obligation,  which  induced  him  in  this  instance,  to 
resist  the  unconstitutional  interference  of  the  house  ;  and 
wThich  through  life,  ever  led  that  great  and  good  man  to 
pursue  the  path  of  duty,  undeterred  by  popular  clamor ; 
and  which  has  secured  for  him  an  undying  fame,  by 
causing  him  to  despise  the  transient  popularity  which  is 
earned  by  subserviency  to  the  passions  and  prejudices 
of  the  day." 

The  Librarian  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  an 
original  portrait  of  Dr.  Franklin  :  supposed  to  be  by  Du- 
plessis,  the  property  of  a  gentleman  of  Philadelphia  ;  but 
exhibited  on  this  occasion  through  the  courtesy  of  Austin 
L.  Sands,  Esq. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  additions  to  the  Library 
since  his  last  report,  viz. : 

BY  DONATION. 

Rapport  sur  les  Questions  Coioniales,  adresse  a  M.  le  Due  de  Brog- 
lic,  President  de  la  Commission  Coloniale,  a  la  Suite  d'un  Voyage 
fait  aux  Antilles  et  aux  Guyanes,  pendant  les  Annees  1838  et 
1839.  Par  M.  Jules  Lechevalier,  etc.  Documents  et  Pieces 
Justificatives.     Tomes  I.,  II.     Folio,  Paris,  1843-44. 

Expose  General  de  Resultats  du  Patronage  des  Esclaves  dans  les 
Colonies  Franchises.     4to.,  Paris,  Juin,  1844. 

Exposes  des  Motifs,  Rapports  et  Dcbats  des  Chambers  Legislatives 
concernant  les  Lois  des  18  et  19  Juliet,  1845,  relatives  au 
Regime  des  Esclaves  a  l'Introduction  de  Cultivateurs  Europeens 
et  a  la  Formation  d'Etablissements  Agricoles  dans  les  Colonies 
Francjais.     8vo.,  Paris,  1845. 

Du  Commerce  des  Peuples  de  l'Afrique  Scpt-mtionale  dans  l'An- 
tiquite,  le  Moyen  age  et  les  Temps  Modernes  compare  au  Com- 
merce des  Arabes  de  nos  jours,  ouvrage  faisant  suite  a  la  "Ques- 
tion d'Alger  en  1844."  Par  M.  Mauroy,  2d  ed.,  8vo.  Paris, 
1845. 

De  l'Organization  des  Bibliothcqucs  dans  Paris.  Par  le  Comte  de 
Laborde.  Huitieme  Lcttre.  Etude  sur  les  construction  des 
Bibliotheques.     8vo.     Paris,  1845. 
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Synchronistiche  Tafeln  der  Universal  Geschichte  eine  den  Uber- 
blick  erleichternde  bildliche  darstellung  der  Geschichte  aller 
Lander,  Volker  und  Staaten,  die  Wahrend  vier  Jahrtausenden 
(von  anbeginn  bis,  1828,)  Historisch  merkwiirdig  geworden  sind. 
XXI.  Tafeln  (zum  zusammenfugen  eingerichtet)  nebst  einem 
schema  in  verjiingtem  maastabe  und  erlanterungen,  von  Nicolai 
Nissen.  Oblong  Folio.  Gottingen,  1828. — Gift  of  M.  Alexan- 
dre Vattemare. 

New  Brunswick  ;  with  Notes  for  Emigrants,  etc.  By  Abraham 
Gesner,  Esq.,  Surgeon.  8vo.,  London,  1847. — Gift  of  P.  L. 
Simmonds,  London. 

St.  Louis'  Isle,  or  Texiana  ;  with  Additional  Observations  made  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  By  Charles  Hooton.  Portrait, 
etc.     8vo.,  London,  1847. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Agricola's  Letters  and  Essays  on  Sugar  Farming  in  Jamaica.  By 
W.  F.   Whitehouse.     8vo.     London,  1845. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Royal  South  Australian  Almanack  and  General  Directory  for 
1843  and  1845.     2  vols.,  12mo.     Adelaide. — Gift  of  the  same. 

The  West  India  Almanack  for  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1844.  Com- 
piled by  P.  L.  Simmonds,  Esq.,  Editor  of  the  Colonial  Magazine. 
12mo.     London,  1844. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Several  Pamphlets,  principally  relating  to  Colonial  Affairs. — Gift 
of  the  same. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Views,  Principles,  Services,  and  Influences  of 
the  Leading  Men  in  the  Origination  of  our  Union,  and  in  the 
Formation  and  Early  Administration  of  our  Present  Government. 
By  Thaddeus  Allen.     8vo.     Boston,  1847.— Gift  of  the  Editor. 

Letters  on  the  Masonic  Institution.  By  John  Quincy  Adams.  8vo. 
Boston,  1847. — Gift  of  Henry  Gasselt,  Boston. 

Sermons  preached  before  the  Incorporated  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts. 

1st.  By  Frederic  Keppel,  Ld.  Bp.  of  Exeter,  1770. 
2d.  By  Shute  Barrington,  Ld.  Bp.  of  Landaff,  1775. 
8vo.     London. — Gift  of  R.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Jamaica,  L.  I. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  N.  Y.  Philharmonic  Society.  Sept.  11, 
1847.     8vo.     pp.  12.     N.  Y .—Gift  of  the  Society. 

Documents  relating  to  the  Boundary  Line  and  Disputed  Territory, 
between  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  8vo.,  pp.  64.  Fall 
River,  1847. — Gift  of  George  H.  Moore. 

Longman's  Catalogue  of  Old  Books,  for  the  year  1848.  8vo. 
London.— Gift  of  Bartlett  $  Welford. 
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A  History  of  St.  George's  Parish,  in  the  County  of  Spotsylvania 
and  Diocese  of  Virginia.  By  the  Rev.  Philip  Slaughter.  8vo. 
N.  Y.,  ISll.—GiftofB.  B.  Minor,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  N. 
Y.  Made  to  the  Legislature,  April  24,  1847.  8vo.  Albany, 
1847. — Gift  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

Manila  Tariff  of  1831.  Arancel  General  para  el  Comercio  Exte- 
rior de  las  Islas  Filipinas.  Imprenta  de  Sampoloc.  Ano  de 
1831.     Folio.-—  Gift  of  A.  B.  MorrelL 

The  Chinese  Repository.  Vols.  I.,  (wanting  Nos.  2,  8,  9,)  II.,  III. 
May,  1832,  to  April,  1835.     8vo.     Canton. — Gift  of  the  same. 

The  Southern  and  Western  Literary  Messenger  and  Review.  Vol. 
XIII.  No.  3  to  10,  inclusive.  March  to  October,  1847.  8vo. 
Richmond,  Va. — Gift  of  B.  B.  Minor,  the  Editor. 

De  Bow's  Commercial  Review  of  the  South  and  West,  etc.  Vol. 
IV.  No.  I.,  Sept.  1847.  8vo.  New  Orleans.— Gift  of  J.  B. 
De  Bow,  the  Editor. 

Results  of  Astronomical  Observations  made  during  the  Years  1834, 
5,  6,  7,  and  8,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  being  the  completion 
of  a  Telescopic  Survey  of  the  Whole  Surface  of  the  Visible 
Heavens,  commenced  in  1825.  By  Sir  John  F.  W.  Herschel, 
Bart.,  etc.  4to.  London,  1847. — Gift  of  Algernon,  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  with  the  Author's  respects. 

Proceedings  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  Vol.1. 
No.  10.  March,  1847.  8vo.  Philadelphia.—^  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  First  General  Assembly  of  the  "Incorpora- 
tion of  Providence  Plantations,"  and  the  Code  of  Laws  adopted 
by  that  Assembly,  in  1647.  With  Notes  Historical  and  Explan- 
atory. By  William  R.  Staples.  8vo.,  pp.  64.  Providence, 
1847.— Gift  of  the  Editor. 

Quebec  and  its  Environs ;  being  a  Picturesque  Guide  to  the  Stran- 
ger.    8vo.     Quebec,  1831. — Gift  of  Charles  Lanman. 

MS.  Capitulacion  de  quando  se  entrego  la  Ciudad  de  Granada 
a  los  Sefiores  Reyes  de  Espaiia,  Dn.  Fernando  y  Da.  Ysabel : 
fecha  en  la  Vega  de  dicha  Ciudad  k  primero  de  Enero  de  1492, 
y  el  4  del  mismo  hicieron  los  Reyes  su  entrada  publica,  tan  de- 
bota  como  magestuosa  y  magniflca  ;  pero  no  falta  autor  que  dice; 
que  dichas  capitulaciones  fueron  firmadas  el  25  de  Diciembre 
del  sitado  ano  de  92,  en  razon  de  las  disputas  que  ocurrieron 
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sobre  la  interpretasion,e  intelligencia  de  los  articulos  propuestos. 
— Gift  of  Charles  Prescotl. 

["A  valuable  Spanish  MS."     John  Pickering.] 

A  Malay  Crease. 

Bottle  containing  a  Crawfish  from  Green  River  in  the  Mammoth 

Cave,  Kentucky. 
Box  of  Coins: — containing 

4  copper  coins  of  Brazil. 
3  silver  coins  of  Cochin  China. 
36  brass  and  copper  coins  of  China. 
9  copper  coins — spurious  American. 
Chinese  Clearance  of  Ship  Sabina  for  New  York. 
Chinese  Umbrella. 

Gift  of  A.  B.  Morrell 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  Committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following  candi- 
dates, who  were  thereupon  elected  : 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Hon.  Ira  M.  Barton,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Orsamus  H.  Marshall,  Buffalo. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

John  Hall,  Henry  T.  Drown. 

The  Executive  Committee  also  recommended  that  Mr. 
George  H.  Moore  be  declared  a  life  member  of  the  Soci- 
ety, which  was  accordingly  ordered. 

The  Chairman  further  reported  that  the  Committee,  in 
conformity  with  a  provision  of  the  by-laws,  have  made 
suitable  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  Forty- 
third  Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  this  Society,  on  Tues- 
day the  16th  instant,  and  that  the  Annual  Discourse  will 
be  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

Several  nominations  for  membership  were  made,  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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The  Librarian  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
Mr.  Morrell,  through  Gen.  Wetmore,  for  his  donation  of 
books  and  articles  of  curiosity ;  and  that  his  permission 
be  requested  to  deposit  the  crawfish  with  the  Lyceum  of 
Natural  History,  as  the  more  suitable  receptacle. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  specially 
communicated  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
and  Sir  John  F.  W.  Herschel,  for  the  donation  of  the 
"  Astronomical  Observations  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;" 
to  the  Hon.  William  Jay,  for  his  valuable  donation  of  MSS., 
and  to  Mr.  Charles  Prescott,  for  his  donation  of  an  an- 
cient and  valuable  Spanish  MS. ;  severally  presented  this 
evening. 

The  Librarian  also  read  an  invitation  for  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  Historical  Society  to  attend  the  cele- 
bration of  the  First  Anniversary  of  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of 
Medicine,  on  the  10th  instant,  which  was  accordingly 
accepted. 

Mr.  John  R.  Bartlett  read  the  paper  communicated  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  by  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  M. 
D.,  on  the 

Jesuit  Relations  of  Discoveries  and  other  Occur- 
rences in  Canada  and  the  Northern  and  Western 
States  of  the  Union,  1632 — 1672. 

In  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-five,  three  Je- 
suit Priests  and  two  lay  brothers  arrived  in  Canada,  to 
announce  the  gospel  to  the  Heathen.  Hitherto  the  Indian 
knew  the  white  man  only  as  a  trader,  prepared  to  circum- 
vent, or  as  an  armed  adventurer,  ready  to  oppress  him. 
For  almost  the  first  time  he  now  saw  Europeans  enter  his 
forests,  whose  words  were  peace  and  love,  whose  arms 
were  a  breviary  and  a  crucifix,  and  whose  trade  was  to 
surfer.     Without  comprehending,  he  could  not  but  admire 
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the  courage  with  which  the  new  comers  bore  the  privations 
of  the  desert  and  the  hardships  of  the  climate  ;  and  he  was 
finally  won  to  listen  to  the  strange  men's  stranger  doctrines, 
by  the  patience  and  self-abandonment  with  which  those 
who  taught  them  surmounted  the  severities  to  which  they 
were  exposed. 

The  new  Missionaries  had  only  mastered  a  knowledge 
of  the  language  of  some  of  the  native  tribes,  when  the 
colony  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English,  and  their  labors 
were  arrested.  When,  however,  the  country  was  restored, 
by  the  treaty  of  St.  Germain  en  Laye,  to  the  French,  the 
fathers  renewed  their  labors,  and  continued  to  apply  them- 
selves to  their  original  design  with  a  devotedness  which 
has  won  for  them  universal  respect,  and  under  difficulties 
sufficient  to  appal  the  stoutest  hearts. 

The  nomadic  race  which  was  to  be  subjected  to  the  in- 
fluences of  the  gospel,  inhabited  the  country  extending 
from  the  Island  of  Anticosti  to  the  Mississippi.  The  sec- 
tion south  of  the  St.  Lawrence  was  occupied  by  the  Mic- 
macs,  the  Abenaquis,  and  the  Etchemins  ;  to  the  north 
dwelt  the  upper  and  lower  Algonquins,  or  Montagnais  ; 
west  of  Montreal  and  north  of  the  great  Lakes  were  loca- 
ted the  Outawacks  or  Ottawas,  and  the  Hurons ,  whilst 
the  Iroquois,  or  confederated  Five  Nations,  occupied  the 
country  from  Lake  Erie  on  the  west  to  Lake  Cham  plain 
on  the  east,  and  from  the  head  waters  of  the  Susquehan- 
nah  and  the  Delaware  on  the  south  to  the  St.  Lawrence 
on  the  north. 

Such  a  field  could  not  but  afford  abundant  material  to 
the  reflecting  mind  and  observant  eye.  New  men  and  an 
unknown  country  ;  new  languages  and  strange  manners ; 
all  were  to  be  studied,  analysed,  explored  and  noted 
down,  and  every  favorable  circumstance  and  event  were, 
at  the  same  time,  to  be  taken  advantage  of,  to  wean  the 
wild  inhabitants  from  their  wandering  ways,  and  draw 
them  insensibly  to  the  practices  of  civilized  life. 
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Fortunately  the  early  Jesuit  missionaries  were  men  of 
learning  and  observation.  They  felt  deeply  the  import- 
ance of  their  position,  and  whilst  acquitting  themselves  of 
the  duties  of  their  calling,  carefully  recorded  whatever 
they  saw  novel  in  the  country  or  in  its  inhabitants.  We 
are  thus  made  acquainted  with  the  actual  condition  of  the 
aborigines,  and  enabled  to  trace  distinctly  the  causes 
which  led  to  their  gradual  though  natural  disappearance 
from  this  continent. 

The  establishment  of  new  missions  necessarily  led  to 
the  exploration  of  the  surrounding  country.     In  this  man- 
ner the  Jesuits  became  the  first  discoverers  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  interior  of  this  continent.     They  were  the  first 
Europeans  who  reached  the  Atlantic  shores  of  the  State 
of  Maine,  from  the  St.  Lawrence  by  way  of  the  Kennebec. 
They,  it  was,  who  thoroughly  explored  the  Saguenay ; 
discovered  Lake  St.  John,  and  led  the  way  overland  from 
Quebec  to  Hudson's  Bay.     It  is  to  one  of  them  we  owe 
the  discovery  of  the  rich  and  inexhaustible  Salt  Springs 
Of  Onondaga,  an  event  so  unexpected  by  the  Dutch  of 
New  Amsterdam,  that  they  pronounced  it  "  a  Jesuit  lie," 
when  informed  of  the  fact  by  Father  Le  Moyne.     Within 
seven  years  of  their  second  arrival  in  Canada,  they  had 
completed  the  examination  of  the  country  from  Lake  Su- 
perior to  the  Gulf,  and  founded  several  villages  of  Chris- 
tian Neophytes,   on    the   borders   of  the    Upper   Lakes. 
Whilst  the  intercourse  of  the  Dutch  was  }^et  confined  to 
the  Indians  in    the   vicinity  of  Fort  Orange,  and   "five 
years  before    Elliot  of  New  England  had  addressed  a 
single  word  to  the  Indians  within  six  miles  of  Boston  har- 
bor, the  French  missionaries  planted  the  cross  at  Sault 
St.  Marie,"  whence  they  looked  down  on  the  Sioux  coun- 
try and  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.      The  vast  and  un- 
known West  now  opened  its  prairies  before  them ;    the 
Wisconsin  and  Fox  Rivers  are  discovered ;   the   Illinois 
country  and  its  various  tribes  are  visited,  and  finally,  in 
1673,  the  Jesuit  Marquette  crowned  the  labors  of  his  order 
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and  his  age,  by  the  discovery  of  the  Father  of  Waters — 
the  mighty  Mississippi. 

Brilliant  as  were  the  benefits  conferred  on  the  cause  of 
geographical  science  by  these  humble  men,  the  patience 
they  exhibited  under  suffering  and  torture,  whilst  laboring 
to  christianise  the  Indians,  must  arrest  our  admiration,  as 
it  confers  on  them  more  enduring  glory.  In  the  invention 
of  new  cruelties  the  savage  seems  to  have  exhausted  all 
his  ingenuity.  The  Mohawk  was  preeminent  among  his 
fellows  in  this  field,  and  his  country  is  accordingly  dis- 
tinguished in  Catholic  annals,  as  "  the  Mission  of  the 
Martyrs." 

Whilst  preaching  the  gospel,  and  exploring  the  country, 
the  Jesuit  Fathers  did  not  overlook  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding the  means  of  education  for  the  rising  youth. 
Harvard  College,  which  now  fills  so  large  a  space  in  the 
public  eye,  had  not  yet  been  founded  when  Rene  de 
Rohaut,  a  Jesuit  priest,  commenced  the  erection  of  a 
college  in  Quebec.  To  the  great  and  abiding  disgrace 
of  the  English  government,  this  ancient  and  venerable 
building  has  been  converted  by  it  into  a  soldiers'  barrack  ! 

The  object  of  this  paper  is,  however,  less  to  describe 
the  labors  of  those  missionaries  than  to  render  their  An- 
nals more  familiar  to  the  historical  student.  These  are 
printed  in  forty  duodecimo,  or  small  octavo  volumes,  under 
the  title  of  "Relation  de  ce  qui  s'est  passe  en  la  Nouvelle 
France  es  annecs  .«.*.."  Sometimes  the  title  runs : — 
"  Relation  de  ce  qui  s'est  passe  de  plus  remarquable  aux  Mis- 
sions des    Peres  de    la   Compagnie  de    Jesus    en  la    Nouvelle 

France,  es  annees "     They  extend  from  1632  to 

1672.  Of  their  merit,  Charlevoix  pronounces  the  follow- 
ing opinion: — •"  as  those  Fathers  were  scattered  among  all 
the  nations  with  which  the  French  were  in  relation ;  and 
as  their  missions  obliged  them  to  enter  into  the  affairs  of 
the  Colony,  their  memoirs  may  be  said  to  embrace  an 
elaborate  history  thereof.  There  is  no  other  source  to 
which  we  can  apply  for  instruction  as  to  the  progress  of 
vol.  v.  14 
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Religion  among  the  Savages,  or  for  a  knowledge  of  these 
people,  all  of  whose  languages  they  spoke.  The  style  of 
these  relations  is  extremely  simple;  but  this  simplicity 
itself  has  not  contributed  less  to  give  them  a  great  celeb- 
rity, than  the  curious  and  edifying  matter  they  contain."* 
No  historian  can  enter  fully  into  an  investigation  of  the 
circumstances  attendant  on  the  first  settlement  of  this 
country,  without  being  conversant  with  them,  and  those 
who  pretend  to  acquit  themselves  of  such  a  task  without 
previously  studying  these  works,  afford  only  a  proof  of 
their  unfitness  for  the  duty. 

In  proportion  to  their  great  value  is  at  the  same  time 
their  great  scarcity.  A  complete  sett  is  not  now  to  be 
found  even  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris. t  Southey,  at 
his  death,  owned  twenty-three  volumes,  (1637-1671,) 
less  volume  eleven.  Bohn  purchased  this  lot  for  seven 
pounds,  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling.  Rodd, 
I  am  told,  is  of  opinion  that  some  of  the  volumes  have  been 
suppressed,  as  the  information  they  contained  did  not 
accord  with  that  transmitted  to  the  government  by  mili- 
tary or  other  officers.  This  opinion  is,  however,  not 
substantiated  by  any  evidence. 

The  order  in  Canada,  as  in  other  countries,  had  for  its 
head  a  Superior  to  whom  the  Missionaries  at  out-posts 
regularly  reported.  The  Superior  reported  annually  to 
his  Provincial,  and  these  reports  constitute  the  Jesuit 
Relations.  The  following  persons  filled  the  office  of 
Superior  from  1626  to  1673  : 

Father  Philibert  Noyrot,  1626 — 1629. 

"        Paul  Le  Jeune,  1633 — 1639. 

11        Barthelemy  Vimont,     1639 — 1645. 

"        Jerome  Lallemant,       1645 — 1650. 

"        Paul  Ragueneau,  1650 — 1653. 

11        Joseph  Le  Mercier,       1653 — 1656. 

"        Jean  de  Quien,  1656 — 1659. 

*  Histoire  de  la  Nouv.  France,  ii.,  xlviii.       t  Faribault,  Catalogue  Raisonnce. 
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Father  Jerome  Lallemant,       1659 — 
"        Joseph  Le  Mercier,      1664 — 1670. 
J.  Claude  Dablon,         1670—1673. 

Father  Noyrot  was  drowned  off  the  coast  of  Acadie,  in 
1629 ;  and  the  following  notes,  though  not  as  full  as  I 
should  wish,  furnish  information  regarding  the  lives  and 
career  of  the  other  Superiors,  which  possibly  may  be 
interesting : 

Paul  Le  Jeune,  who  may  be  considered  as  the  Father 
of  the  Jesuit  Missions  in  Canada,  though  not  the  earliest 
Jesuit  Missionary,  was  born  in  the  year  1592.  He  studied 
Philosophy,  in  1625,  at  the  College  of  La  Fleche,  and 
Theology  at  Paris ;  and  made  such  rapid  advance  in 
learning  that  he  was  soon  after  chosen  Superior  of  the 
Seminary  of  Dieppe.  He  had,  from  an  early  period, 
entertained  the  desire  to  be  sent  to  Canada  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  the  Savages,  but  it  was  not  until  1632,  that  his 
wish  was  gratified.  On  the  14th  May  of  that  year,  imme- 
diately after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Germain, 
he  sailed  with  Father  Noue  from  Honfleur,  and  arrived  at 
Quebec  on  the  4th  July  following.  He  passed  his  first 
winter  among  the  Savages,  in  whose  privations  and  wants 
he  patiently  participated,  and  soon  succeeded  in  acquiring 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  their  language,  which  enabled 
him  to  compose  in  the  Indian  tongue,  a  catechism  for  his 
neophytes.  In  1634,  he  established  a  mission  at  Metabe- 
routse,  now  called  Three  Rivers,  and  preached  in  1635 
Champlain's  funeral  oration.  He  acted  as  Superior  of  his 
order  in  Canada  until  1639,  and  continued  a  laborer 
among  the  Indians  until  1650,  when  he  returned  to  France, 
where  he  became  Superintendent  of  Foreign  Missions. 
So  highly  respected  was  he  by  those  in  authority,  on 
account  of  the  solidity  of  his  learning  and  the  purity  of  his 
character,  that  Anne  of  Austria,  the  Queen  Mother,  ex* 
pressed  a  warm  desire  that  he  should  be  chosen  first 
Bishop  of  the  country  in  which  he  had  been  seventeen 
years  a  missionary.      The  rules  of  his  order,   however, 
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forbade  this,  and  he  died  in  France  in  the  year  16G4,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  He  contributed  nine  vol- 
umes of  Relations. 

Barthelemy  Vimont,  fellow  student  with  Le  Jeune 
at  La  Fleche  and  Paris,  expressed  equally  early  a  strong 
desire  for  the  Indian  Missions,  but  it  was  not  until  1629 
that  he  was  able  to  leave  France  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  his  wishes.  The  vessel  in  which  he  sailed  for  Canada 
made,  in  its  voyage,  a  descent  on  Cape  Breton,  for  the 
purpose  of  expelling  the  English  from  that  quarter,  and 
having  succeeded,  left  Father  Vimont  with  a  garrison 
there.  He  did  not  arrive  at  Quebec  until  1639,  on  the 
4th  of  May  of  which  year  he  sailed  from  Dieppe,  accom- 
panied by  several  missionaries  and  religious  ladies.  His 
passage  was  stormy  and  dangerous,  the  ship  in  which  he 
had  embarked,  having  only  narrowly  escaped  being 
crushed  by  an  iceberg.  He  landed  in  Quebec  the  follow- 
ing August,  and  succeeded  Le  Jeune  as  Superior  of  the 
order  in  Canada.  Whilst  filling  this  office,  he  assisted 
(1644)  at  making  a  treaty  with  the  Five  Nations  at  Three 
Rivers,  on  which  occasion  he  gave  the  savages  a  most 
sumptuous  entertainment.  Shortly  afterwards,  he  returned 
to  France  to  obtain  an  additional  supply  of  missionaries 
and  religious  ladies,  with  whom  he  sailed  from  Rochelle 
on  27th  May,  1648,  and  arrived  in  Canada  19th  August. 
He  acted  as  Superior  from  1639  to  1645,  and  whilst 
occupying  that  position  furnished  six  volumes  of  Relations. 
He  is  stated  to  have  died  in  June,  165S,  but  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  statement  I  have  no  means  of  judging. 

Jerome  Lallemant,  brother  of  Charles  Lallemant, 
one  of  the  first  missionaries  sent  to  Canada  in  1625,  and 
uncle  of  Rev.  Gabriel  Lallemant,  who  suffered  martyrdom 
with  Brebceuf,  was  born  in  Paris  in  the  year  1593,  and 
entered  the  Order  in  1610.  After  having  been  professor 
many  years  and  rector  of  several  colleges,  he  went  as  a 
missionary  to  the  Hurons  in  1640,  and  remained  with  that 
tribe  until  1645,  when  he  succeeded  Vimont  as  Superior. 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY.  147 

Whilst  he  held  that  important  office,  he  took  more  than 
ordinary  pains  to  establish  the  Faith  among  the  Five 
Nations.  He  was,  however,  obliged  to  return  to  Europe 
in  1650,  to  represent  the  state  of  the  missions  to  the  com- 
pany, and  then  was  appointed  Rector  of  the  College  of 
La  Fleche.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  this  position.  He 
thirsted  after  the  fields  of  his  former  labors  and  prayed  to 
be  allowed  to  return  to  his  converts.  He  obtained  this 
permission,  at  length,  in  1659,  when  he  proceeded,  in 
company  with  the  Bishop  of  Petree,  a  second  time  to 
Canada,  where  he  became  again  Superior  of  his  Order. 
He  died  eventually  in  that  country  on  26th  January,  1673, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  leaving  behind  him  a  high 
character  as  a  sound  and  able  theologian.  With  all  his 
endowments  and  learning,  he  was  a  man  of  simple 
habits,  and  always  preferred  instructing  children  and 
young  converts  in  the  Christian  doctrine.*  He  contributed 
seven  Relations,  besides  five  from  the  Huron  country. 
He  was  author,  also,  of  several  religious  works,  some 
copies  of  which,  it  is  said,  are  in  this  country. 

Paul  Ragueneau,  who  succeeded  Lallemant  as  Su- 
perior of  the  Jesuits  in  Canada,!  was  born  in  Paris  in  the 
year  1605.  Having  been  sent  to  the  College  of  Bourges 
to  teach  in  one  of  the  lower  schools,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  of  completing  his  studies  there  under  the  direction 
of  Father  Louis  Lallemant,  who  had  the  character  of 
being  the  best  master  that  the  Society  in  France  then 
possessed.  His  progress  now  in  devout  science  is  stated 
to  have  been  incredible,  and  having  been  elevated  to  the 


*  Menologie  de  la  Compe.  de  Jesus.  Paris,  1844.  MS.  This  work  is  in 
St.  John's  College,  Fordham,  where  the  Fathers  were  kind  enough  to  permit  me 
to  consult  it.  In  a  list  of  the  Catholic  Clergy  of  Canada,  printed  by  authority  in 
Quebec,  the  date  of  Lallemam's  death  is  stated  20th  May,  1668.  This  is  an 
error. 

t  Charlevoix,  i.,  323,  says,  that  Le  Mercier  succeeded  Lallemant  as  Superior  ; 
but  Du  Creux,  who  followed  the  "  Relations  "  more  closely,  says,  the  latter  was 
succeeded  by  Ragueneau. 

14* 
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priesthood,  he  at  once  entreated  his  Superiors  to  send  him 
on  the  Indian  Mission.     His  wishes  were  complied  with, 
and  he  proceeded  to  the  Huron  country  in  July,  1G37. 
Three    3^ears  afterwards,    he  was  sent  by  Chevalier  de 
Montmagny  as  ambassador  to  the  Iroquois,  but  he  returned 
to  the  Hurons  in  1644,  5,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1650, 
when  he  conducted  the  remnant  of  that  once  numerous  tribe 
to  Quebec.    After  laboring  for  the  conversion  of  the  Hurons 
and  Iroquois  a  great  many  years,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  endured  a  large  share  of  the  fatigues   and  hardships 
inseparable    from    such   a  life,  he  returned  in    1666  to 
France,    where    he    was    appointed    Procurator   of    the 
Missions.     His  useful  and  meritorious  life  was  closed  at 
Paris,   on  the    3d    September,    16S0,   in  the  seventy-fifth 
year  of  his  age.     He  was  a  man  of  wonderful  confidence 
in   God,  and  of  the  most  complete  disengagement  from 
temporal  things.     Of  his  merits  as  a  Missionary,  two  of 
his  fellow  laborers,  Fathers  Joseph  Poncet  and  Francis 
Le  Mercier,  attest,  that  there  was  none  who  labored  more 
in  the  cause  of  Christianity  in  Canada,  or  who  had  better 
title  to  the  name  of  Apostle  than  Father  Ragueneau.* 
Charlevoix  bears   similar  testimony  to   the  usefulness   of 
his  labors,  as  well  as  to  his  experience  in  the  direction 
of  the  Missions.     As  an  author,  he  has  left  a  "Life  of  La 
Mere  Catharine  de  St.  Augustin,"  which,  however,  did 
not  meet  with  universal  approbation.     We  have  from  his 
pen    four    Relations   and    an   interesting    sketch    of    the 
life  and  labors  of  Father 

Jean  de  Brebo:uf.  This  celebrated  martyr  was  born 
in  the  diocese  of  Baycux,  in  Normamty,  on  the  25th 
March,  1593,  of  a  noble  family,  of  which  the  house   of 


*  "  Menologio  di  pie  memorie  di  alcuni  religiosi  della  Compagnia  di  Gesu, 

raccolte  dal   P.   Giuseppe   A.  Patrignani,   S.  J dall*  anno   1538, 

all'  anno  1728  .  .  ,  Vol.  TV.  4-o.  Vcnezia,  1730."  For  the  translation 
of  the  sketch  of  Raguenoau's  life  in  this  work,  I  am  indebted  to  the  politeness  of 
ihe  Rev.  James  A.  Ward,  S.  J.,  Vice  President  of  Georgetown  College. 
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Arundel  in   England   is   said  to  be   a  branch.*      Early 
inclined  to  a  religious  life,  he  entered  the  Company  on 
the  5th  October,  1617,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  Countess 
of  Guercheville,  who  took  an  active  interest  in  the  Jesuit 
Missions,  was  sent  to  Canada  in  1625  by  the  Rev.  Father 
Colon,  then  General  of  the  Order  in  France.     He  was  thus 
one   of  the   original   five   who  went  out  that  year  with 
Champlain.    After  passing  the  following  winter  among  the 
Montagnais,  he  was  sent  in  1626  by  Father  Philibert  Noy- 
rot,  his  Superior,  to  the  Hurons,  to  which  tribe  he  was  the 
first  Jesuit  Missionary.     His  labors  were  interrupted  in  a 
few  years  by  the  surrender  of  the  country  to  the  English, 
under  Kirk.     During  his   sojourn   among  these  Indians, 
he  succeeded,  however,  in  acquiring  so  thorough  a  know- 
ledge of  the   Huron  tongue,  that   he  translated  into   that 
language  Father  Ledesma's  Abridgment  of  the  Christian 
Doctrine,  which  was  subsequently  printed  by  Champlain 
at  the  end  of  his  voyages  in  1632,  with  the  French  on  one 
side.     After  the  restoration  of  Canada,  Brebceuf  returned 
to  that  country,  Anno  1633,  and  proceeded  to  the  scene 
of  his  former  labors  in  1634,  where  the  Indians  gave  him 
the  name  of  Echom.     Two  years  afterwards,  he  wrote  his 
Treatise  on  the  Huron  Language,  which  has  since   been 
translated  by  the  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  and  published  in 
the  second  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  ;  and,  in  1643,  announced  the  Gospel 
to  the  Neutral  Indians,  in  company  with  Father  Chamonot. 
A  life  of  so  much  usefulness  was  too  soon  cut  short.     A 
party  of  Iroquois  attacked  the  Huron  Village  where  Bre- 
bceuf   and    Gabriel   Lallemant,    called    by    the    Hurons 
Atironta,  resided  ;  seized   these  Fathers,  and  put  them  to 
death,  under  most  appalling  torments,   Brebceuf  on  16th 
and   Lallemant  on   17th   March,    1649.     Singular  to  say, 
one  of  the  principal  butchers,  a  Mohawk  chief,  named  la 
Cendre  Chaude,  or    "  Hot  Ashes,"  embraced  Christianity 

*  Bipg.  Universelle,  Verbo. 
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afterwards,  and  evinced  great  zeal  in  atoning  for  his  crime, 
and  few  missionaries  made  more  converts  than  he  among 
the  savages.  He  was  subsequently  killed  in  1687,  in  the 
Seneca  Country  fighting  along  side  the  French  under 
Denonville  against  the  Five  Nations.  Brebceuf  was  in  his 
fifty-sixth  year  when  he  received  the  crown  of  martyrdom, 
and  is  said  to  have  converted  over  seven  thousand  souls 
during  the  fifteen  years  that  he  was  on  the  Mission.  Two 
Huron  Relations  are  all  that  appear  from  his  pen.  His 
nephew,  Guillaume  de  Brebceuf,  is  known  in  the  field  of 
letters  as  the  translator  of  Lucan's  Pharsalia,  and  the 
author  of  various  other  works. 

Francois  Joseph  Le  Mercier,  came  to  Canada  in 
1635,*  and  proceeded  immediately  to  the  Huron  Country, 
where  he  was  known  by  the  name  of  Agochiendaguete. 
He  spent  three  years  with  this  tribe,  and  succeeded  Ra- 
gueneau  as  Superior  in  1653.  Being  anxious  to  establish 
the  faith  at  Onondaga,  he  resigned  this  office  before  his 
three  years  had  expired,  and  accompanied  Capt.  Dupuis 
and  his  colonists,  as  a  missionary  to  their  new  homes  at 
the  Salt  Springs.  The  materials  within  my  reach  for  a 
biographical  sketch  of  this  father  are  unfortunately  very 
few.  He  became  Superior  again  in  1664,  and  seems  to 
have  filled  that  office  until  1670.  The  volumes  of  Re- 
lations which  he  contributed,  are  particularly  interesting 
for  the  information  they  give  of  the  western  country. 
They  contain,  perhaps,  the  earliest  notice  extant  of  the 
copper  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  which  attract  now  so 
much  of  the  public  attention. 

Jean  de  Quien  (or  de  Quesne)  accompanied  Le  Mer- 
cier to  Canada  in  1635,  and  was  principally  employed  at 
the  Tadoussac  mission.     Being  desirous  to  carry  the  gos- 


*  In  the  list  of  the  Catholic  Clergy  in  Canada,  already  referred  to,  the  date  of 
his  arrival  is  stated  to  be  1650,  but  this  is  a  mistake.  There  are  several  other 
errors  in  the  dates  given  in  that  list,  which  render  it  unreliable  for  the  purposes 
of  this  sketch. 
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pel  further  north,  he  proceeded  up  the  Saguenay  and  dis- 
covered in  1652  Lake  Pagouami,  now  called  Lake  St. 
John.  He  became  Superior,  on  Le  Mercier's  resignation, 
in  1656,  and  sent  some  missionaries  to  the  Ottawas,  who 
were  attacked  by  the  Iroquois  whilst  passing  through  the 
Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains,  on  which  occasion  Father 
Louis  Garreau  of  Limoges  was  killed.  De  Quien  has 
left  us  but  one  Relation ;  this,  however,  contains  very 
valuable  details  on  the  settlement  of  the  French  at  Onon- 
daga.    He  is  stated  to  have  died  on  17th  Sept.  1659. 

J.  Claude  Dablon  arrived  in  Canada  in  1655,  and 
was  selected  immediately  to  visit  Onondaga.  He  re- 
turned to  Quebec  the  following  year  for  additional  aid, 
and  though  he  had  experienced  great  suffering  in  his 
voyage  down  the  river,  he  accompanied  Father  Le  Mer- 
cier  and  Capt.  Dupuis  to  the  Salt  Springs.  Owing  to  the 
conspiracy  of  the  Indians  this  settlement  did  not  take  root, 
and  Dablon  again  returned  to  Quebec.  In  1661,  he 
attempted  in  company  with  Father  Dreuillettes,  to  pene- 
trate to  the  Hudson's  Bay,  overland  from  the  Saguenay. 
But  the  approach  of  the  Iroquois  prevented  him  getting 
any  further  than  the  head  waters  of  the  Nekouba,  100 
leagues  distant  from  Lake  St.  John.  In  1668,  he  was 
stationed  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  with  Father  Marquette,  and 
in  1671,  whilst  the  latter  was  engaged  in  the  discovery 
of  the  Mississippi,  he  explored  that  part  of  Wisconsin, 
which  lies  south  of  "La  Grande  Baie"  (now,  by  misap- 
plication of  the  French  term,  called  Green  Bay);  ascend- 
ed the  Fox  river  to  Lake  Winnebago,  and  preached 
among  the  Pottawatomies  and  neighboring  tribes.  He 
was  recalled  to  Quebec  in  1672,  3,  and  is  stated  to  have 
died  on  the  9th  February  1680.  The  last  two  volumes  of 
the  Relations  were  sent  to  Europe  by  him.  They  are  of 
more  than  ordinary  value  on  account  of  the  geographical 
information  they  contain  relative  to  the  country  north  of 
Quebec  and  west  of  the  Great  Lakes. 

The  contents  of  the  volumes  thus  furnished  by  these 
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missionaries  are,  as  may  be  anticipated,  most  varied. 
Those  who  have  not  the  work,  may  form  some  opinion  of 
its  contents,  from  the  following 

CATALOGUE  RAISONNEE. 

1632.  Le  Jeune.  (Le  Pere  Paul.)     Brieve  Relation  du  Voyage  de  la  Nouvelle 
France, fait  au  mois  d'Avril  dernier:  Paris,  1632. 

This,  says  Charlevoix,  is  the  first  of  the  Relations.  The  English  under  Kirk 
had  taken  possession  of  Canada  in  1629  and  restored  it  this  year,  when  Le  Jeune 
went  to  that  country,  whence  he  remitted  the  materials  for  this  volume.  It 
contains  many  interesting  details  relating  to  New  France,  and  the  Indiana 
whom  the  writer  saw  for  the  first  time.  There  is  a  copy  of  this  letter  in  the 
Mercure  Francois  for  1633. 

1633.  (The  same.)  Relation  de  ce  qui  s'est  passe  en  la  Nouvelle  France  :  Paris, 
1634,  pp.  216. 

This  letter,  which  is  printed  also  in  the  Mercure  Frangais  of  1633,  enters 
into  many  particulars  concerning  the  Canada  Indians,  and  gives  the  impressions 
made  on  the  minds  of  the  savages  on  first  beholding  Europeans  and  their  ships. 
In  the  same  volume  of  the  Mercure  is  an  account  of  Champlain's  Voyage  to  Cana- 
da, to  receive  possession  of  that  country  from  the  English. 

1634.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $>c. :  Paris,  1635,  pp.  342. 

Several  particulars  of  Champlain's  domestic  habits  are  given  in  this  volume 
which  also  treats  of  the  labors  of  the  first  missionaries  ;  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  Algonquins-Montagnais  ;  their  vices  and  virtues  ;  food  ;  festivals ;  hunting  ; 
fishing  ;  clothing,  ornaments,  &c.  The  9th  Chap,  is  devoted  to  the  language  of 
the  aborigines.  This  Relation  concludes  with  Le  Jeune's  Journal  commencing 
Aug.  1633,  and  ending  April  1634,  during  which  interval  he  wintered  among  the 
savages. 

1635.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1636.  pp.  246. 

After  giving  some  account  of  the  progress  of  the  Faith,  and  shewing  the  advan- 
tages Old  and  New  France  would  derive  from  emigration,  this  volume  furnishes 
a  Relation  of  the  transactions  in  the  Huron  country,  from  the  pen  of  Pere  Jean  de 
Breboeuf;  and  some  particulars  of  Cape  Breton  and  its  inhabitants,  by  Pere  Ju- 
lien  Perrault. 

1636.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1637,  pp.  272  and  223. 

In  addition  to  the  information  regarding  the  efforts  of  the  Jesuits  to  Chris- 
tianise the  Indians,  we  have,  here,  some  interesting  particulars  on  the  death  of 
Champlain  ;  on  the  state  of  the  country,  and  useful  information  for  those  design- 
ing to  emigrate.  We  have,  also,  another  Relation  f'om  Breboeuf  from  the  Huron 
country,  (the  4th  Chap.)  which  is  a  treatise  on  the  Huron  tongue  already  referred 
to.  The  Huron's  ideas  of  the  creation  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul ;  his  su- 
perstitions, police,  government,  mode  of  burying,  and  the  festivals  of  the  living 
and  of  the  dead  are  also  minutely  described. 

1637.  (The  same.)  Relation,  <$-c:  Rouen,  1638,  pp.  336  and  256. 

This  volume  consists  of  two  parts.  The  first  relates  to  the  aid  furnished  by  Old, 
to  New  France;  to  the  progress  of  the  Missions,  and  contains  some  information 
regarding  the  Huron  Seminary  which  the  Jesuits  established   near   Quebec  for 
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the  instruction  of  the  savage  youth.     The  second  part  relates  exclusively  to  the 
Huron  Mission,  and  is  contributed  by  Pere  Frs.  Jos.  Le  Mercier,  missionary 
among  that  tribe. 
1638.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c:  Paris,  1G3S, pp.  78  and  67. 

The  first  part  of  this  volume  describes  the  means  used  to  spread  the  gospel 
among  the  Indians  ;  it  contains  further  particulars  about  the  Huron  Seminary  and 
the  ultimate  failure  of  that  attempt  to  educate  the  young  savages.  Le  Mercier 
continues  his  Relation  of  the  Huron  Missions  in  the  last  part,  in  which  he  gives 
some  account  of  the  persecutions  which  the  Jesuits  underwent  in  that  country. 
We  have  also  particulars  of  the  Lunar  Eclipse  which  occurred  in  Canada  on 
the  last  of  Dec.  1637. 
1639,40.  Vimont  (Le  Pere  Barthelemy.)    Relation,  fyc. :  Paris,  1641, pp.  197 

and  196. 

The  first  portion  is  taken  up  with  a  description  of  the  state  of  the  colony  and 
of  the  missions.  Part  2,  which  relates  to  the  Hurons  and  the  continued  perse- 
cution of  the  Jesuits  by  that  tribe,  is  contributed  by  Pere  Jer.  Lallemant.  The 
paging  191,  192,  of  this  part  is  repeated  twice,  so  that  it  contains  actually  pp. 
198  instead  of  196. 
1640,  41.  (The.  same.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1642,  pp.  216  and  104. 

Part  1.  is  taken  up  with  particulars  relating  to  the  religious  establishments  in 
Canada  and  other  missionary  intelligence.  It  contains  also  some  account  of  the 
incursions  of  the  Iroquois  into  the  French  country  ;  of  the  progress  of  the  war 
and  of  negotiations  of  peace  with  the  Five  Nations,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
mission  at  Tadoussac.  Part  2.  is  a  continuation  by  Pere  Jerome  Lallemant, 
of  the  relation  of  the  Huron  Mission,  and  describes  the  extension  of  the  mission 
among  the  more  western  tribes.  There  is  a  mistake  in  the  Index  of  this  part ; 
for  in  the  body  of  the  work  Chap.  6  and  7  form  only  one  chapter,  and  Chap.  7  is 
numbered  Chap.  8. 
1642.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1643,  pp.  191  and  190. 

This  volume  contains  an  account  of  the  state  of  the  country  in  1642  ;  the  found- 
ing of  Montreal ;  capture  of  Pere  Jogues  by  the  Mohawks,  and  particulars  of  a 
Lunar  Eclipse  which  occurred  on  4th  April,  1642.  The  Huron  Relation  is  con- 
tinued in  the  last  part  by  Pere  Jerome  Lallemant. 

1642,  43.  (The  same.)  Relation,  fyc. :  Paris,  1644, pp.  329. 

We  have  in  this  vol.  a  letter  in  the  Algonquin  tongue  from  a  young  Neo- 
phyte with  an  interlineary  translation  of  each  word,  an  account  of  the  founda- 
tion of  Sillery  and  further  particulars  of  the  mission  at  Tadoussac.  Also,  Pere 
Jogues'  letter  from  the  Mohawk  country  to  the  Gov.  of  Canada,  dated  30  June, 
1643  ;  another  from  the  same,  dated  Rensselaerwyck  30  Aug.  1643,  and  three 
others,  written  by  the  same,  on  his  return  to  France  in  1644,  all  descriptive  of 
his  capture,  sufferings  and  final  escape  from  the  savages  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  the  Dutch. 

1643,  44.  (The  same.)  Relation,  fipc. .-  Paris,  1645,  pp.  256  and  147. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  particulars  as  to  the  propagation  of  the  Faith,  we 
have,  here,  an  account  of  the  capture  and  sufferings  of  Pere  Bressani  at  the  hands 
of  the  Mohawks  and  his  release  by  the  Dutch.  Pere  Lallemant  contributes  an 
account  of  the  war  waged  by  the  Five  Nations  against  the  Hurons.  The  last 
page  of  this  Relation  is  printed  incorrectly  174  instead  of  147. 
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1644,45.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c:  Paris,  1646,  pp.  183. 

The  first  six  chapters  are  on  the  missions  ;  then  follow  divers  particulars  of 
the  incursions  of  the  Five  Nations  into  Canada,  and  the  consequent  negotiations 
for  peace.     This  volume  concludes  with  a  letter  from  Pere  Lallemant,  from  the 
Huron  country. 
1645,  46.  Lallemant  (P.  Jerome.)  Relation,  fyc. :  Paris,  1647,  pp.  184  $  128. 

Describes  who  the  Iroquois  are  ;  their  further  negotiations  with  the  French 
and  the  commencement  of  the  Jesuit  missions  in  their  country,  It  contains, 
also,  the  journal  of  Pere  Jogues'  2d  and  3d  visits  to  the  Mohawk  territory,  (now 
called  "  The  Mission  of  the  Martyrs,")  from  which  it  appears  that  the  Iroquois 
name  for  the  Hudson  River  was  Oiogue ;  and  for  Lake  George,  Andiatorocti , 
which  means  "  the  place  where  the  Lake  narrows"  "  (La.  oil  le  Lac  se  ferme") ; 
and  that  the  latter  was  first  called  Lac  du  Saint  Sacrement  by  Jogues  in  conse- 
quence of  his  coming  to  it  on  the  festival  of  Corpus  Christi.  Pere  Ragueneau 
closes  this  volume  with  a  Huron  Relation. 
1647.  (The  same.)  Relation,  «jc. :  Paris,  1648,  pp.  216. 

Contains  further  particulars  of  Pere  Jogues'  sojourn  among  the  Mohawks  and 
his  escape  in  1643  ;  his  2nd  and  3d  missions  to  that  tribe  in  1646  and  his  melan- 
choly death.  Also  gives  an  account  of  the  Missions  among  the  Abenaquis  and 
other  tribes. 

1647,  48.  (The  same.)  Relations,  $c. :  Paris,  1649>  pp.  158  and  135. 

After  referring  to  some  further  occurrences  between  the  Iroquois  and  the 
French,  we  have  additional  particulars  of  the  labors  of  Pere  Gab.  Dreuillettes, 
the  Apostle  of  the  Abenaquis.  P.  Ragueneau  contributes  a  Huron  Relation, 
which  is  the  most  interesting  portion  of  the  volume,  as  it  furnishes  valuable  geo- 
graphical information  relating  to  the  Great  Lakes  (Superior,  Huron,  or  la  nzer 
douce;  Michigan,  or  Lac  Illinois;  Erie  and  Ontario,)  and  the  various  tribes 
which  inhabit  their  borders.  The  Five  Nations  are  located  with  much  precise- 
ness,  and  some  particulars  are  given  even  of  the  Delawares  and  the  colony  of 
New  Sweden,  where  the  Europeans  "  think  more  about  trading  for  peltries  than 
instructing  the  savages."  Altogether  this  volume  affords  evidence  of  habits  of  ob- 
servation and  attention  highly  honorable  to  the  order. 

1648,  49.  Ragueneau  (P.  Paul.)  Relation,  fyc.  aux  Hurons,  Pais  de  la  Nou- 
velle  France,  es  annees  1648,  1649  :  Lille,  1650,  pp.  121. 

The  edition  in  the  Harvard  Coll.  is  stated  to  have  been  printed  at  Lille,  and  to 
contain  pp.  121 ;  others  bear  the  imprint  of  Paris,  and  have  only  pp.  103. 
It  is  a  report  of  the  Huron  Missions  and  contains  an  account  of  the  horrible 
deaths  of  Fathers  Breboeuf  and  Gab.  Lallemant  at  the  hands  of  the  savages. 

1649,  50.  (The  same.)  Relation  aux  pais  plus  has  de  la  Nouvelle  France  de- 
puis  Veste  de  Vannee  1649  jusqucs  a  Vtsle  de  Vannee  1650:  Paris,  1651, 
pp.  187. 

This  vol.  is  signed  "  H.  Lallemant"  at  p.  187.     It  gives  an  account  (inter 
alia)  of  the  missions  among  the  Hurons  ;  of  the  murders  of  Peres  Gamier  and 
Noel  Chabanel ;  the  destruction  of  the  Hurons  by  the  Iroquois  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Huron  colony  near  Quebec. 
1650,51.  (The  same.)  Relation,  #c. :  Paris,  1652,  pp.  146. 

An  account  of  the  state  of  the  French  Settlements  in  Canada  and  the  millions 
generally  throughout  that  country. 
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1651,52.  (The  same.)  Relation,  #c. :  Paris,  1653,  pp.  200. 

This  relation  contains  an  account  of  the  death  of  Pere  Buteux ;  also  of  the 
Indian  missions  including  that  among  the  Abenaquis.  Chap.  9  is  on  the  war 
waged  by  the  Iroquois  against  the  French.  The  volume  concludes  with  a  Life 
of  La  Mere  Marie  de  St.  Joseph,  deceased,  written  by  La  Mere  Marie  de  l'ln- 
carnation,  Superior  of  the  Ursuline  Convent,  Quebec. 
1652,  53.  Le  Mercier  (Pere  Frs.)  Relation,  $c:  Paris,  1654,^.  184. 

Relates  the  occurrences  during  the  year  at  Montreal  and  Three  Rivers  ;  the 
capture  of  Pere   Poncet  by  the   Mohawks  ;  his  visit  to  Fort  Orange  ;   and  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  Iroquois. 
1653,54,  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1655,  pp.  176. 

Further  negotiations  between  the  Five  Nations  and  the  French  ;  journal  of 
Pere  Le  Moyne's  voyage  to  Onondaga  ;  treaty  of  peace  made  there  and  the  dis- 
covery of  the  Salt  Springs.  This  volume  contains,  besides,  a  letter  written  origi- 
nally on  a  piece  of  birch  bark,  by  the  Hurons  of  the  Island  of  Orleans,  in  their 
tongue  to  the  Fathers  at  Paris  (with  a  translation  appended.) 

1654,  55.  [I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  a  copy  of  the  Relation  for  this  year, 
in  any  collection,  either  in  Canada  or  this  country,  as  far  as  my  enquiries  have 
extended.] 

1655,  56.  Queen  (Pere  Jean  de).  Relation,  #c. :  Paris,  1657, pp.  168. 
Contains  P.  Le  Moyne's  journey  to  the  Mohawks,  and  the  establishment  of 

the  first  French  settlement  at  Onondaga  ;  the  origin  of  the  war  between  the 
Five  Nations,  and  the  Eries  or  Cat  Indians ;  arrival  of  a  delegation  of  Ou- 
taowacks  (Ottawas)  at  Quebec  ;  their  departure  and  the  murder  of  Pere  Garreau. 

1656,  57.  Le  Jeune  (P.  Paul.)  Relation,  $c:  Paris,  1658,  pp.  211. 
Ambassadors  from  the  Senecas  to  the  French,  murdered  by  the  Mohawks ; 

missionaries  sent  to  the  Senecas,  Sept.  1655.  Another  embassy  from  the  Sene- 
cas in  the  following  year  ;  and  the  establishment  of  missions  among  that,  and 
the  Cayuga  tribe  ;  journal  of  the  voyage  of  Capt.  Dupuis  and  the  Jesuits  in  1656, 
to  the  Onondagas,  and  the  taking  possession  of  that  country  by  the  French  ;  ac- 
count of  P.  Le  Moyne's  visit  to  the  Mohawks ;  boundaries  of  the  country  belong- 
ing to  the  Five  Nations ;  details  concerning  these  tribes ;  their  manners  and 
customs  and  the  progress  of  the  gospel  among  them. 

1657,  58.  Ragueneau  (P.  Paul.)  Relation,  $c:  Paris,  1659,  pp.  136. 

This  vol.  relates  the  abandonment  of  the  French  settlement  at  Onondaga  ;  and 
contains  a  letter  from  P.  Le  Moyne,  dated  N.  Netherland,  March  25,  1658  ;  it 
describes,  also,  the  several  routes  to  the  Mer  du  Nord,  or  Hudson's  bay,  and 
enumerates  various  Indian  tribes  recently  discovered. 

1658,  59.  [The  remark  made  on  the  vol.  of  1654,  5,  is  applicable  also  to  that 
for  1658,  59.] 

1659,  60.  [No  name.]  Relation,  ^c. :  Paris,  1661,  pp.  202. 

Describes  the  country  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  gives  a  census  of  each  tribe  ; 
also  an  account  of  discoveries  on  the  Saguenay  river,  Hudson's  bay,  and  the  final 
overthrow  of  the  Huron  nation. 

1660,  61.  Le  Jeune  (P.  Paul.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1662,  pp.  213. 
Renewal  of  the  war  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  French  ;  treaties  of  peace 

with,  and  re -establishment  of  the  missions  among,  the  Five  Nations  ;  new  mis. 
VOL.    V.  15 
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sion  among  the  Kilistenons  on  the  Hudson's  bay  ;  journal  of  the  first  visit  of  the 
French  to  that  quarter  and  the  dangers  of  the  road.  This  volume  contains,  in 
conclusion,  a  letter  from  P.  Le  Moyne  to  P.  Lallemant,  Superior  ;  two  letters 
written  on  bark,  from  the  Mohawk  country  to  Le  Moyne  at  Onondaga  ;  a  third 
on  cartridge  paper  ;  and  finally,  a  letter  from  Le  Moyne  to  his  mother,  and  another 
from  a  French  prisoner  among  the  Mohawks,  to  his  friend  at  Three  Rivers. 

1661,  62.  Lallemant  (P.  Jerome.)  Relation,  tf-c. :  Paris,  1663,  pp.  118. 
Continued  misunderstanding  with  the  Five  Nations  ;  Pere  Le  Moyne  winters 

among  the  Upper  Iroquois  (Senecas)  and  hi3  return  ;  release  of  18  French  cap- 
tives ;  and  several  murders  committed  by  the  Gaspe  savages  on  other  Indians. 

1662,  63.  (The  same.)  Relation,  fyc:  Paris,  1664,  pp.  169. 

Describes  certain  meteorological  phenomena  ;  the  great  earthquake  of  1663, 
and  the  solar  eclipse  of  1st  Sept.  of  that  year. 

1663,  64.  (The  same.)  Relation,  §c. :  Paris,  1665,  pp.  176. 

Treats  of  the  missions  among  the  Hurons,  Algonquins,  and  the  Five  Nations, 
and  the  war  between  the  Mohawks  and  the  Mohegans  and  Abenaquis.  It  gives 
an  account  also  of  an  embassy  which  the  Iroquois  sent  to  the  French  to  conclude 
a  peace,  being  alarmed  at  the  preparations  of  the  latter  against  them. 

1664,  65.  Le  Mercier  (P.  Frs.)  Relation,  $c:  Paris,  1666,  pp.  128.     {With 
a  map  of  the  Iroquois  country.) 

Administration  of  Marquis  de  Tracy  ;  his  negotiations  with  the  Iroquois  ;  de- 
scription of  their  country,  and  the  several  routes  leading  thither  ;  numerical 
strength  of  each  of  the  Five  Nations.  This  volume  contains  sundry  particulars 
regarding  the  comets  which  appeared  in  Canada,  in  1664,  65. 

1665,  66.  (The  same.)  Relation,  b>c. :  Paris,  1667,  pp.  47. 

There  is  only  one  copy  of  this  volume,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain, 
in  this  country.  Though  it  consists  but  of  three  chapters,  and  so  few  pages,  it 
contains  interesting  particulars  of  the  expeditions  undertaken  in  1666,  by  the 
French.  One  of  these  was  led  by  Courcelles,  in  January,  against  the  Oneidas 
and  Mohawks,  in  the  course  of  which  500  men  marched  on  snow-shoes,  from 
Quebec  to  Schenectady,  and  back — a  distance  of  300  leagues.  The  other  was 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  Tracy,  then  an  octogenarian  and  proceeded  in 
September  following  against  the  Mohawks.  Mention  is  made  in  the  table  of 
contents,  of  a  "  Lettre  de  la  Reverende  Mere  Superieure  des  Religieuses  Hos- 
pitaliercs  de  Xebec  en  la  Nouvelle  France  du  3  Octobre  1666,"  but  it  is  not 
printed  in  this  vol. 

1666,  67.   (The  same.)  Relation,  (fc.  :  Paris,  1668,  pp.  160. 

Details  Pere  Allouez'  mission  to  the  Outaowacks,  and  the  manners  and  customs 
of  that  tribe;  gives  nn  account  of  the  missions  among  the  Pottawatomies  and 
other  western  tribes,  and  the  reestablishment  of  the  missions  among  the  Five 
Nations  in  consequence  of  the  Fre  it  ion?  of  the  preceding  year.     This 

vol.  concludes  with  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mere  Superieure  des  Religieuses  Hos- 
pitalieres  de  Rebec  en  la  N.  F.  du  20  Octob.  1667,  pp.  14. 
1667,68.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1669,  pp.  219. 

After  a  resume'  of  the  advantages  derived  from  the  missions  among  the  Five 
Nations,  we  have,  in  this  volume  the  French  names  of  the  several  missionary  posts 
among  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  and  Senecas;  reference  is 
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also  made  in  it  to  the  drowning  of  Arent  Van  Curler  in  Lake  Champlain,  on  his 
way  to  visit  Gov.  de  Tracy.  In  conclusion,  it  contains  a  letter  from  Mons.  de 
Petre"e,  first  Bishop  of  Quebec,  on  the  state  of  the  Church,  and  an  account  of  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Mere  Catharine. 

1668,  69.  (No  name.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1670,  pp.  140. 

This  volume  gives  the  usual  annual  account  of  the  missions  among  the  Five 
Nations,  and  a  letter  from  Gov.  Lovelace  to  Father  Pierron,  dated  Fort  James  18th 
Nov.  1668,  in  reply  to  the  petition  of  the  Indians,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
trade  in  ardent  spirits  in  their  country. 

1669,  70.  Le  Mercier  (Pere  Frs.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1671,  pp.  318  fif  102. 
This  volume  is  in  three  parts.     The  two  first  treat  of  the  missions  among  the 

Five  Nations  ;  the  negotiations  to  terminate  the  difficulties  between  the  Algon- 
quins  of  Canada  and  the  Iroquois  ;  and  the  war  of  1669,  between  the  Mohawks 
and  the  Mohegans,  "  who  inhabit  the  coast  towards  Boston,  in  New  England." 
The  3d  part  is  an  account  of  the  missions  among  the  Outaowacks,  and  on  Lake 
Superior,  and  a  description  of  that  Lake  and  of  the  copper  mines  on  its  coast. 
It  contains  also  a  letter  from  Pere  Jacques  Marquette  on  the  Illinois,  the  Ke- 
noncks,  the  Kiskakoncks,  Kilistinaux,  and  other  western  tribes. 

1670,  71.  Dablon  (Pere  J.  C.  Claude.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1672,  pp.  189. 
Further  account  of  the  missions  in  Canada  and  among  the  Five  Nations  ;  pos- 
session is  taken  by  the  French,  in  the  name  of  their  king,  of  all  the  countries  on 
the  upper  Lakes,  comprehended  under  the  name  of  the  Outaowacks.  This  vol. 
concludes  with  additional  accounts  from  the  western  country. 

1671,72.  (The  same.)   Relation,  fife-  Paris,  1673,  pp.  264.     (With  a  map  of 

"  Lac  Superieur  et  autres  lieux  ou  sont  les  missions  de  Peres  de  la  compfi 

de  Jesus  comprises  sous  le  nom  d'Outaowacs") 

This  vol.  is  also  divided  into  3  parts  ;  the  first  of  which,  relates  the  arrival  of 
Count  Frontenac  in  Canada,  and  gives  an  account  of  the  Huron  and  Iroquois 
missions.  The  second,  those  of  the  Lower  Algonquins,  and  of  the  Hudson  bay, 
with  a  journal  of  an  overland  voyage  from  the  Saguenay  to  that  bay.  The  third 
part  contains  a  biographical  sketch  of  Mde.  de  la  Peltrie,  foundress  of  the  Ursu- 
line  Convent  at  Quebec,  also  an  account  of  the  death  of  La  Mere  de  lTncarna- 
tion,  Superior  of  that  establishment.  The  map  embraces  lakes  Superior,  Huron 
and  Illinois,  (now  lake  Michigan,)  and  is  republished  in  Bancroft's  U.  S.,  vol.  III. 

Though  considerable  efforts  have  been  made,  to  secure  a  complete  series  of 
these  books,  they  have  as  yet  been  unattended  with  success,  and  perhaps  no 
volumes  are  more  scattered  through  divers  libraries  than  these  Relations.  This 
circumstance  has  rendered  it  more  difficult  for  the  student  to  consult  them.  In 
the  hope  of  determining  what  volumes  are  accessible,  and  where  they  are,  I  have 
entered  into  an  extensive  correspondenee,  the  result  of  which  is  to  be  found  in 
the  following 
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TABLE 

Showing  what  volumes  of  the  Jesuit  Relations  are  in  this  country  and 

Canada,  and  where  the  same  are  to  be  found. 
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OF  THE 

NEW-YORK    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY 


PROSPECTUS 


With  a  view  to  diffuse  a  knowledge  of  its  proceedings  and  keep  alive  an  interest 
in  its  welfare,  the  New  York  Historical  Society  have  provided  for  the  publication 
(except  during  the  summer  recess)  of  a  Monthly  Bulletin  or  Report  of  its  pro- 
ceedings ;  to  contain  : 

1.  A  succinct,  well  digested  Report  of  the  business  proceedings  of  the  Society. 

2.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  or  Communications  from  the  several  Officers 
of  the  Society. 

3.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  of  the  Executive  and  other  Committf.is  of  the 
Society. 

4.  Abstracts  of  Papers  read  before  the  Society. 

5.  A  condensed  Report  of  oral  addresses  made,  and  discussions  had,  upon  inte- 
resting topics,  before  the  Society. 

The  undersigned,  believing  that  such  a  publication  will  possess  an  interest  for 
every  resident  and  corresponding  member  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  for  others  who 
take  an  interest  in  Historical  investigations,  has  obtained  permission  to  print  such  a 
number  of  extra  copies  as  may  be  subscribed  for ;  which  he  proposes  to  do  on  the 
following 

CONDITIONS : 

The  work  will  commence  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Janu- 
ary, 1847.  It  will  be  handsomely  printed,  in  octavo,  on  fine  paper,  and  done  up  in 
a  neatcover.  Thenumberof  pages  to  be  issued  each  month,  will  of  course  depend 
on  the  amount  and  character  of  the  business  transacted  at  each  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  will  probably  vary  from  twelve  to  thirty-two  pages. 

Each  number  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  or  before  the  third  Saturday  of  each 
month  in  which  it  is  published.  It  will  be  delivered  to  those  subscribers  who 
reside  in  the  city,  at  their  residences,  and  forwarded  by  mail  to  others, 

At  ONE  DOLLAR  per  Annum,  payable  in  ADVANCE. 

WILLIAM  VAN  NORDEN, 

Printer,  33  William-street. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 


FORTY-THIRD  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING,  NOVEMBER  19,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice-President,  in 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Bradish  read  a  note  from  the  President  of  the 
society,  regretting  his  inability  to  attend  the  meeting. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  was 
dispensed  with. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following  can- 
didates, who  were  thereupon  elected  : 

CORRESPONDING    MEMBERS. 

Don  Antonio  Bachiller  y  Morales,  Havana. 

J.  B.  D.  DeBow,  New  Orleans. 

A.  Oakey  Hall,  " 

Rev.  Jared  Dewing,  Blauveltville,  N.  Y. 

Martin  Farquhar  Tupper,  London. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Robert  S.  Hone,  Henry  Gamage, 

Frederic  S.  Cozzens,  Richard  J.  Thorne, 

Edward  C.  Marshall,  Rev.  J.  A.  Spencer, 
vol.  v.             16 
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Maj.  T.  J.  Leslie,  U.  S.  A.      Charles  B.  Spicer, 
Seabury  Brewster,  John  P.  Ridner, 

Henry  H.  Raymond,  George  J.  Cornell, 

James  H.  Van  Alen. 

Several  nominations  were  made  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wetmore,  the  Society  then  adjourned 
to  the  Chapel  of  the  University,  when  the  Anniversary 
Discourse  was  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Benjamin  F. 
Butler. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  discourse,  Mr.  E.  C.  Benedict 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
the  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  for  his  very  able  and  inter- 
esting address,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
Society  a  copy  for  publication. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 


STATED  MEETING,  DECEMBER  75  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice-President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  two  meetings  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  follow- 
ing letters  received  by  him  since  his  last  report : 

1.  From  Professor  Giovanni  M.  Tosi,  dated  Ferrara, 
Italy,  October  8th,  1847,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a 
corresponding  member,  and  receipt  of  the  diploma  and 
the  "Proceedings  for  1846-47." 

2.  From  Professor  Joseph  Marie  Bozoli,  dated  Ferrara, 
October  8th,  1847,  to  the  same  effect. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  and 
read  the  following  letters: 

1.  From  N.  S.  Jarvis,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  dated 
at  Monterey,  Mexico,  October  25th,  acknowledging  his 
election  as  a  corresponding  member,  and  expressing  his 
readiness  to  promote  the  objects  and  interests  of  the 
society. 

2.  From  Mellen  Chamberlain,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  No- 
vember 1st,  to  the  same  effect. 

3.  From  Ira  M.  Barton,  Worcester,  Mass.,  November 
26th,  to  the  same  effect. 

4.  From  R.  McClelland,  Monroe,  Michigan,  November 
6th,  to  the  same  effect. 
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5.  From  Lieut.  M.  F.  Maury,  U.  S.  N.,  dated  at  the 
National  Observatory,  Washington,  Nov.  3d,  1847,  as 
follows : 

"  Sir,  I  duly  received  yours  of  the  6th  ult.,  notifying  me 
that  I  had  been  elected  a  corresponding  member  of  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  and  stating  the  object  of 
the  society. 

I  heartily  approve  of  the  object  the  society  has  in  view, 
and  am  honored  by  its  notice. 

I  have  delayed  to  acknowledge  the  compliment,  the 
more  highly  prized  because  so  little  deserved,  hoping  to 
meet  with  an  opportunity  of  sending,  for  the  use  of  the 
society,  a  pamphlet  and  chart,  relating  to  the  Gulf  Stream 
and  the  prevailing  winds  and  currents  of  the  North  Atlan- 
tic Ocean.  I  have,  however,  not  met  with  any  such 
opportunity,  and  now  send  them  by  Adams'  Express. 
I  suppose  they  will  reach  you  about  the  time  this  does. 

Permit  me  to  invite  with  a  few  words,  the  attention  of 
the  society  to  the  subject  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  to  the 
revolution,  which  in  consequence  of  our  knowledge  of  it, 
limited  as  it  is,  it  has  effected  in  the  course  of  trade. 

Up  to  the  time  when  Dr.  Franklin  made  known  his 
discovery  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  the  route  of  vessels  trading 
from  Europe  to  America,  was  generally  to  the  south. 
Not  knowing  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  vessels  attempting  the 
direct  route  from  England  to  New  York,  had  to  stem  its 
current  for  much  of  the  way.  The  consequence  was 
boisterous  weather  and  tedious  passages.  If  in  winter, 
after  making  the  land,  a  northwest  gale  was  encountered 
off  the  New  England  States,  or  the  capes  of  the  Dela- 
ware, the  vessel  instead  of  runni  tg  off  for  a  few  hours  to 
get  into  the  Gulf  Stream  and  thaw  herself  and  crew,  as 
she  now  does,  kept  away  for  Charleston,  or  the  West 
Indies,  where  she  would  spend  the  winter,  waiting  for  the 
spring  and  good  weather,  before  she  would  attempt  her 
northern  port  again.  The  average  passage  from  England 
to  Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  any  of  the  northern  ports 
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at  that  time,  was  upwards  of  sixty  days.  But  the  pas- 
sage to  and  from  Charleston,  where  there  was  no  Gulf 
Stream  in  the  way,  was  then  very  nearly  as  it  is  now. 
These  circumstances  combined  with  others  less  prominent, 
perhaps,  made  Charleston  a  sort  of  a  half-way  house  be- 
tween New  York,  Boston,  etc.  and  England.  And  the 
direct  trade  of  Charleston  at  that  time,  exceeded  that  of 
all  the  New  England  States  put  together.  But  when 
Dr.  Franklin  with  his  thermometer  taught  navigators  how 
to  take  advantage  of,  or  to  avoid  the  Gulf  Stream,  this 
order  was  reversed,  and  New  York  became  the  half-wa}^ 
house  in  the  course  of  trade. 

We  have  often  heard  it  urged  upon  the  floors  of  Con- 
gress and  elsewhere,  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  the 
oppressive  operations  of  tariff  enactments  upon  the  south, 
or  of  unequa]  legislation  and  laws,  that  Charleston  lost 
her  commercial  supremacy,  and  that  her  direct  trade  has 
dwindled  away ;  but  a  thorough  examination  into  the 
history  of  the  change  above  mentioned,  will  show  that 
Dr.  Franklin's  water  thermometer  has  had  not  a  little  to 
do  with  it. 

So  too  have  commercial  marts  been  brought  nearer  to- 
gether by  many  days  in  consequence  of  a  more  exact 
knowledge  of  prevailing  winds.  Within  my  own  experi- 
ence as  a  navigator,  a  route  depending  upon  knowledge 
of  this  sort,  has  been  discovered  between  Callao,  the  port 
of  Lima  in  Peru,  and  Valparaiso  in  Chili,  which  has 
shortened  the  sailing  distance  between  them  nearly  one 
half.  When  I  first  visited  that  coast,  thirty  days  was 
considered  as  a  fair  passage — and  twenty-three  as  a 
extraordinarily  short  one. 

In  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  a  new  route  depending 
on  a  better  knowledge  of  the  winds,  fifteen  days  is  now 
considered  as  a  fair  passage,  and  I  have  made  it  in  eleven. 

These  facts  and  circumstances  have  induced  me  to 
propose  the  task  of  preparing  "  wind  and  current  charts" 
of  the  three  great  oceans.  The  suggestion,  I  am  happy  to 
16* 
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say,  has  been  heartily  approved  of  by  the  enlightened 
statesman  who  presides  at  the  head  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment;  an  accomplished  draughtsman,  Lieut.  Whiting, 
U.  S.  N.,  has  been  detailed  for  constructing  these  charts, 
and  recently  another  officer,  Lieut.  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  N., 
has  been  assigned  to  the  same  duty.  The  plan  is  to 
project  the  track  of  each  vessel  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
show  the  winds  and  currents  encountered  in  every  voyage. 
The  sheet  now  presented  is  the  first  in  the  series.  I  need 
not  specify  the  important  results  and  conclusions  to  which 
it  already  looks.  But  besides  that  feature  of  it  which 
gives  each  navigator  the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  all, 
I  may  be  excused  for  alluding  to  one  of  several  very  valu- 
able and  important  collateral  results  to  be  expected  from 
it,  viz.;  the  removing  all  those  "vigias,"  fixing  those 
doubtful  dangers  which  deface  our  charts,  and  serve  only 
to  add  to  the  load  of  cares  and  anxieties  which  vex  the 
minds  of  navigators  with  the  apprehension  of  dangers,  far 
more  harassing  because  their  existence  is  doubtful,  and  if 
real,  their  place  is  by  no  means  certain." 

G.  From  Henry  C.  Van  Schaack,  Manlius,  N.  Y.,  Octo- 
ber 29th,  1S47,  as  follows  : 

"Dear  Sir,  You  will  receive  herewith  for  the  Society, 
a  number  of  MSS.  and  copies  of  MSS.  found  among 
my  father's  papers. 

1.  The  earliest  in  date  is  a  translation  from  a  paper  in 
the  Dutch  language,  purporting  to  be  some  minutes  of  an 
"  Extraordinary  meeting  of  both  the  Courts  holden  in  Fort 
Orange,"  on  certain  "propositions  of  the  Mohawks,  on 
the  6th  of  September,  1659." 

2.  A  variety  of  papers  twenty-nine  in  number, 
chiefly  of  1745  and  1746,  being  addenda  to  "  The  Horse- 
manden  Papers"  presented  by  me  to  the  society  two  years 
ago.  Among  these  papers  will  be  found  several  interest- 
ing letters  from  the  Rev.  Henry  Barclay,  and  particular- 
ly an  extract  from  a  journal  kept  by  him  of  one  of  his 
visits  to  the  Mohawks  in  1745.     Mr.  Barclay  was  a  mis- 
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sionary  for  a  great  number  of  years  among  the  Mohawk 
Indians,  in  the  employ  of  the  Society  for  propagating  the 
Gospel,  established  in  England  one  hundred  and  forty 
years  ago,  and  he  had,  (as  he  says  in  one  of  his  letters,) 
for  a  long  time,  "  almost  an  absolute  command  of  them," 
(the  Indians)  "  and  they  never  held  any  council  of  im- 
portance but  he  was  desired  to  be  present." 

3.  I  also  send  you  copies  of  opinions  given  by  Lord 
Chancellor  Camden  and  Lord  Chancellor  York,  and  al- 
so similar  opinions,  given  in  1775  by  Counsellor  Dagge, 
Sergeant  Glynn,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Patrick  Henry, 
Junior,  in  regard  to  the  validity  of  grants  of  lands  made 
by  the  Indians. 

Although  they  may  not  be  very  valuable,  these  papers, 
or  some  of  them,  I  flatter  myself,  will  be  of  some  use  to 
the  society. 

The  remarks  made  by  you  in  your  report  of  last  year 
in  regard  to  the  inactivity  of  the  corresponding  members 
of  the  society,  were  duly  noted  by  me.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  profit  by  them,  and  will  from  time  to  time,  as  leisure 
and  opportunity  shall  permit,  arrange  and  forward  to  the 
society  such  selections  from  my  father's  manuscripts  as 
may  be  worthy  of  preservation." 

7.  From  Daniel  J.  Desmond,  Esq.,  Foreign  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Soci- 
ety, dated  20th  November,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Albert 
Gallatin,  inviting  the  officers  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society  to  the  celebration  of  opening  the  New  Hall  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  on  the  24th  of  November. 

8.  From  Dr.  Charles  Drake,  dated  Newburgh,  Novem- 
ber 30,  presenting  a  daguerreotype  of  Sergeant  Uzal 
Knapp  of  the  Third  Continental  Regiment  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  together  with  copies  of  original  docu- 
ments of  discharge,  et  cetera,  to  Mr.  Knapp,  bearing  the 
signatures  of  George  Washington,  J.  Trumbull,  and 
others. 
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9.  From  Rev.  R.  Davidson,  dated  New  Brunswick, 
Dec.  7th,  as  follows  : 

"  Sir,  Permit  me  the  pleasure  of  redeeming  a  pledge 
which  I  made  at  the  time  when  your  respected  society 
honored  me  with  an  election  to  its  membership,  and  of 
presenting  to  its  acceptance  a  volume  to  which  has  been 
devoted  a  research  of  nine  years,  during  the  intervals  of 
professional  duty.  It  is  entitled,  "  The  History  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Kentucky."  When  it  is  recollected  that 
the  above-mentioned  church  was  nearly  coeval  with  the 
settlement  of  the  State,  and  that  Kentucky  was  the  moth- 
er of  the  West,  it  wi]l  be  seen  that  such  a  book  must  in- 
volve, to  no  inconsiderable  extent,  the  history  of  the 
western  country. 

The  stirring  nature  of  the  times,  and  the  restless  char- 
acter of  the  people,  furnish  to  the  philosophical  historian 
abundant  matter  for  reflection.  Rich  as  are  the  materi- 
als, whatever  may  be  pronounced  of  the  execution,  the 
work  is  respectfully  placed  on  the  table  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  prove  uninteresting  to  the  Society 
to  be  informed  of  an  incident  which  occurred  in  the  pre- 
paration of  this  work,  which  will  at  once  show  the  per- 
ishable nature  of  the  historian's  materials,  and  the  value 
of  such  institutions  as  are  designed  to  preserve  them  from 
destruction.  Certain  MS.  Diaries,  often  referred  to  in  the 
volume,  were  on  the  point  of  being  committed  to  the 
flames  as  waste  paper,  when  a  friend,  who  had  acciden- 
tally entered  at  the  time,  begged  the  privilege  of  perusing 
them  before  they  were  destroyed.  Through  the  agency 
of  this  gentleman  the  author  became  acquainted  with  the 
existence  of  these  invaluable  documents,  and  with  some 
difficulty  obi nined  possession  of  them.  In  looking  over 
the  contents,  which  were  seen  at  a  glance  to  be  of  great 
value,  the  following  paragraph  came  to  light.  "  The  fore- 
going short  sketches  were  written  hastily  for  private  use, 
and  should  I  die  before  I  destroy  them,  I  would  not  allow 
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my  friends  to  hand  them  about,  or  any  one  to  use  them, 
except  some  judicious  friend  might  make  an  extract  of 
those  few  particulars  which  might  be  useful  in  writing  a 
history  of  the  progress  of  religion  in  Kentucky."  This 
paragraph  the  author  triumphantly  insisted  on  as  his 
voucher  for  retaining  and  using  the  precious  manuscript, 
provided  his  venerable  friend  would  endorse  him  as  being 
the  "judicious"  person  required  in  the  diary.  So  near 
was  a  valuable  document  to  destruction,  the  loss  of  which 
would  have  been  irreparable." 

10.  From  Mr.  George  Tappen,  Dated  at  Kingston,  N. 
Y.,  3d  of  November,  submitting 

1st.  A  copy  of  "  an  agreement  made  between  Richard 
Nicolls,  Esq.,  Governor  under  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  the  Sachems  and  People  called  Sopus 
Indians,"  dated  the  7th  October,  1665,  and  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Honor 
Cadwallader  Colden,  Esquire,  Lieut.  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  to  meet 
with  some  of  the  Delaware  Indians,  as  they  had  request- 
ed, to  renew  amity  and  friendship  with  His  Majesty's 
subjects,  at  their  conferences  with  the  Indian  Chiefs  at 
Kingston,  in  1674  and  subsequent  years. 

2d.  An  original  MS.  entitled  "Recollections  of  George 
Tappen,  of  Kingston,  Esopus,  who  was  born  there  on 
the  1st  April  1771,  and  has  always  lived  there,  in  regard 
to  the  burning  of  Kingston,  and  the  causes  and  reasons 
of  the  British  for  doing  that  act." 

These  papers  of  Mr.  Tappen,  having  been  tendered  to 
the  society  upon  conditions  specified  in  his  letter,  the  mat- 
ter was,  on  motion  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Committee,  with  power. 

The  Assistant  Librarian  announced  the  additions  to  the 
Library  since  the  last  Report,  viz  : 
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BY  DONATION. 


Letters  from  Italy ;  and  the  Alps,  and  the  Rhine.  By  J.  T.  Head- 
ley.     12mo.   New  York,  1847. 
The  Sacred  Mountains,  by  J.  T.   Headley.      Illustrated.      12mo. 

New  York,  1847. 
Napoleon  and  his  Marshals.     By  J.  T.  Headley.     2  vols.  12mo. 

New  York,   1847. 
The  One  Progressive  Principle — an  Address  delivered  before  the 
Literary  Societies  of  the  University   of  Vermont,  August,  1846. 
By  J.  T.  Headley.     pp.  32,   8vo.      New  York,  1846.— Gift  of 
the  Author. 
Sacred  Reminiscences.     A  Sermon  delivered  Aug,  21,  1842,  in 
the   old    Swedes'    Church,    Wilmington,   Del.,    with    Historical 
Notes.     By  the  Rev.  John  W.  McCullough,   A.  M.,  Rector  of 
Trinity   Church.     8vo.    pp.    33.      Wilmington,    1812. — G//^  of 
Rev.  T.  J.  Carter. 
Washington  and  the  Generals  of  the  American  Revolution.     Com- 
plete in  two  volumes,  with   sixteen  portraits  on  steel,  from  ori- 
ginal pictures.       2  vols.  12mo.      Carey  and  Hart,  Philadelphia, 
1847.— Gift  of  the    Publishers. 
Revolutionary  Services  and  Civil  Life  of  General  William  Hull, 
prepared   from   his  manuscripts  by   his  daughter,  Mrs.    Maria 
Campbell;  together  with  the  history  of  the  campaign  of  1812, 
and  Surrender  of  the  post  of  Detroit,  by  his  grandson,  James 
Freeman  Clarke.     8vo.     New  York,  1848.— Gift  of  the  Editor. 
Debates  and  Proceedings  in  the  New  York  State  Convention,  for 
the  Revision  of  the  Constitution.     By  S.  Croswell  and  R.  Sutton, 
reporters  for  the  Argus.     8vo.     Albany,  1846. — Gift  of  Prosper 
M.  Wetmore. 
Assembly   Document,  No.  226,  Oct.   1847.     Report  of  the  joint 
Library  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  subject  of  interna- 
tional Exchanges. — Gift  of  P.  M.  Wetmore. 
Copy  of  the  same. — Gift  of  Hon.  George  Folsom. 
Copy  of  the  same. — Gift  of  Alex.  Vatlemarc. 
Report  and  Resolves  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
respecting     International     Literary    Exchanges,    together    with 
Documents  relating  thereto.     1847. — Gift  of  A.  Vattcmare. 
Senate  Document,  No.  101.     April,  1847.     Annual  Report  of  the 
Regents  of  the  University. — Gift  of  P.  M.  Wetmore. 
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Memoir  on  the  Fossil  Genus  Basilosaurus;  with  a  notice  of  speci- 
mens from  the  eocene  green  sand  of  South  Carolina.  By  Robert 
W.  Gibbes,  M.  D.  4to.  13  pp.  Plates.  Philadelphia,  1847. 
Gift  of  the  Author. 

National  Government  Journal,  and  Register  of  Official  Papers. 
Vol.  1.  From  Dec.  1823  to  Dec.  1824.  Edited  by  Peter  Force. 
Gift  of  the  Editor. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  for  the  year  1846. — Gift  of 
the  Commissioner. 

A  Letter  from  Sir  William  Hamilton,  Bart.,  to  Augustus  de  Mor- 
gan, Esq.,  on  his  claim  to  the  independent  re-discovery  of  a  new 
principle  in  the  theory  of  syllogism.  8vo.  pp.44.  Edinburgh, 
1847. — Gift  of  Archibald  Russell. 

The  American  Magazine  and  Historical  Chronicle.  Vol.  II.  For 
the  year  1745.  Boston.  Rogers  and  Fowle. — Gift  of  Rev.  E. 
F.  Hatfield. 

A  Guide  to  Devotion,  for  the  use  of  the  Blind.  By  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Publication.  Printed  at  the  Perkins  Institution  and 
Massachusetts  Asylum.  Boston,  1846. — Gift  of  the  Pres. 
Board  of  Publication,  by  Jos.  P.  Engle. 

A  Collection  of  pamphlet  Speeches  of  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress,  on  public  questions — eighty-eight  in  number. — Gift 
of  J.  B.  Moore. 

Paper  on  the  Gulf  Stream  and  Currents  of  the  Sea.  Read  before 
the  National  Institute  at  its  annual  meeting,  April  2,  1844.  By 
M.  F.  Maury,  Lieut.  U.  S.  N.  Svo.  pp.  16— Gift  of  the 
Author. 

Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts. 
Printed  in  1846. — Gift  of  the  Secretary  of  Massachusetts. 

Harpers'  Illustrated  Catalogue.      1847. — Gift  of  the  Publishers. 

Observations  on  the  Aboriginal  Monuments  of  the  Mississippi  Val- 
ley ;  the  character  of  the  Ancient  Earth  Works,  and  the  Struc- 
ture, Contents,  and  purpose  of  the  Mounds;  with  Notices  of  the 
Minor  Remains  of  Ancient  Art.  With  Illustrations.  By  E.  G. 
Squier.     Svo.     pp.  80.     New  York,  1847. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  State  of  Kentucky;  with 
a  preliminary  Sketch  of  the  Churches  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia. 
By  Rev.  Robert  Davidson,  D.  D.  8vo.  New  York,  1847.— 
Gift  of  the  Author. 

The    Southern   and  Western    Literary    Messenger   and   Review. 
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Vol.  Xni.  Nos.  1,  2,  for  1847.— Gift  of  the  Editor,  John  R. 
Tho?npson,  Esq.,  Richmond. 
Mexican  Manuscripts — being  official  papers,  containing  the  signa- 
tures of  Generals  Santa  Anna,  Gomez,  Filisola,  and  the  Secre- 
taries Rosas,  Garcia  Condi,  and  others,  distinguished  in  the 
Councils  and  Armies  of  Mexico. — Gift  of  Capt.  Lowry,  U.  S. 
Army. 

Carte  Chorographique  des  Pays-Bas  Autrichiens ;  par  le  Comte  de 
Ferraris.  Gravee  par  L.  A.  Dupuis.  25  feuilles.  1777. 
[Cette  Carte  est  sur  la  meme  echelle  que  la  grande  carte  de 
France  de  Cassini.] — Gift  of  Rev.  E.  F.  Hatfield. 

Wind  and  Current  Chart  of  the  North  Atlantic,  by  M.  F.  Maury, 
A.  M.,  Lieut.  U.  S.  Navy.,  Supt.  U.  S.  N.  Observatory,  Wash- 
ington.    Sheet  No.  1. — Gift  of  Lieut.  Maury. 

Engraved  Views : 

1.  Of  the  Swedes'  Church  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  founded  1698, 

2.  Of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  New  Castle,  Del.,  founded  1704. 
Gift  of  Rev.  T.  J.  Carter. 

Mexican  Musket,  from  the  field  of  San  Jacinto. — Gift  of  Col. 
Thomas  W.  Ward,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
Texas. 

Daguerreotype  Portrait  of  Sergeant  Uzal  Knapp,  one  of  Washing- 
ton's Life  Guards. — Gift  of  Dr.  Charles  Drake,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

The  Assistant  Librarian  also  reported  the  receipt,  from 
Mr.  Prosper  M.  Wetmore,  of  files  of  the  Washington  Union 
and  Albany  Argus  for  the  last  three  years,  also,  a  large 
number  of  miscellaneous  newspapers,  and  cuttings,  having 
especial  reference  to  the  existing  war  with  Mexico. 
These  papers  and  cuttings,  i)»  connection  with  similar 
contributions  from  different  sources,  are  intended  to  fur- 
nish the  material  for  a  contemporaneous  Newspaper 
History  of  the  Mexican  War. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following 
candidates,  who  were  thereupon  elected : 
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HONORARY  MEMBER. 
Hon.  David  L.  Swain,  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBER. 
E.  George  Squier,  Ohio. 

RESIDENT    MEMBERS. 

Daniel  C.  Eaton,  Joel  Wolfe, 

Lewis  H.  Sandford. 

Rev.  Dr.  Edward  Robinson,  from  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, read  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  materials  for 
the  first  part  of  the  proposed  new  volume  of  Collections. 

After  some  discussion,  the  report  was  re-committed  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  for  further  examination. 

Mr.  Jay,  in  behalf  of  the  Rev.  B.  C.  C.  Parker,  pre- 
sented to  the  Society,  fifty  copper  coins  of  different 
nations,  and  several  small  silver  coins  ;  one  iron  grape 
shot  and  one  musket  bullet,  from  Fort  Ticonderoga, 
N.  Y.,  dug  up  in  1847. 

Several  nominations  for  membership  were  made  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  Jay  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented 
to  Dr.  Charles  Drake,  of  Newburgh,  for  the  interesting 
daguerreotype  likeness  of  Sergeant  Uzal  Knapp,  with 
which  he  has  favored  us,  and  that  the  correspondence 
which  accompanies  the  donation,  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Butler,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
solicit  from  the  members  of  the  Society  donations  of 
books  to  be  transmitted  to  the  city  of  Paris,  &c,  reported 
progress,  and  read  a  circular  in  relation  thereto,  designed 
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to   be  printed    and    forwarded  to  the   members   of  the 
Society. 

Mr.  Butler  also  stated  that  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  Mr.  Catlin's  letter  read  at  the  meeting  in  Octo- 
ber, would  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Jr.,  presented,  in  the  name  of 
the  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  a  framed  engraving  of  the 
National  Washington  Monument,  to  be  erected  in  the 
city  of  Washington ;  and  took  occasion  to  recapitulate 
the  principal  facts  connected  with  proposed  National 
Monuments  to  Washington.  On  the  7th  of  August,  1783, 
in  the  old  Congress,  it  was  "Resolved,  unanimously, 
(ten  states  being  represented,)  that  an  equestrian  statue 
of  General  Washington  be  erected  at  the  place  where 
the  residence  of  Congress  shall  be  established."  Other 
resolutions  directed  the  statue  to  be  "of  bronze;  the 
General  to  be  represented  in  a  Roman  dress,  holding  a 
truncheon  in  his  right  hand,  and  his  head  encircled  with 
a  laurel  wreath  ;"  to  be  placed  upon  a  marble  pedestal, 
on  which  five  principal  events  of  the  war  in  which 
Washington  was  personally  present,  were  to  be  represen- 
ted, in  basso  relievo,  with  the  following  inscription,  "  The 
United  States,  in  Co?igress  assembled,  ordered  this  statue  to  be 
erected  in  the  year  of  our  Lord-  1783,  in  honor  of  George 
Washington,  the  illustrious  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  during  the  war  which  vindicated 
and,  secured  their  liberty,  sovereignty  and  independence" 

Whether  our  minister  at  the  Tuilleries,  who  was  to 
employ  "the  best  artist  in  Europe"  to  execute  this 
statue,  ever  took  any  action  in  the  matter  does  not  appear. 
But  the  commissioners  who  laid  out  the  federal  city,  set 
apart  a  piece  of  ground  for  this  monument,  and  the  subject 
of  an  appropriation  for  its  erection,  was  one  of  the  first 
things  which  came  up  for  discussion,  after  Congress 
assembled  at  the  permanent  sent  of  government.  As 
usual  in  such  debates,  there  were  conflicting  opinions  as 
to  what  would    form  the  most   appropriate    monument ; 
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though  all  agreed  that,  if  erected  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  in 
the  city  of  Washington.  No  decision  was  given  on  the 
question.  During  the  administration  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
Congress  resolved  that  Washington's  remains  be  trans- 
ported from  Mount  Vernon  and  placed  in  a  vault  under 
the  rotunda  of  the  capitol ;  and  that  a  statue  be  reared 
over  them,  in  the  centre  of  the  rotunda.  The  Washing- 
ton family  gave  their  consent ;  but  the  legislature  of 
Virginia  protested  against  it  and  prevented  the  removal. 
The  statue  was  afterwards  made  by  Greenough,  who 
seems  to  have  been  guided  in  his  design  by  the  description 
given  in  the  resolution  of  '83.  It  was  found  too  large, 
however,  for  the  rotunda,  and  removed  to  the  western 
park. 

About  the  time  of  this  last  action  in  Congress  an 
association  was  formed  at  Washington,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  and  subsequently 
Mr.  Madison,  for  the  erection  of  a  monument,  which 
should,  by  its  colossal  magnitude  and  imposing  grandeur, 
exhibit  to  the  remotest  ages  the  gratitude  of  the  American 
people  to  the  man  whose  exalted  good  sense  and  pure 
virtue  had  so  pre-eminently  contributed  to  their  happi- 
ness. Each  subscription  was  limited  to  one  dollar,  and 
twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  were  collected  and  invested 
at  interest,  which  has  been  regularly  re-invested,  so  that 
the  fund  now  amounts  to  nearly  sixty  thousand  dollars. 
About  a  year  ago  the  Society  resolved  to  resume  its  col- 
lections, and  invited  Mr.  Whittlesey,  so  long  the  efficient 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  claims  in  Congress,  and 
auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  to  become  their 
general  agent.  He  has  entered  upon  his  duties  with 
much  energy,  and  is  appointing  agents  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  exercising  the  greatest  care  to  select  well-known, 
respected  and  responsible  individuals.  The  amount  of 
subscription  is  no  longer  limited,  and  the  success  of  the 
agents  who  have  been  so  far  appointed,  has  justified  his 
most  sanguine  expectations.     The  design  for  the  monu- 
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ment  now  presented  was  some  time  since  agreed  upon  ; 
though  its  size,  and  the  ornamental  details  may  hereafter 
be  modified ;  as  the  amount  of  collections,  and  public 
opinion  shall  seem  to  require.  It  is  to  be  placed  on  the 
west  end  of  the  Mall,  in  a  line  with  the  western  door  of 
the  capitol,  and  the  southern  door  of  the  President's  house, 
near  the  Potomac.  This  scheme  need  not  necessarily 
conflict  with  any  proposals  for  monuments  to  be  erected 
in  New  York  or  elsewhere,  which  shall  more  particularly 
commemorate  the  part  borne  b}T  this  or  that  state  in  the 
Revolution  ;  but  it  is  thought  that  a  National  Monument 
should  be  placed  without  the  limits  of  any  state,  on  ground 
common  to  all,  in  the  midst  of  the  great  public  buildings 
of  the  country,  and  in  the  city  which,  whether  it  remain 
the  seat  of  government  or  not,  will  always  retain  the 
sacred  association  of  having  been  founded  by  Washington, 
and,  during  his  life  time,  designated  by  Congress  for  this 
particular  purpose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benedict,  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  voted  to  Mr.  Whittlesey  for  his  present,  which 
was  also  directed  to  be  placed  in  the  hall  of  the  library. 

Dr.  Horace  Green,  in  behalf  of  James  Davie  Butler,  a 
corresponding  member,  presented  an  ancient  MS.  volume 
of  Sermons,  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  Mr.  Butler,  giving 
an  account  of  the  same. 

Mr.  John  Russell  Bartlett  read  a  paper,  by  the  Hon. 
Albert  Gallatin,  entitled  "  Geographical  Notices  and 
Means  of  Subsistence  of  the  Indians." 


PROCEEDINGS 


NEW   YORK   HISTORICAL    SOCIETY, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1847. 


NEW  YOKK: 

PRESS  OP  THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 
1847. 


i\EW  YOEK; 
WILLIAM   VAN   NORDEN,  PRlfiTE 
HO.  39  WILLIAM  STREET. 


NOTE. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Society,  under  which  their 
heretofore  annual  bulletin  is  published  in  its  present 
monthly  form,  may  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  of  the  sixth  of  April,  1847.  The  Executive 
Committee,  who  were  then  charged  with  the  duty  of 
carrying  the  resolutions  into  effect,  at  their  meeting  of 
the  seventh  of  April,  appointed  Mr.  George  H.  Moore, 
to  be  Editor  of  the  Bulletin. 
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The  NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  with  a  view  to  diffuse  a  knowl- 
edge of  its  proceedings  and  keep  alive  an  interest  in  its  welfare,  have  provided  for 
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